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PREFACE. 

IvJLEDICjiL Communications have been gc-> 
nerally found to be amongji the mojl certain 
and extenjive means of imp} oving the practice 
ofphyfic. 

fVE the refute offer the prefent work as a 
pledge to our medical brethren that we fall 
publijh as often as materials are afforded. 

The accuracy and Fidelity of the facls mufl 
reft entirely upon the credit of their refpeclive 
authors. No papers merely fpeculative can be 
admitted; and it is expected none will be offer- 
ed us, which have been communicated to any 
other fociefy. 

The Tables which commence this Volume we 
give as the moft faithful Regi/ler of Difeafes 1 

which 
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which could be procured — we believe them to 
be accurate, and intend that theyjhall be regu- 
larly conthiued. 

Ever f nee the Injlitution of the College one 
of their principal views has been the formation 
of an American Pharmacopoeia. To make this 
work more generally ufeful, circular letters were 
feveral years fince aidreffed to all the known 
Medical Societies, and to many of the Practi- 
tioners of Phyjic in the United States, requejl- 
ing their advice and ajjiflance. Thefmall num- 
ber of communications on this fubj eel, have hi- 
therto retarded the completion of their defgn. 

The utility of recording Epidemics is fo 
evident i that we regret having no more ac- 
counts of the Influenza of 1789, to infer t in 
the frfl part of our Firfl Volume. We hope, 
however, that this deficiency will be f applied be- 
fore a fecond publication. It is not only ofthefc 
more uncommon difrders that accounts would 
be acceptable \ but a knowledge of the peculiar 
appearance of 7nany others in America, fuch as 
meafles, fcarlatina, &c. would be highly fer- 
viceable, as well for the invefligation of dif- 

eafes, 
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ea/es, as for the afpjlance of the practitioner, 
who fees them for the frfl time, and who feels 
embar raffed from the want offuch information, 
as reports of this kino 1 could not fail to give. 

We conclude with an affurarce, that Uriel 
impartiality fhall be obferved in f electing papers 
for publication , and no unneceffary delay ad- 
mitted. 

Philadelphia July 5th, 1793. 



An ACT 



V O R THE 



INCORPORATION 



O F 



THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OV PHILADELPHIA. 



WHEREAS the Phyficians of Philadelphia, 
influenced by a conviction of the many ad- 
vantages which have arifen from literary inftituti- 
ons, have affociated themfelves under the name 
and title of The College of Phyficians of Phila- 
delphia, 

And whereas, the objects of this College are 
to advance the fcience of medicine, and thereby 
to lefTen human mifery, by invefligating the dif- 
eafes and remedies which are peculiar to this coun- 
try j by obferving the effects of different feafons, 
climates and fituations upon the human body ; by 
recording the changes which are produced in dif- 

eafes, 
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eafes, by the progrefs of agriculture, arts, popu- 
lation and manners ; by fearching for medicines 
in the American woods, waters, and in the bow- 
els of the earth ; by enlarging the avenues to 
knowledge from the difcoveries and publications 
of foreign countries ; and by cultivating order and 
uniformity in the practice of phyfic. 

And whereas, the faid College of Phyficians 
have prayed us, the Reprefentatives of the Free- 
men of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, that 
they may be created a body politic and corporate, 
for ever, with fuch powers, privileges and immu- 
nities as may bed anfwer the laudable purpofes 
which the memhrrs thereof have in view ; where- 
fore to aflifl: and encourage the faid College of 
Phyficians in the profecution and advancement of 
ufeful knowledge, for the benefit of their country 
and of mankind : 

Beit enacled, and it is hereby cnacled ', by the Re- 
prefentatives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of 
Pennfyhania, in General Affcmbly met, and by the 
authority of the fame, That the members of the faid 
College of Phyficians, that is to fay, John Red- 
man, John Jones, William Shippen,y««/cr, Adam 
Kuhn, John Morgan, Benjamin Rum, Samuel 
Duffield, Gerardus Clarkfon, George Glentworth, 
Thomas Parke, James Hutchinfoti, Robert Har- 
ris, 
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ris, John Carfon, Benjamin Duffield, William W. 
Smith, John Foulke, Samuel Powel Griffitts, Wil- 
liam Clarkfon, William Currie, Benjamin Say, 
Andrew Rofs, John Morris, Nathan Dorfey, 
James Cuningham, Cafpar Wiftar, junior, Michael 
Leib, and John H. Gibbons, be, and the fame 
perfons are, and (hall be a body corporate and po- 
litic in deed and in name, by the name and flile of 
"The College of Phyf clans of Philadelphia " and by 
the fame name, they and their fucceffors, are here- 
by confliuued and and confirmed one body corpo- 
rate and politic in law, to have perpetual fuccefli- 
on, and to be able and capable to have, hold and 
enjoy, any goods and chattels, lands, tenements, 
rents, hereditaments, gifts, and bequcfts, of what 
nature foever, in fee-fimple, or for term of years, 
life or lives, or otherwife ; and alfo to grant, fell, 
alien, affign, or let the fame lands, tenements, he- 
reditaments and premifes, according to the nature 
of the refpe&ive grants and bequefls made to the 
faid corporation, and of the eflate of the fa id cor- 
poration therein, provided that the amount of the 
clear yearly value of fuch real eftate exceed not the 
Aim of five hundred pounds lawful money of this 
commonwealth. 

And be it further enacled ly the authority afore- 
faid, That the faid corporation be, and fhall be 
forever hereafter, able and capable in law, to fue 

and 
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and be fued, plead and be impleaded, anfwer and 
be anfwered unto, defend and be defended in all 
or any courts of juftice and other places in all 
manner of fuits, actions, complaints, pleas, caufes 
and matters of what nature or kind foever ; and 
that it mall and may be lawful to and for the faid 
corporation forever hereafter, to have and ufe a 
common feal, and the fame feal, at the will and 
pleafure of the faid corporation, to break, change, 
alter and renew. 

And be it further enacled by the authority afore- 
faid, That for the well ordering of the faid cor- 
poration and its affairs, there fhall be, at all times 
hereafter, the following Officers of the fame, that 
is to fay, one Prefident, one Vice-Prefident, four 
Cenfors, a Secretary and a Treafurer, who fhall 
be chofen annually from amongfl the fellows of 
the faid College of Phyficians, on the firfl Tuefday 
in the month of July forever hereafter, or within 
one kalendar month after the fame day, in any 
year ; and that John Redman, be the prefent 
Prefident of the faid College ; John Jones, the 
prefent Vice-P refident ; William Shippen, junior, 
Adam Kuhn, Benjamin Rufli and Samuel Duffield, 
.the prefent Cenfors; Samuel Powel Griffitts, the 
prefent Secretary, and that Gerardus Clarkfon be 
the prefent Treafurer of the faid College, and 
fhall be and remain the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, 

Cenfors, 
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Cenfors, Secretary 'and Treafurer, kefpeftiv^Kr, of 
the faid College, until they be fuperfeded by a new 
election to be made by the fellows of the faid Col- 
lege as aforefaid, and all vacancies by death, re- 
fignation or otherwife, which fhall at any time 
hereafter happen in any of the faid offices, may 
be filled by a fpecial election, to be holden fo often 
as occafion fhall require. 

And be it further enacled by the authority afore- 
faid, That the authorities and duties of the offi- 
cers of the faid Corporation, who are herein be- 
fore mentioned, and of any others which the faid 
Corporation fhall fee fit to appoint, the times of 
meeting of the faid Corporation, the admifTion of 
members, and the other concerns of the faid 
Corporation, fhall be regulated by the bye-laws 
and ordinances of the faid Corporation heretofore 
made or to be made, touching the premifes. 

Provided always, and be it 'enabled by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That no bye-laws nor ordinan- 
ces of the faid Corporation hereafter made, fhall 
be binding upon the officers or members thereof, 
unlefs the fame fhall be propofed at one regular 
meeting of the faid Corporation, and enacted and 
received at another, after the intervention of at 
leafl thirty days. And that no fale or alienation 
,or leafe for above three years, of any part of the 

real 
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real efhte of the faid Corporation, fliall be valid, 
unlefs the terms and nature of fuch fale or leafe 
be propofed at a previous meeting of the faid 
Corporation. 

Signed by order of the Ha>fc, 

RICHARD PETERS, Speaker. 

Enaded into a Law at Philadtlphia, on 
Thurfday, the twenty-fxih day of 
March, in the year af our Lcrd one 
thou/and /even hundred and eighty-nine. 

Peter Zachary Lloyd, 
Clerk of the General Affembly. 



CONSTITUTION 



THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS Of PHILADELPHIA. 



THE Phyficians of Philadelphia, influenced by 
a conviction of the many advantages that 
have arifen in every country from literary inftitu- 
tions, have affociated themfelves under the name 
and title of " The College of Phyficians of Phi- 
ladelphia." 

The objects of this College are, to advance the 
fcience of medicine, and thereby to leffen human 
mifery, by inveftigating the difeafes and remedies 
which are peculiar to our country ; by obferving 
the effects of different feafons, climates and fitua- 
tions upon the human body ; by recording the 
changes that are produced in difeafes, by the pro- 
grefs of agriculture, arts, population, and man- 
ners ; by fearching for medicines in our woods, 
waters and the bowels of the earth ; by enlarging 
our avenues to knowledge, from the difcoveries 

and 



c ™ ) 

and publications of foreign countries ; by appoint- 
ing ftated times for literary intercourfe and com- 
munications ; and by cultivating order and unifor- 
formity in the practice of phyfic. 

For the purpofe of obtaining thefe objects, the 
following rules have been adopted. 

I. The College mall confift of fellows and af- 
fociates. 

II. The fellows fliall confift of practitioners of 
Phyfic, of character in their profeftion, who refide 
in the city, or diftricl: of Southwark, or Liberties 
of Philadelphia, and are not under twenty-four 
years of age. 

III. The affociates fhall confift of perfons of 
merit in the profeffion of medicine, who do not 
live within the limits above defcribed.* 

IV. Three- 
admission OF ASSOCIATES. 
* I. The number of affociates fhall not exceed forty, ex- 
cept when fellows remove beyond the limits prefcribed by 
the conftitution, in which cafe they fhall be confidered as 
affociates without an election. Ten of the affociates fhall 
be foreigners. 

II. The affociates fhall confift only of perfons above thir- 
ty years of age, who are of well known and eftablifhed 
character in medicine. 

III. The fame forms fhall be obferved in electing affociates 
».s in electing fellows of the College, except that they fhall 
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IV. Three-fourths of the whole number of 
fellows met, (hall concur in the admiffion of a fel- 
low or affociate. 

V. The Officers of the College fliall confift of 
a Prefident, Vice-Prefident, four Cenfors, a Trea- 
furer and Secretary, who fhall be chofen annually, 
from amongft the fellows, on the firft Tuefday in 
July. 

VI. The ftated meetings of the College mail 
be on the firft Tuefday in every month; befides 
thefe meetings, the Prefident, or, in cafe of his 
abfence or indifpolition, the Vice-Prefident, fliall 
have power to call extraordinary meetings, when- 
ever important or unexpe&ed bufinefs fhall re- 
quire, of which he ihall be the judge. It fliall 
likewife be in the power of any fix fellows of the 
College, who concur in their defires for a meeting, 
to authorife the Prefident, or, in cafe of his ab- 
fence or indifpofition, the Vice-Prefident, to call it. 

VII. The bufinefs of the Cenfors fliall be to 
infpecT: the records, and examine the accounts and 

expenditures 

be propofed by a fellow inftead of making a written appli- 
cation. Every aflbciate fhall be furnifhed with a certificate 
from the College, figned in the fame manner as thofe which: 
are given to the fellows. 

IV. The aflbciates, when in this city, fhall have the pri- 
vilege of attending the meetings of the College, but with- 
out taking any part in the private bufinefs thereof.- 
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expenditures of the College, and report thereon. 
And all communications made to the College, af- 
ter being read at one of their flated meetings, 
mall be referred to the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, 
Cenfors, and fuch other Members of the College 
as fhall be nominated for the purpofe ; who 
{hall determine by a vote, taken by ballot, on the 
propriety of publishing them in the Tranfactions 
of the College.* 

VIII. The bufinefs of the Secretary mall be to 
keep minutes of all the meetings and tranfa&ions 
of the Society, and to record them in a book pro- 
vided for that purpofe. Likewife to receive and 
preferve all books and papers belonging, and let- 
ters addrelTed, to the College. 

IX. The bufinefs of the Treafurer fhall be to 
receive all the monies of the College, and to pay 
them to the order of the Prefident or Vice-Prefi- 
dent only : which order fhall be the voucher for 
his expenditures. 

X. Every member of the College fhall have a 
certificate of his election, with the feal of the Col- 

3 lege 

* All papers communicated to the College for publica- 
tion, mail be referred to a printing committee, which is to 
confift of the Prefideats and Cenfors, and a number of other 
members to be nominated when each memoir is referred to 
the committee ; after which, the confederation of the paper 
is to be conducted according to the feventh article of die 
Conftitution. 
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lege affixed thereto, figned by the Prcfident and 
Vice-Prefident, and counterfigned by the Cenfors 
and Secretary. The ftyle of certificates, and of 
all addreffes from the College, (hall be as follows : 
The Pre/ident, or, The Vice-Prefident, and College 
of Phyficians of Philadelphia. 

XI. No affeciate, who comes to refide within, 
the limits mentioned in the fecord rule, (hall be 
admitted to a fellowfhip in the College, without 
being elected in the manner prefcribed for the ad- 
miftion of fellows — no new member (hall be cho- 
fen who has not been propofed at a previous dat- 
ed meeting. 

XII. No law nor regulation fhall be adopted, 
that has not been propofed at a previous dated 
meeting ; nor fhall any part of the conftitution be 
altered, without being propofed for confideration, 
for three months. The Prefident, or Vice-Prefi- 
dent, when he takes the chair, fhall have no vote, 
exception queftions where there is an equal divifi- 
on of voices. Seven fellows mall be a quorum 
for all ordinary bufmefs ; but for the expenditure 
of money, the making of laws, election of mem- 
bers, or altering the conftitution, eleven fellows 
mail be a quorum. 

XIII. Every fellow, upon his admiffion, mail 
fubferibe to the above rules, as a tcflimony of his 
confenting to be bound by them — he fhall, at the 

Vol. I. b feme 



Benjamin Rum, 
Adam Kuhfi, 
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fame time, pay into the hands of the Treafurer, 
the fum of ten pounds, towards eftabliming a fund 
for the ufe of the College ; he (hall likewife pay 
two dollars, annually, for the fame purpofe. 

The following Phyficians are the prefent mem- 
bers of the College. 

FELLOWS. 

John Redman, Prefident. 

William Shippen,y««/'or, Vice- Prefident. 

> Cenfors. 
Thomas Parke, J ' 

James Hutchinfon, J 

Benjamin Say, Treafurer. 

Samuel Powel Griffitts, Secretary. 
Samuel Duffield, James Cuningham, 

Robert Harris, Nathan Dorfey, 

Benjamin Duffield, Michael Leib, 

John Foalke, John H. Gibbons, 

Andrew Rofs, Nicholas B. "Voters, 

William Currie, Benjamin S. Barton, 

John Carfon, Thomas Redman, 

Charles Moore, William M'llvaine, 

Cafpar Wiilar, P. F. Gientworth. 

ASSOCIATES. 

James Tilton, M. D. Dover, Delaware. 
Nicholas Way, M. D. Wilmington, Delaware. 
fcac Senter, M. D. Newport, Rhode-Ifland. 



A DISCOURSE 

DELIVERED BEFORE THE 

COLLEGE of PHYSICIANS 

OF PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 6th, 1787. 

ON THE OBJECTS OF THEIR. INSTITUTION. 

BY BENJAMIN RUSH, M.D. &c. &c 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

I FEFL peculiar pleafure in reflecting, that the 
late revolution, which has given fuch a fpring to 
the mind in objects of philofophical and moral en- 
quiry, has at laft 'extended itfelf to medicine, and 
in lefs than five years after the peace, before the 
human faculties had contract, d to their former di- 
menfions, a college of phyficians, formed upon 
principles accommodated to the prefent Mate of 
fociety and government in America, has been ef- 
tabiiihed in the capita] of the United States. 

The defign of the prefent efTay is to point out, 

in a few words, the advantages which, may be de- 

b 2 rived 
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rived from this inftitution, and to fugged the ma- 
ny refources, which our country offers for the 
improvement of medicine. 

I shall confider the objects and advantages 
of our inftitution. i ft. as a College, and 2ndly, 
as a Medical Society. 

I. By aifuming the name of a College, we fhall 
i ft. be able to introduce order and dignity into 
the practice of phyfic, by eftablifhing incen- 
tives and rewards for ch':r::6t.er. Men are gene- 
rally anxious to preferve the good opinion of thofe 
with whom they are obliged to ailociate. The 
reception we mall meet with from each other in 
our meetings will ferve to correct or to improve our 
conduct. And if we are as chafte as we mould 
be, in the admiflicn of members, a fellowfhip in 
our college will become in time, not only the fign 
of ability, but an introduction to bufinefs and re- 
putation in phyfic. 

2ndly. By afTuming the name of a College we 
may give a fanction to an American Dilpenfatory 
— for I take it for granted, this will be one of the 
firfl objects of our attention. 

— The 
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— The variety in the degrees, and perhaps na- ' 
tureof our difeafes,and the many remedies which 
are peculiar to our country, which have as yet no 
place in foreign difpenfatories, render this under- 
taking a matter of abfolute necefiity. 

3dly. By means of our affociation, under the 
title of a College, we (hall be better able to attracl 
the attention of the government of our country, 
in matters that relate to the health and happinefs of 
our fellow citizens. In the year 1725, the Col- 
lege ofPhyficians of London, prefented anaddrefs 
to the Britiih Houfe of Commons, in which they 
bore fuch a teflimony againfl the pernicious effe&s 
of diftilled fpirituous liquors, as laid the foundation 
of feveral excellent laws, that were calculated to 
leffen the confumption, and of courfe, the fatal ccn- 
fequences of thofe liquors. The diiintereflednefs 
of fuch interpofitions of a medical faculty, in fa- 
vour of the health and morals of their fellow ci- 
tizens, cannot fail of enfuring their fuccefs with a 
legiflature. 

4thly. By dated meetings as a College, we may 
promote enquiries and obfervations upon the pre- 
vailing difeafqs of the city. Here the timid may 
be encouraged, and the fanguine may be taughx 
to doubt. Here the young practitioner may pro- 
fit by the experience of the old, and the old by the 

bokinefs 
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boldnefs of enquiry, and modern improvements of 
the young. Here, uniformity in principle, and 
practice in medicine, will gradually infinuare them- 
felves. Nor will the advantages of our confer- 
ences end in the acquifiuon of knowledge. The 
heart will naturally mtereft itfelf in the purfuits of 
the head. Kere friendfhips will be contracted 
and cemented, and occafional and unavoidable 
fufpicions or difputes may here be accommodated 
by explanation or mediation. By thefe means 
we (hall become, not only the guardians of the 
honor of the profeiTion, but likewife of each 
other's character. 

II. As a Medical Society arTociared for the 
puipofirs of collecting and publishing medical ob- 
fervations and enquiries, an ample field lies open 
before us. 

The human body {till contains fecrets which 
have eluded the enquiries of the anatomifts and 
phyfiologifts cf the eld world. Who knows but 
they may be referred by Heaven, to give immor- 
tality to the name of an American phyfician. 

Our country abounds with objects for the im- 
provement of Chemiftry, Botany, and Materia Me- 
dica. How few of the foffil and vegetable 
fubftances peculiar to America, have been exa- 
mined 
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mined by men capable of applying them to the 
pnrpofes of medicine ! 

The winds, the local fuuations of the different 
parts of America, and the particular diet — drefs 
— cuftoms-manners — occupations — and buildings 
of our country, furnifti immenfc opportunities for 
the improvement of pathology. 

It remains yet to be difcovered and recorded, 
whether the extent of human life has been encreaf- 
ed or diminilhed in America. 

The effects of agriculture, horticulture, ma- 
nufactures, commerce and civilization, in their pro- 
grefs from their firft to their laft ftages, upon the 
health and life of man, can at prefent be afcertain- 
ed with precifion in America. Here, too, we may 
difcover the fymptoms which gradually accompany 
the change of natural into artificial difeafes. 

The comparative effects of the different arti- 
cles of agriculture upon health, fuch as wheat, In- 
dian corn, rice, tobacco and indigo, remain yet to 
be explored in this country. 

The cutting down of our woods has had a fen- 
fible effect upon our climate, and upon the health 
of our inhabitants. It remains yet to be determin- 
ed 
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ed whether the increafe of fevers from this cauie, 
is produced by the eacjeafe of exhalation, cr by 
the progrefs of eafterly winds weftward, as has 
been fuppofed by Mr. Jefferfon, in his notes on 
Virginia. 

It yet remains to afcertain the full influence of 
cultivation upon our bodies. The highefl degrees 
of it known in America, have had a vifible effect 
upon health. In Connecticut, one of the oldelt 
and befl cultivated ftates in the union, remitting 
and intermitting fevers are feldom known. 

It is certain that more rain and lefs fnow have 
fallen in our winters, within thefe few years, than 
formerly. It becomes us to enquire, whether the 
change in the moifture of our atmofphere, from 
this caufe, has added to the number or altered the 
fymptoms of our difeafes. 

The comparative influence of the moon on dif- 
eafes in this country, is a fubject worthy of clofe 
inveftigation, though unfortunately hitherto but 
little attended to. 

America furniflies almoft the only fpot on the 
fur face of the globe, to determine whether diffe- 
rent forms of government have any influence upon 
health and life. In countries where power is con- 
iined, by hereditary fucceffion, to a few hands the 
effects of political paffions are much limited. But 
even in thefe countries, we often read or hear of 

their 
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their baneful operation upon the human body. 
The abbe Richard tells us, it has more than 
once happened, that cardinals have died in 
twenty-four hours after the election of a pope — 
and I have heard a well-attetted anecdote of a 
Swedifh officer, who was feized with a bilious co- 
lic, which terminated in a palfy, from a rebuke 
which he met with from the prefent King of Swe- 
den. In a country, where the fafety, power, and 
offices of government are the objects of attention 
or defire of every man, it is a matter highly 
interefting to know what are the effects of the 
paffions, which are excited by thofe objects, up- 
on the human body. Are madnefs, melancholy, 
the hytteria and hypochondriafis, more frequent 
in republics than in monarchies ? I think we are 
poffeffed of a fufficient number of facts to deter- 
mine this queftion. 

It remains yet to determine the comparative 
effects of labour and learning upon health and life. 
At prefent the former, compared with the latter, in 
the middle and fouthern ftates, is in the ratio of 
four to one. From the number and growth of 
the colleges and fchools lately eftablifhed in thefe 
ftates, it will be in our power to determine, in a 
few years, whether we have increafed or diminifh- 
ed, with knowledge, the health of our fellow citi- 
zens. 

The 
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The influence of religious opinions upon health 
and life may be difcovered in America ; for, by 
the principles and forms of our constitutions, a 
boldnefs and freedom of enquiry upon religious 
fubje&s have been introduced among us, which 
have been hitherto unknown irt the world. 

The effects of emigration upon life and health, 
have as ye! been the fubjecl of no enquiry. Is the 
maladie de pays, or homeiicknefs, fo diftreffing and 
fatal to the Swifs, common to all the emigrants from 
Europe on their firft arrival among us ? Are they mod 
fubjecl: to our epidemic difeafes, the jirjl or fecond 
year after they arrive in our country ? Is there 
any mode of preventing thefe difeafes ? And laftly, 
do thefe perfons exceed in health or life the na- 
tives of America? We have many fa 61 s which will 
enable us to determine each of thefe queftions. 

The effects of the mixture of the human fpecies 
of different nations and countries upon health and 
life, may here be determined by accurate obferva- 
tions. It is certain, that the inferior fpecies of 
animals are improved in ftrength by the mixture. 
But further; the mulatto pofTcfles ftronger (lamina 
than belonged to his father or mother. The fize, 
ftrength, health and longevity of Englilhmen have 
been afcribed to the intimate mixture of the blood 
of half the nations of Europe, from which they 

are 
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are defcended. To the effects cf this mixture, 
likcwife, aiay be afcribed that elevation and per- 
fection which the human underftanfnng has ac- 
quired in Great Britain. I take pleafure in facri- 
ficing national prejudice to truth and philofophy 
by introducing this obfervation, cfpecialiy as I an- 
ticipate the fame national character from the ope- 
ration of fimilar caufes upon the citizens of Ame- 
rica. 

There are feveral difeafes peculiar r to our 
country which have never beendefcribed. 

The vomiting and purging, which are fo fre- 
quent and fatal in the fummer months, in all the ci- 
ties of America, would furniih an excellent fub- 
je£f. for medical enquiry. 

The caufe of the decay of the teeth, which is fo 
frequent in the middle and eaftern ftates of Ame- 
rica, will admit of much curious and ufeful fpecu- 
lation. 

The fudden and often fatal effe&s of a draught 
of cold water upon the human body in phis city, 
and the remedies proper to remove them, will fur- 
nifli another fubject for a medical communication*. 

The 

* This fubjecl: has fmce been examined by the author, in 
a. Volume of Medical Inquiries and Obiervaiionr, pubiilhed 
in 17 
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The qualities of our pump water, and the in- 
fluence of building upon it, are proper fubje&s for 
chemical investigation. 

The reafon why the fuburbs and fouth end of 
our city are more fubje£t to autumnal fevers than 
its centre and north end, and why thefe fevers 
are lefs frequent within thefe three years than 
formerly, deferve our attention. 

The high price of fire-wood, makes it ne- 
ceiTary to examine the effects of foffil coal, and 
flove rooms, upon health and life. 

The fymptoms and degrees in which our acute 
and chronic difeafes agree and difagree with the 
defcriptions of the fame difeafes publiflied in Eu- 
rope, will furnifh ample matter for obfervation. 

An enquiry into the caufes why the Dyfentery 
is equally the confequence of a dry and -wet fum- 
mer, and why it appears on the fummit of high 
grounds, while the vallies below them are vifited 
with remitting and bilious fevers, may lead us to 
determine, whether that diforder be idiopathic, or 
whether it be the febris inirovcrfa of Dr. Sy- 
denham. 

For the fake of obtaining full information and 
accurate obfervations of the ilate of the air and 

weather 
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weather (fo eflential to obtaining a hiftory of dif- 
cafes), I would recommend to the College, to ap- 
point one of their body for the following purpofes. 

i ft. To record and communicate to the College 
an exact account of the temperature of the wea- 
ther as meafured by Fahrenheit's Thermometer. 

2ndly. To record the variations in the weight 
and moifture of the air, by the Barometer and 
Hydrometer. 

3dly, To record the ftate of the winds. 

4thly. To meafure exactly the the quantity of 
water that falls in our city. Thefe obfervations 
will be more ufeful, if we can obtain from the fex- 
tons of the different churches in the city, fuch a 
return of the deaths, as will enable us to afcertain 
the increafe or decreafe of mortal difeafes by the 
bills of mortality. To render thefe bills more 
ufeful, let the fexton be diretted, in every cafe of 
death, to apply to the phyfician who has attended 
the patient for the name of the mortal diftemper. 

Let the obfervations on each of thefe fubjec~is, 
be delivered every month to the College. 

To obtain an accurate knowledge of the 
epidemics of the city, I would recommend the 

prefer- 
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prcfervation of the accounts of the difeafes that 
are kept in the Difpenfary. If thefe difeafes be 
recorded by the mines that are ^Wen to them by 
Dr. Cullcn, in the laft: edition of hi> Nofologia Me- 
tbodica, the account of them cannot fail of being 
highl ; ufe ul and beneficial to the public* To de- 
rive the utmoft poifible advantage from this hiftory 
of our epidemics, let us endeavour to procure fi- 
milar obfervations from different parts of the (late, 
and from every Mate in the union. 

To render our city as celebrated for medical ad- 
vantages, as it has long been for other things, it 
will be necelTary to erect, in it warm and cold baths. 
The advantages of both thefe remedies in a coun- 
try where the, difeafes from heat and cold are fo 
predominant, need not be mentioned. 

A medical Library f, will help to diffufe know- 
ledge among us upon eafy terms, while a botani- 
eal garden will furnifh us with an opportunity of 
cultivating that part of the Materia Medica, which 
is derived from the vegetable kingdom. 

Should 

* The Tables, with which this volume commences, will 
{hew that this propofal has been fully adopted. 

f It has been eftablifhed by the College, and now con- 
fifls of a number of fcarce and valuable boc ks. 
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Should an application be made to the legifla- 
ture, there can be no doubt of our obtaining a 
fuitable piece of ground for that purpofe. 

Thus, Mr. Prefident and Gentlemen, have I 
pointed out in a few words, the great objects and 
advantages of our College of Phyficians. 

I shall conclude with the following remarks. 
It is a general opinion that the condition of man 
in our world is mending. The conveniences and 
pleafures of life, are daily multiplying by the in- 
ventions of philofophy. Many diforders, once 
deemed incurable, now yield to medicine. No 
wonder then that a general expectation prevails — 
that a revolution is foon to take place in favour of 
human happinefs. Natural means appear to be the 
inftruments defigned by heaven to fulfil its purpofes 
of mercy and benevolence to mankind. I am fully 
perfuaded there does not exift a difeafe in nature, 
that has not an antidote to it. And when I con- 
fider the influence of liberty and republican forms 
of government upon fcience, and the vigour 
which the American mind has acquired by the 
events of the late revolution, I am led to hope that 
a great portion of the honor and happinefs of dis- 
covering and applying thefe antidotes may be re- 
fcrved for the phyficians of America. 
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To the President and College of 
Physicians of Philadelphia. 

"\T£7"E» the Committee appointed to deliver 
^ ^ in a return of the Difeafes of rthe 
Patients of the Philadelphia Difpenfary, have 
agreed on the following report, which in- 
cludes all the Cafes admitted from December 
12, 1786, to December 1, 1787. 

We have, for the fake of concifenefs, en- 
deavoured to arrange the Difeafes under the 
generic Names of Doctor Cull en; but the 
difficulty, and, in many inftances, the im- 
poffibility of adhering to this plan have often 
obliged us to deviate from it. 

We hope that thefe, with fimilar Commu- 
nications from our Fellow-Members, will en- 
able the College to form a juft and accurate 
Eftimate of the Difeafes of the City, and 
would wifh that fome plan might be adopted 
to carry this Defign into Execution. 

Samuel P. Griffitts, 
T. Morris, 
John R. B. Rodgers, 
Caspar Wistar, Jim. 
William Clarkson, 
Michael Leib. 

Philadelphia Dispensary, ~) 

December^ 1 78 7. 5 
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MEDICAL TRANSACTIONS. 



I. 



Cafe of Curvature of the Spine, by Thomas 
Dolbeare, in a letter to Benjamin Rufh, 
M. D. Cenfor of the College, and Profefjor 
of rhe Inflitutes, and of Clinical Medicine 
in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania* Read 
September 4, 1787. 

London $th May, 1787. 

S I R, 

SEEING the publication from your me- 
dical fociety, I fend you the enclofed for 
the benefit of my fellow creatures, via Bofton, 
where I have a brother, Mr. John Dolbeare, 

that 
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that fhould you want any further information, 

through him you may receive it. With my 
beft wifhes to fo laudable, chriftian an in- 
ftitution. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
THOMAS DOLBEARE. 
Dr. Benjamin Rufh. 



IN September preceding it, (1792) I was 
taken deaf (which came on gradually for 
a week) I could not hear a word, and while 
electrifying for it the fucceeding April, I was 
taken when walking the ftreet with a fmall 
pain in the calves of my legs, by which my 
walk was much impeded, my hands and arms 
were confiderably affected at the fame time, 
though not fo much as my legs- -in a few 

hours I found myfelf much weaker in walk- 
ing, but went out as ufual — in two or three 
days, in going up and down ftairs my knees 
gave way — Still I went out, and fhGitly after, 
I fell down in the ftreet, and was unable of 
myfelf, to get up ; but after being taken up, 
could Walk 100 yards or more, but could not 
get into a carriage without aid — My refpira- 

tion 
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tion was very heavy — It was treated as para- 
lytic, but it is quite another matter. In aboift 
ten days I had great pains in my back-bone, 
for which nothing was done nor was it even 
looked at, and I found great coldnefs in my 
lower limbs, my toes hung down, and my heels 
would not come to the ground, and my knees 
came together. After being in this ftate about 
three weeks I went to Bath, where, on the 
pain in my back-bone continuing (for which 
bladders of warm water, and fometimes a 
book was applied, laying that part of my 
back on the book, where the pain was, by 
which I was fomething relieved) the apothecary 
defired to look at it, when he at once difcover- 
ed the curvature of two or three joints in the 
middle, on which a confultation was held, and 
pumping in the warm bath recommended and 
adopted ; but in a few days I had two morti- 
fications in my pofteriors, and urinal flop- 
page foon after, together with a prodigious 
coldnefs in my legs and feet, fo much fo that 
I doubt if I mould have felt if they had been 
amputated — the cure of the mortifications took 
two months, after which purging was renew- 
ed, from which I had but little benefit — 1 had 
fpafms foon after I got to Bath that violently 
4 ftiook 
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fhook my body, and they continued for two 
years, but not violently, but are now off — 
I was unable to move a toe, or turn in my 
bed of myfelf. After being in Bath fix 
months, I came to London and fent for 

Mr. Polt, who immediately recommended 
cauftics to bring on a dilcharge, on each 
fide of the curvature — fo foon as they were 
applied and lie found the difcharge effect- 
ed, he at once faid I fhould walk and do 
bufinefs as well as I ever did, and ever fmce 
I have been recovering, and I can now walk 
ten miles a day with a cane, and am ftill reco- 
vering, on every application — I have had 
eight cauftics (always two at a time) and five 
fetons — I always benefit very foon after a dif- 
charge — but moft from the cauftic — and I 
ferjlbly feel the obftructions remove — I find 
the flefh on my thighs to recover the leaft of 
any part — my legs were little more than fkin 
and bone, and the abdomen was fwelled to a 
prodigious fize — the curvature was gone in 
about four months after the application — I 

have been obliged to take purgatives ever 

fmce, almoft conftantly ; — my appetite and 

fpirits have been generally very good — 

2 I find 
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t find myfelf more active and jufinile than 

for a confiderable time before I was taken 

I then was 36 — Mr Pott fays, he never knew 
one to have it that was above 4c — and it 
is moft common to children from eight to 
twelve — (vide his publications thereon) I do 
not find my recovery altogether progreflive, 
for I have intervals of a fortnight or three 
weeks that I am at a ftand — the time of reco- 
very is quite uncertain, it is fometimes in 
a few months, and at other times feveml years, 
— as I recover of the curvature fo my bear big 
returns — I mean to keep up the operations 
at all events* 



it 



Cafe of an Hydrocephalus Interm/s, fuccefs- 
fully treated hy Mercury. By Dr. Mi- 
chael Leib, Fellow of the College. Read 
January 1, 1788. 

WILLIAM COLES, aged three years, 
foil of William Coles, printer, in 
Black-Horfe alley, was admitted as a Difpen- 
Vol. I, D fary 
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fary patient on the i ith of September i jtifi 
His fymptoras were as follow, viz. extreme 
dilatation of the pupils of the eyes, ftrabifmus, 
violent pain in the head, his hand in conftant 
motion towards it, frequently crying ou£ 
" Mammy Oh ! my head tie it up, tie it 
tight," uncafy a*nd fhort (lumbers, with fre- 
quent ftartings as if fuddenly affrighted, ftu- 
por, a defire. to be in the dark and extreme 
uneafinefs at the approach of the leafl light, 
pulle fmall and frequent, fkin hot and dry. 
As worms in the prims vice frequently pro- 
duce a train of fymptoms counterfeiting 
hydrocephalus internus, a brifk cathartic of ca- 
lomel and rhubarb was exhibited, which gave 
feveral dejections, and difcharged a few fmall 
worms ; but as the cathartic made no impref- 
fion on the difeafe, he was ordered, on the 1 2th y 
Calomel gr. xij in four powders, one of which 
was to be given morning and evening. 

23th. Symptoms inereafmg in violence, 
his countenance maniacal, his eyes infenfible 
to light, conftant moaning and complaints of 
the head, pulfe fmall, and lefs frequent. The 
calomel had no effect upon hh bowels. 

14th, 
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14th. 12 grains of calomel were order- 
ed as before — no variation in the difeafe. 

15th. Bowels untouched by the calomel, 
pulfe more frequent, fkin hot and dry. 

1 6th. 16 grains of calomel and 2 grains 
of tartar emetic were ordered in 8 powders, 
one of which was to be taken every third hour; 
a few loofe ftools were produced. 

17th. 20 grains of calomel with 5 grains 
of opium were exhibited in 8 powders, one 
of which was ordered every third hour — a 
blifter was applied to the back of the neck. 

1 8th. The blifter rofe well, but gave no 
relief — the opium difpofed too much to fleep. 

19th. 16 grains of calomel with gum 
arabic divided into 8 parts were exhibited eve- 
ry third hour — fymptoms fomewhat mitiga- 
ted, pulfe lefs frequent, fkin more temperate, 
bowels more regular, urine in fmall quan- 
tity. 

20th. A large worm of the lumbricus kind 
was difcharged — fymptoms as before. 

D2 2IR\ 
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2 1 ft. The di'feafe appeared ftationary, lit- 
tle alteration being ©bfervable. 

2 2d. i 6 G R a i n s of calomel with mucifo ge 
of gum arabic and tincture of bark were exhi- 
bited in a mixture of four ounces, two tea 
fpoons full of which were ordered every 2nd. 
hour. The calomel affected the mouth and 
throat with fwelling. Symptoms much mo- 
derated ; pupils fomewhat contracted, pain in 
the head much abated, pulfe regular, urine 
copious. He called for victuals, eat a little, 
and noticed objects. 

23d. Symptoms on the decline — fwelling of 
the throat and tongue increased, but no fpit- 
ting. 

24th. Pupils much contracted, pain in the 
head removed, pulfe natural, fkin temperate^, 
bowels regular, urine copious, he flept well, 
had a good appetite, laughed, and feemed dif- 
pofed to play. 

25th. Swelling of the throat and tongue 
continued, which made him uneafy — no 
ptyalifm. 

2-6thv 
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id. The calomel was difcontinued as the 

difeafe appeared to be fubducd. 

27th. Pain in the head and fyraptoms of 
uneafinefs returned — 20 grains of calomel 
were ordered in a mixture as before. 

28th, 2.9th, and 30i.l1, He continued 
recovering — no fymptom but a fmall dilata- 
tion of the pupils remaining — He walked 
about, was cheerful, and eat heartily. 

The quantity of calomel exhibited in this 
cafe from the 12th of Sept. to the 28th. was 
1 1 2 grains. 

It is worthy of remark that no impref- 
lion was made on the difeafe till the mer- 
cury affected the mouth, at which time a co- 
pious difcharge of urine was produced and 
immediate relief obtained. 

On enquiring if any injury in the head had 
been fuftained by the child, the mother men- 
tioned that he had received a violent fall on 
the head a few days before his illnefs, which 
had rendered him infenfible for fome mo- 
ments. May not this (as Dr. Fothergill fup- 

pofes) 
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pofes) have caufed a rupture of a lymphatic 
in the brain, and have produced the difeafe ? 

III. 

An account of a Tetanus from the extrac- 
tion of two teeth, fuccefsjully treated by 
t he ufe of wine and mercury.- —In a letter 
from Benjamin Rum, M. D. to John 
Redman, M .D. Prefdent of the College of 
Phyfcians of Philadelphia. Read May 6, 
1788. 

Dear Sir, 

IT is not lefs from refpect to the rank you 
hold in our college, than from motives of 
a perfonal nature, that I have taken the liberty 
of addrefhng, through you, my firft commu- 
nication of a medical cafe to the College of 
Phyficians. 

Adam Sirbit, a failor, aged about thirty 
years, came into the Pennfylvania hofpital to 
be cured of fore legs. Soon after his admif- 
fion he was afflided with a pain in one of the 
molares of the upper jaw, for which I order- 
ed him to have his tooth drawn. In extract- 
ing 
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mg the affeded tooth, a found tooth was un- 
fortunately broken, with a fmall portion of 
the jaw-bone, and the roots of the tooth left 
in the bone. A few days after this operation 
he acted as door-keeper to the 'hofpital, in 
which ftation he was expofed to a cold damp 
air, the morbid effects of which were render- 
ed more certain, from his having been previ- 
oufly confined to a warm and comfortable 
ftove room. February 2nd. 1788, the day 
vfter he ferved in this capacity, he was affect- 
ed with a tr'ifmus^ accompanied with a fwelling 
on each fide of his throat — a full puife — and 
a total inability to fpeak. He complained of 
neither pain nor rigidity in any part of his bo- 
dy except in the places abovementioned. Up- 
pn the mod minute examination of his cafe, 
I candidly acknowledged in the prefence of 
the young gentlemen who attended my 
practice in the hofpital, that I was at a 
lofs to determine whether it was a tetanus 
or the fore throat, which then prevailed 
in the city and neighbourhood (and as ufual) 
with many anomalous fymptoms. The fuj- 
nefs of his pulfe indicated bleeding ; but 
leaft the difeafe mould prove to be fpaf- 
modic, I called upon my colleague Dr. Hut- 

chinfon 
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chinfon, who was then in another apartment 
of the hoi pita), and afked his advice with 
reipett to the propriety of that remedy. The 
Dr. did not heiitate a moment in adviiing the 
opening a vein, and under the influence or 
the fame ideas of the diforder which dictated 
this advice,I gave mypatient two grains of tar- 
tar emetic, and ordered a Wider to he applied 
to his neck. Within a few minutes after he was 
bled, our doubts of the nature of his diforder 
were fuddenly removed, for he was feized 
with convulfions of the opisthotonos kind. — 
The trifmus continued without any change 
— and he now began to complain of a pain 
(which feldom fails of attending the tetanus) 
at the bottom of the fternum. As loon as 
thefe fymptoms difcovered themfelves, I or- 
dered him to take Port and Madeira wines for 
his common drink, with as much bark as he 
could fwallow, and to have the outfide of his 
throat and jaws rubbed with mercurial oint- 
ment. 

Feb. 3. I had the pleafure of finding a 
confiderable abatement in the fymptoms of 
the tetanus. He opened his mouth near half 
an inch, and complained of no pain. He 

took 
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took, in the courfe of the laft four and twenty 
hours,//W quarts of wine, the greateft part of 
which was conveyed into his ftomach through 
the aperture made by the lofs of his two teeth. 
He took in this time only one ounce of bark, 
owing to the extreme difficulty of conveying it 
through the abovementioncd opening into his 
ftomach. In the courfe of the time that has 
been mentioned, he fpit about a pint. 

Feb. 4th. Me took about three quarts of 
wine fince yelterday — continued to fpit plen- 
tifully — and opened his mouth fo as to admit 
two of my lingers placed over each other. 

Feb. 5th. I found him fitting up by the 
ftove, — -and able to fpeak diftinctly. His jaw 
was perfectly free from rigidity, and he ap-j 
peared to be in his ufual ftate of health. 

A few flays after his recovery, a fmall piece 
of his jaw bone which had been detached in 
the extraction of his teeth, projected above 
Jus gum, and was taken away. 

It may not be improper to add here, that the 
fartar emetic which I gave him the firlt time I 

law 
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Taw him, produced no operation upon his fto-i 
mach,or bowels. His faeces during every ftage of 
his diforder were difcharged by means of glyf- 
ters. I mention this fact in order to reduce to 
greater certainty, the fymptom of coftivenefs 
belonging to the tetanus. Dr. Cullen ex^ 
preifes a doubt whether this fymptom be the 
effect of opiates or of the difeafe*. In the pre^ 
fent cafe it was certainly the effect of the dif-» 
eafe, for he did not take in any ftage of his 
$iforder, a Jingle grain of opium, 

I shall conclude with the following ob- 
fervations. 

I have heard of two inftances of tetanus 
following the extraction of teeth, both of 
which proved fatal. One was in St. Thomas's 
hofpital in London, — the other was in Bucks, 
county in this ftate, 

I have feen feveral inftances of an obftinate 
rigidity in the lower jaw fucceed the extrac- 
tion of a tooth, which yielded, without any 

alarming 

* Firft Lines MCCLXV, 
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alarming fymptoms, to confinement and emol- 
lient applications. 

I have heard of one pafe of a conftriction 
of the lower jaw after the extraction of a tooth 
being cured by the jaw being preffed down by 
a ftrong mechanical force. 

I communicate thefe facts without attempt- 
ing to reafon upon them. Perhaps when more 
facts of a fimilar nature are collected, and 
more minutely defcribed, we may be able to 
diftinguifh with precifion when the rigidity 
of the lower jaw, which follows the extraction 
of a tooth, may be confidered as a local com- 
plaint, or as a fymptom of general difeafe, 



XV. An 
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IV. 

An account of the Tama difcovered in the 

Liver of a number of Rats — In a letter 

from Dr. Jofeph Capelle, of Wilmhigton y 

to Benjamin Rufh, M. D. &c. Read May 

Stb, 1788. 

Wilmington^ March 20//&, 1788, 

Doctor. Benjamin Rush, 

Sir, 

PERSUADED that you are. always dif- 
pofed to encourage any thing which 
may lead to new discoveries, particularly in 
that fcience which you profefs, I therefore 
take the liberty of addreffing to you the en- 
clofed obfervations, requefting that you 
would lay them before the medical Society, if 
you think them worthy of their attention. 

I could wifh that the Subjects of my enqui- 
ries had been nobler ones than rats j and yet 

if 
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if we may believe medical records, fome of the 
mod valuable difcoveries, which have contri- 
buted greatly to the perfection of medical 
knowledge, have been made by zoologifts — 
Whether this is new or not, I cannot fay ; but 
it is fo to me, and this is the motive that has 
induced me to lay it before you. 

Wilmington, January ryth, 1788. Upon 
©pening the abdomen of a rat, I was ftruck 
with the appearance of three tubercles on the 
convex part of the liver. They were of a 
whitifh and tranfparent colour, and appeared 
to mC to be fat. This particularly led me to 
take out the liver, on the concave part of 
which I difcovered two more tubercles. I de- 
tached one of them to fee what kind of fab- 
ftance they were compoled of, whether glan- 
dular, or containing nothing elfe than a lym- 
phatic humour ; when, to my great furprize, 
after deftroying the matrix or enveloppe, I 
found it contained a worm of the Taenia kind, 
alive, and about fixteen inches long — I open- 
ed another matrix, and found a fimilar worm 
of about the fame fize. I examined a third 
tubercle, which was fmaller than the former, 
and found the matrix much thicker, which I 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe was owing to the worms not having 
diftended it. In this matrix I found eight 
fmall worms, and an infinite quantity of fmall 
fubftances much refembling fly blows, which 
I judged were eggs. The largeft of the worms 
was about an inch long ; the others very 
fmall, but eafily diftinguilhable fo as to leave 
no doubt of their being worms. 

Being of opinion that this was fomething 
new, I thought proper to preferve the other 
two tubercles in fpirit of wine. 

The rat from which this liver was taken 
was very fat, and the liver, I thought, un- 
commonly large, but it appeared no ways dif- 
eafed— I alfo obferved that the larger the worm 
was, the thinner was the matrix, which 
induced me to believe, that in a future day, it 
would have forced its way through it, and 
have fallen into the abdomen. 

It appears to me that thefe animals origi- 
nated in this vifcus — Each of them had a bed 
or cavity, proportioned to its fize and figure, 
and was connected to it by a tiflu, fimilar to 

that 
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that which unites the mufcular fibres. — Thefc 
matrices contained a white ferum ; and as I 
could not perceive blood-veffels of any kind in 
them, I concluded that the worms muft have 
derived their fubfiftence from the lymphatics. 

January %\, I opened another rat, but 
did not difcover any thing particular in it. 
This animal was of a middle fize, and had but 
a very fmall liver. 

January 23. I opened a third rat, in the 
liver of which I found a matrix containing a 
taenia of about eight inches in length, when 
ftretched ; but as it was alive it contracted it- 
felf to about five inches — I alfo difcovered a 
white fpeck, about the fize of a common pin's 
head, in which, by the aid of a microfcope, 
I difcovered a fmall worm — This animal was 
very fat, and the liver of a good proportion. 

January 27. Opened a fourth, and found 
but one matrix, containing a worm of the 
fame kind — This animal was large and its li- 
ver was of an uncommon fize. 

As thefe rats were all caught in the fame 

neigh- 
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neighbourhood, I was inclined to believe that 
their diet might be the caufc of thefe particula- 
rities — I therefore determined to get a few 
from another place, and procured fome from 
the Brandy wine Mills, the biggeft had in its 
liver, feven matrices, the largeft of which 
had partly fallen from the liver, the worm 
had pierced the matrix, and had nearly efcap- 
ed from it — This confirms my firft fuppofi- 
tion — But whether the rat feels any inconve- 
nience after their efcape from the liver, how 
they get rid of them, or whether this is a dif- 
eafe peculiar to thefe animals, in all feafon3 
and climates, &c. is a point which I leave to 
men of more abilities to determine. 

It does not appear that thefe worms breed 
in one part of the liver in preference to ano- 
ther, as I have found them in every part of it 
~— When confined in the matrix they are in a. 
convoluted fituation. 

I think it needlefs to give you a further 
particular defcription of the rats I opened, as I 
found the fame appearances exifting in fixteen 
out of eighteen that were the fubjects of my 
zoological refearches — I fhall conclude with 
3 obferving, 
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cbferving, that in one of the laft I found nine 
matrices, each of them containing worms of 
the taenia kind — Three of them had difen- 
gaged themfelves from their matrices, two 
lay on the interlines, and the other on the 
liver — I fhall further obferve, that the two 
rats, in which I found no worms, were very- 
lean, and their livers fmaller in proportion 
than the others. 

April 8, 1788. Since writing the other 
part of this letter, I opened a rat, in whofe 
ftomach 1 found thirteen worms, diftincl: from 
each other, twelve tape worms, and a round 
one. The taeniae were abundantly broader 
and larger than thofe found in the livers 
of the other rats — As this was the firft in 
whom I difcovered this appearance, I did 
not take a particular defcription of it, but 
mould my future diffe&ions difcover any thing 
particular, I will do myfelf the pleafure to 
communicate it to you. 

P. S. Should you wilh for any further in- 
formation, Do&or Duffield, Senr. will be 
kind enough to give it to you, as he was pre- 
sent at one of my diiTections. If any fur- 

Vol. I. E ther 
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ther enquiries on this fubjecl: are thought ne- 
cefTary, I will cheerfully undertake them, I 
mean I will cheerfully afTift in them. 



V. 



Cafe of Tetanus, by William Clarkfon, M. B. 
Fellow of the College. Read June 3^, 
1788. 

AS this college was inftituted for the pur- 
pofe of promoting medical enquiry, I 
think it the duty of every member to com- 
municate from time to time fuch information 
as may tend to advance the Science of medi- 
cine. ImprefTed with this fentiment, I have 
drawn up the following cafe, and flatter my- 
felf that, although it has proved unfuccefsful, 
it will not therefore be altogether unufeful. 

On Friday April 4, 1788, a young 
hearty man, 20 years of age, being at work 

in 
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in the fhip yard of Mr. John Hutton, trod 
upon a rufty nail, and immediately felt exqui- 
fite pain, which, however, foon abated, and 
entirely ceafed by the end of the fecond day. 

Friday April nth. he went with feveral 
of his fellow workmen down the river to raft 
lumber, and wrought very hard, during this 
day, in the rain and in the water. He was 
expofed all the fucceeding night, in his wet 
clothes, to the open air, and to the cold wet 
earth for his bed. 

Saturday April i 2. his fatigue was renew- 
ed, and he laboured fo hard in the rain, that 
pain in the ftomach and limbs, with extreme 
wearinefs, obliged him to requeft a comrade 
to take his oar and relieve him. 

Sunday morning, 1 3th, very early he was 
brought home, when I was fuddenly called to 
his affiftance, and received the above account. 
I found him fuffering excruciating pain in the 
epigaftric region, pains in all the limbs, with 
great wearinefs as from fevere fatigue. He 
found difficulty in opening the mouth from a 
fenfe of ftiffnefs of the jaw. He was free from 
E 2 fever, 
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fever, the pulfe being neither quick nor tenie, 
the belly was bound — he was without appe- 
tite, as had been the cafe for feveral days — The 
wounded foot was apparently found and gave 
no pain when prefTed. At firft 1 was alarm- 
ed, but undetermined as to the caufe of the 
complaint. From the aiilirance of the patient 
and others who knew him, that he was liable 
to hHfihefs of the jaw from tooth-ach,and from 
taking cold, I was inclined to hope that his 
difeafe might have arifen from his late fevere 
expofure to the weather and fatigue. — I di- 
rected 70 drops of the Thebaic tincture imme- 
diately ; wet hot cloths were applied to the 
region of the ftomach ; and after fome time, 
when the pain had moderated, a ftrong infu- 
fion of fenna, &c. was given. The jaws 
were anointed with a volatile oily liniment. 
In the evening I found him greatly relieved 
from pain, and that the laxative had produced 
a copious andvery fcetid difcharge. For the 
night a diaphoretic anodyne draught was or- 
dered. 

Monday 14th. Early this morning I was 
told that my patient had paffed a reftlefs night 
with great pain at fiomach, extending through 

the 
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the hack, frequent jerkings of the neck back- 
wards, and profufc fweating, all which had 
diftrefled him, ft nee two o'clock in the morn- 
ing — Sufpecting a foul ftomach to aggravate 
his fymptoms, I ordered a gentle emetic. 
This brought off a great quantity of cauftic, 
porraceous bile with much relief. Notwith- 
ftanding this circumftance, I concluded I mould 
have to combat with Tetanus. For, befides 
the abovementioned fymptoms, about noon 
the mufcles of the neck became rigid, the 
jaws were with difficulty opened ; the recti 
and other abdominal mufcles were tenfe and 
retraced ; fome pain in the act of fwallow- 
ing ; a diftrefled contracted countenance ; 
pulfe feeble though regular, and palpitation of 
the heart. I directed the ungt. mere. fort, to 
be often rubbed upon the neck and jaws, The- 
baic tincture to be given freely at fhort intervals, 
with a liberal ufe of wine and the bark- Scald- 
ed bran was applied very warm to the ftomach. 

Tuefday 15th. This morning found my 
patient better, as he had reded in the night — 
The fole of the foot where the puncture had 
been received, being fomewhat painful when 
prefled, led me to lay it open, and to apply 

fpirits 
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fpirits of turpentine, to induce a topical in- 
flammation. The twitchings of the neck Hill 
continued, but the intervals of relaxation were 
lengthened. He complained of pain and 
ftirmefs of the moulders, with fpafms of the 
arms and legs ; the jaws were within half 
an inch of being clofed ; pain in fwallowing 
was diminifhed ; the pulfe more flow, fmall 
and loft ; the tenfion of the abdominal muf- 
cles and the retraction at the fcrobiculus cordis 
unabated ; the countenance lefs diftrefTed, great 
thirft and defire of cold drinks — During the 
laft 24 hours he had taken two quarts of wine 
and 3c o drops of liquid laudanum, with but 
little appearance of intoxication ; the bark 

alfo was continued This evening, the 

fymptoms much as in the morning — The ina- 
bility of the fyftem increafed, for the lead 
noife in the room, or any one fpeaking to him 
fuddenly, occasioned violent jerks — The or- 
biculares palpebrarum were remarkably con- 
tracted, and the fpafmus cynicus, frequently 
diftorted the whole vifage — He flept but little 
this day and began to naufeatc the bark. 

V/edneflay 16. A.M. H ad fo me red laft 
it, but was difturbecl by company. Took 

bark, 
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bark, wine, and laudanum freely. The fric- 
tions of mercurial ointment were continued. 
His limbs are more relaxed; fpafms at the icro- 
biculus cordis are frequent - y pulfe foft and beat- 
ing 90 ftrokes ; the countenance more placid ; 
fome pain at the wound, but little fuppuration. 
The above medicines were ordered to be per- 
fifted in. The wine which he drank laft night 
being moftly diluted, he now requefted fome 
unmixed, and expreffed his agreeable fenfa- 
tions when taking it in that ftate. A clyfter 
emptied the bowels of much flatus, and the ap- 
plication of the fcalded bran always afforded 
relief. Having feen the good effects of the 
Haarlem oil, in a tetanic complaint produc- 
ed by cold, in a fubjett who followed the 
painter's bufinefs, I was led to alternate it 
with the laudanum, giving 25 drops of the 
former, every two hours, in a fpoonful of 

wine. Evening. The above medicines had 

been ufed punctually, and the oil gave very 
fenfible eafe whenever it was taken. 

Thurfday morning 1 7th. He refted tole- 
rably laft night, and upon his fide for the firft 
time. He expreffed much fatisfaction in the 
ufe of Haarlem oil, which warmed the ffo- 

mach 
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mach and eafed his pains confiderably, but 

camplains now that the wine affects his head 
with intoxication. H e took but 45 drops of 
the thebaic tindufe in the night. The fpafms 
were far from being frequent or diftrefli'ng. 
The abdominal mufcles were much relaxed. 
The pain of the ftomach was inconsiderable. 
The motion of his head more under the pati- 
ent's command. The pulfe foft and flow not 
exceeding 70 ftrokes in a minute. I now be- 
gan to be flattered with hopes of fuccefs, and 
by his defire, I remitted the flricl; ufe of the 
wine and bark. Evening. The fcene be- 
came changed, for the convulfions were 
now ftrong and frequent. He had, while I ' 
was prefent, one fevere fpafm over the whole 
fyftem ; and his head, body and extremities 
being rigid, he turned himfelf forcibly from 
his back to his fide — This paroxyfm was but 
momentary, and a general relaxation fuc- 
ceeded. 

Friday Morning 18th. The lad night he 
was reftlefs — The convulfions frequently dif- 
turbed him. This morning his head was 
much affected ; and he had the appearance of 
pne fomevvhat intoxicated, talking inceflantly, 

and 



( 73 ) 
and defiling to be fhifted from his fide upon 
his back, and vice verfa. The pulfe was foft 
and beat 70 — The abdomen was quite relax- 
ed, as alfo the mufcles of the neck — Difcharg- 
ed wind freely per an urn. Some fuppura- 
tion at the wound. The volatile alkali was 
fubftituted for wine, as this difagreed with 
him. A bolus of calomel was ordered to 
move the bowels — 60 drops of thebaic tincture 
to be exhibited every two hours with diluted 
wine as drink — Evening. The convulfions 
were frequent and fevere during this day. 
The rigidity of the body prevented him from 
fitting up in his bed. — The jaw was ftiff, 
though not clofed — He made frequent com- 
plaints of danger from ftranglmg, when about 
to fwallow. He was diftreffed with heat, 
and earneftly defired fanning, and would 
fcarcely fuffer any intermimon of this opera- 
tion. He had fwallowed an ounce of the 
the thebaic tincture fmce the morning. The 
bark alfo had been liberally ufed. No ftool 
for two days, therefore repeated calomel bo- 
lus and a laxative clyfter. 

Saturday 1 9th. He was perfectly free from 
fpafms laft night, but was reltlefs ; had a 

plentiful 
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dful foetid dejedion. He drank near a 
*;uart of wine, diluted, and took 25 drops of 
*he Haarlem oil every two hours during the 
aight, 3i. of the volat. alkali alio was taken — 
Panada and other light food were adminifter- 
ed freely* — The pulfe this morning languid, 
beating 65 ftrokes. The jaw more relaxed, 
and the palpitation abated. His head but lit- 
tle difturbed, and he fat up without any un- 
eafmefs about the neck — Noon, the bad 
lymptoms returning, recourfe was had to the 
former remedies — Evening. The fwallowing 
is become difficult — conftantly craves cold 
drink which was moderately allowed — Gene- 
ral convulsions came on, which continued for 
a mcrt time, and at length, in the night he 
died rigid. 

In conclufion of this cafe, I have to re- 
mark, that I was flattered with hopes of fuc- 
eefs, from the adoption of the above plan, inaf- 
much as bleeding and other relaxing means have 
fc often proved ineffectual — and efpecially as 
fo many appearances of debility feemed to juf- 
tify the ufe of tonics and flimulants, which of 
|ate have proved fo fuccefsful in cafe of teta- 
nus — • 
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nus — How far an extenfion of the tonic me- 
thod, even to immeriion in cold water, might 
have contributed to a cure, I fhall net under- 
take to determine. 

This patient was affiduoufly attended— 
and in the courfe of the -difeafe he took twelve 
quarts of good wine, near three ounces of 
the thebaic tincture about four ounces of the 
bark — half an ounce of Haarlem oil, and two 
drachms of the volatile alkali — neartwo ounces 
of the flrong mercurial ointment were rubbed 
into the neck and jaws. 

Although the mercurial frictions falivat- 
ed the nurfe for near a week, there was but 
little appearance of ptyalifm in the patient. 



VI. 
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VI. 



Recount of the fuccefsful application of cold 
water to the lumbar region in calculous 
cafes. In a letter to Benjamin Rufh, M. D, 
&c. Read Sept. 2nd. 1788. 

Atherjlone, March 15, 17S8, 
Sir, 

WHEN I was in America, and feveral 
years before I left England, fay from 
about the twenty fifth year of my age, I was 
terribly afflicted with the gravel ; and three 
or four times in a year, pafFed large rough 
pieces, which occafioned violent fits of the 
ftone cholic, fo that my life appeared fre- 
quently in great danger ; but now, by the 
bleffing of God, / have difcovered a method 
of preventing thofe terrible fits of the ftone, 
fo that I have not had one of them for near 
two years, and my remedy has been tried by 
another perfon with equal fuccefs, 

And 
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And as I wifh to do all in my power, t.7 

relieve thofe that are afflicted with that com- 
plaint, I fhall inform you of my method of 
prevention. Having been a great fufferer 
for twenty five years, I was led to read eve- 
ry author I could meet with who wrote on 
the ftone and gravel ; by which means I learn- 
ed that moft of thofe that are affli&ed in that 
way, are of a relaxed habit of body ; on 
which I thought if I ufed a partial cold bath, 
on the fmall of my back, it might be of fer- 
vice to me. Accordingly after I had pafled 
fome ftones, I had reafon to hope there were 
no more large ones left in my kidneys — I be- 
gan the application. I placed a bafon of cold 
water on a night chair, and on getting out 
of bed every morning flripped myfelf naked, 
and placing myfelf over it, I applied a large 
wet fpunge to the fmall of my back two or 
three times, and I fometimes applied it to 
my fundament and the genitals ; the confe- 
quertce of which has been, that the veflels of 
my kidneys have been contracted and ftrength- 
ened, fo that they have expelled the fand and 
gravel as faft as it formed or generated, {o 
that though I pafs as much fand and gravel 
as before, I have never had a bad fit fince I 

began 
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began with the above method which is now 
nearly two years. 1 mould remark, that I al- 
ways ufe a dry towel immediately after the 
application, and ufe all the exerciie I can. If 
giving you this information, mould be the 
the means of relieving any one perfon in 
America it would give me great pleafure. 

JOHN WILLDAY. 



VIL 

Cafe of Hydrocephalus Internus, with the ap- 
pearance on dlffetlion. By Dr. Michael Leib. 
Read Feb. 3, 1788. 

AN accurate knowledge of difeafes being 
eflentially necefTary towards the cure 
of them, I have thought the following cafe 
worthy your attention, as it may afTift in cha- 
ra&erifing, with more precifion, a diforder 
which fo often proves fatal, and which, till of 
late years, has been unknown to phyficians — 

And 
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And though mercury was infufncient to the 
cure of the prefent cafe, yet the unfortunate 
termination of it has convinced me, that the 
cafe I communicated to the college fome time 
ago, which was cured by mercury, and whofe 
leading fymptoms correfponded exactly wA 
the one I am going to relate, was realj 
a cafe of Hydrocephalus internus. In this 
child's complaint mercury could not be faidtto 
have had a fair trial, from an unhappy opi- 
nion of the mother, that if he furvived, he 
would be helplefs, which occafioned a neglecl 
in the due admin iftration of that medicine — 
Indeed, when the difficulty of fwallowing pre- 
vented the exhibition of calomel, mercurial 
friction was fufpended for near two days. 
The difeafe, as in the former cafe, arofe after 
a fevere fall down flairs, which ferves l» 
ftrengthen the conjecture of Dr. Fothergil3 9 
that it may be occafioned by the rupture of a 
lymphatic in the brain. 



JAMES 
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JAMES BOLAND, aged two years arid 
an half, of a delicate habit, was admitted to 
the care of the Difpenfary, November 28th, 
1788. About twelve days before his admif- 
fion he had a violent fall down ftairs, which 
was attended with a fmall contufion of the 
forehead — A week after the fall he complain- 
ed of indifpofition, and the fourth day of his 
illnefs was admitted as a difpenfary patient, 
and had the following fymptoms, viz. Great 
dilatation of the pupils, ftrabifmus, the cor- 
nea being fcarcely perceptible, violent pain in 
the head, ftupor, moaning, and when afked 
what ailed him he would anfwer, / amfick, 
and at the fame time point to his head — grind- 
ing of his teeth, vomiting, a flow and une- 
qual pulfe, not beating more than fixty in a 
minute, were likewife among his fymptoms 
—-From the account which was given by his 
mother of his fall down ftairs, I fufpefted a de- 
preflion of the fcull, but after the moft atten- 
tive examination no injury was perceptible. 

29th. I directed fix grains of calomel to 
be given, as he had been coftive for three or 
four days, and ordered ablifter to the neck. — > 
The calomel gave but a fingle dejection. 

3 30^ 
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36th. Symp.toms the fame, excepting a 
ceffation of vomiting — a grain of calomel was 
exhibited every two hours, and mercurial 
friction was ufed to his thighs. 

December ill. Symptoms more unfa- 
vourable ; irregularity of his pulfe more evi- 
dent than before ; a kind of fpafmodico-con- 
vulfive affection of one fide, and a paralyfis 
of the other ; ftupor fomewhat increafed — the 
calomel Was continued as before — he ,had 
three loofe black ftools. 

2d. Symptoms much worfe, flight con- 
vulfions, pulfe So, and irregular; mcrcurius 
calcinatus was fubftituted for the calomel, and 
mercurial friction continued — he dofed all 
night. 

3d. He was infenfibh; to every object ; 
pulfe 1 00 — the calomel was again ufed. 

4th. Stupor the fame — he had a difcharge 
of matter, of a pus like appearance, from the 
eyes, which had become immoveable, and 
had the veflels of the tunica albuginea much 
diftended with blood ; his cheeks were fwell- 

Vol. I. F ed, 
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cd, and he had a difficulty of deglutition— 
Pulfe regular with confiderable action in it — 
he had a dark-coloured ftool. 

^th. An apparent alleviation of the dii- 
eafe, ftrabifmus lefs, pupils fomewhat con- 
traded, ftupor abated, pulfe full and at an 
hundred, fkin moift, bowels regular — he no- 
ticed objects, replied when fpoken to, and 
fwallowed fome drink and calomel. 

6th. Symptoms moderated, pulfe natural, 
bowels loofe, eyes much inflamed ; he an- 
fwered when I fpoke to him. 

7th. Every fymptom more unfavourable, 
pulfe intermitting and tremulous ; convulfi- 
ons, with profufe fweat, which continued 
till death. 

Having obtained permiffion from the pa- 
rents for my friend Dr. Wiftar, and myfelf, 
to examine the body, we opened the head, 
and found the following appearances : 



DIS- 
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DISSECTION. 

Upon removing the cranium the blood- 
veffels of the meninges appeared more dis- 
tended than they ufually are ; and there were 
feveral fmall adhefions of the dura and pia 
mater to each other. The furface of the cere- 
brum was extremely moift — the colour of 
it's cortical fubftance was more pallid than 
ufual, and, upon cutting into it, there were 
very few of the red pun&a which are fome- 
times obfervable. All the ventricles were 
diftended, with a clear walry fluid ; each of 
the lateral ventricles contained at leaft one 
ounce and a half of it, and the other two 
about an ounce. 
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VIII. 

Account of the State of the Baro- 
meter. 



M 



P. I JANUARY, 1789. 



3*5 

3°- 5 
3°-5 
30.3 

3°-3 
3°-3 

9 3°-3 

10 |3 c -3 
11I30.0 

12 30.0 

1329.5 
1 4 1 29.4 
i5 ! 27-7 
1630.0 I 
1729.5 
1830.0 



19 

20 

21 
22 

23 

25 
16 

27 

23 

29 

3° 
3 1 



29.5 

29-3 
29.7 

27.7 

3°-4 

^0.0 

29-5 
29-5 

30.0 
29.5 
29.7 
29.7 



Clear day, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. very cold day. 
Slight fnow. 
Clear day, little wind. 

Do. and fevere froffc. 
A fall of fnow. 
Cloudy, little wind. 
Clear, fine day. 

Do. 
Cloudy morning. P. M. clear. 
Clear fine day 
Cloudy, and little wind 
Foggy day and thaw 
Cloudy 

Snow, hail and fleet 
Clear day 
Warm clear day 
Foggy, overcafl fky 
Fair morning. P. M. fnow 
Rainy, cloudy day 
Overcafi and moderate 

Do. little wind 

Do. 
A fall of fi 



W. 



N. 


w. 


N. 


w. 


N. 




W. 




N. 


w. 


N. 


w. 


N. 


w. 


W. 




N. 


E. 


W- 




W. 




w. 




w. 




w. 




s. 




w. 




N. 


E. 


,N. 


W- 


0. 
E. 




E. 




E. 




N. 


E. 


S. 




N. 




W 





M 


B. 


i 


3°-4 


2 


3°-5 


3 


30.0 


A 


30.0 


5 


3°-5 


<3 


30.0 


3 


3°-4 


8 


29.7 


9 


29-5 


10 


30.0 


i i 


30.0 


12 


30.0 


r 3 


30.0 


14 


30.0 


<5 


30.0 


16 


29-5 


17 


30.0 


18 


30.0 


19 


30.0 


20 


30.0 


21 


30.0 


22 


29.7 


2 3 


29.7 


24 


30.0 


25 


3°-3 


26 


30.4 


27 


30.0 


*8 


10.0 
3 
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FEBRUARY, 



1789. 



Severe frofty day 

Do. 
Fine pleafant day 
Hazy, overcaft 
Clear cold day 
Overcaft and cold 
Fine clear day 
Hazy and fnow 
Variable weather 
Fine pleafant day 

Do. 

Do. * 

Do. but colder 
Sharp frofl 

Do. 
Snow 

Clear cold day 
Hazy, overcaft 
Snow from 
Deep fnow and clear 
Clear pleafant day 
Hazy foggy day 

Do. 
Clear cold day 
Extreme cold 

Do. 
Pleafant day 

Do. 



W. 

■ N. W. 
-W. 

-S. w. 

-N. 

-N. W. 
-N. 

-N. W. 
-S. E. 
-JW. 
-S. w. 



• N. W. 
.'N. W. 

-E. 
-N. W. 



'N. 



-IN. W. 

-W. 

■|W. 

- ! N. W. 

■In. w. 
-;n. w. 
-S. w. 

-E. 



M. B. 



i 

2 

? 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

io 

ii 

12 

'3 



30.0 
30.4 
30.0 
30.0 
30.4 
30.0 

29-5 
30.0 

30.0 

3°-S 

3°-5 
30.0 

30.0 



14 ^0.0 



15 
16 

*7 

j: 



3°-5 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
19:29.7 
20 30.0 

21I00.0 

\ J 

22;30.0 

23 30.0 



24 

25 

26 

27 
28 



30.0 
3°-4 
3°-4 
3°-4 
30.0 
2930.0 
3°i 2 9-5 
3 I J29-5 
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MARCH, 


1789. 


W. 


Fair pleafant day 


- 


s. 


Do. and calm 


- 




Heavy rain from 


- 


B. 


Cold clear day, wind 


_ 


N. W. 


Do. 


— — 


N. W. 


Overcafl, heavy rain at night - 


S. 


Cloudy morn. P. M. clear 


N. W. 


Fine clear day 


- 


N. W. 


Do. 


- 


S. 


Do. 


. 




Do. 


> 




Overcaft, and rain at 


night 




Fair pleafant day 


" 


w. 


Do. 


— 


w. 


Do. 




w. 


Cloudy r 


™ 


s. 


Fine clear day 




E. 


Do. 


_ 


E. 


Do. heavy rain at night 


w. 


Clear pleafant day 


m 


W 


Variable weather 


. 


E. 


Clear day 


- 


N. W. 


Do. very cold 


- 


N. W. 


Do. 


- 


N. W 


Sharp cold wind 


1 

r 


N. E. 


Do. 


1 




Warm fine day 


- 




Rain and wind 


_ 


S. E. 


Clear day 


- 


N. W. 


Rainy day 


- 




Fair day 


- 


N W, 
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M 


B.| 


APRIL, 1789. 


W. 


i 30.0 


Very variable 


W. 


2 30.0 


Fair day - 


N. W. 


3 


30.0 


Do. - 


W. 


430.0 


Do. - 




53°-° 


Do. - 




630.0 


Rainy day - 


s. 


7,29-5 


Fair and high wind 


w. 


8,29.5 


Do. - - 




930.0 
10 29.0 


Overcaft, little wind 


S. E. 


Violent gufts of rain 


S. E. 


1 \ 2 9- 5 


High wind at - 


W. 


12:29.7 


Cold Cloudy day 


W. 


i3 ! 3o.o 


Clear, cold at - 


W. 


14^0.0 


Fair day, wind * < 


s. 


15 


29.7 


Do. 


s. w. 


16 


3O.O 


Do. little wind at 


E. 


'7 


3O.O 


Do. high wind 


N. W. 


18 


30.0 


Fair pleafant day - - - 


W. 


*9 


30.0 


1 Do. - - - 


w. 


20 


3O.O 


Do. - 




21 


29.4 


Rain till 3 P. M. 


E. 


22 


29.7 


Fair day, wind - 


N. W. 


23 


29.7 


Hazy warm day 


s. w. 


24 


29-3 


Heavy rain from - - 


s. w. 


25 


29.5 


Clear day, high wind 


w. 


26 


2 9-5 


Do. cold wind - 


N. 


27 


2 9-5 


Variable weather 




28 


29.7 


Cold day - - 


N. W. 


29 


|29-7 


Do. 


N. W. 


3° 


;29-7 


Do. 


N. W. 



M B. 
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MAY, 



) 

1789. 



9 
10 
11 
12 

T 3 

M 

J 5 
16 

*7 

18 

J 9 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 
24 



29.7 

2 9-5 
29.7 

29.7 

5(29-7 
6I30.0 

30.0 

29.7 
30.0 

30.0 
30.0 
30.0 

3°-3 
29.7 
29.7 
29.7 
29.7 
29.7 

9-7 
30.0 

29.7 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 



25 30.0 



26)30.0 
27 30.0 
2830.0 
29 30.0 
3030.0 
31)30.0 



Clear pleafant day 

Rainy day 

Fine warm day 

Overcaft 

Variable weather 

Cold windy day 

Rainy morning 

Hazy cloudy weather 

Fine clear day 

day - i 

Hazy morning. P. M. fair 

Fair day, wind 
Do. little wind 

Rainy day 

Cold windy day 

Rainy morning. P. M. fair 

Clear warm day 
Do. 
Do. 
Hazy, overcaft, and cold 
Rainy morning 
Clear cool day 
Fine pleafant day 

Do. 
Rainy day, wind 
Clear pleafant day 
Cloudy day, and cold wind 
Rainy morning 
Fair day 

Do. fharp lightning and thunder 
Cloudy morning ' - 



W. 

■ N. 
E. 
S. 
E. 
S. 

N. W. 
S. 

s. 

N. W. 
S. E. 
W. 

s. w. 

E. 
E. 

N. E. 
W. 

w. 
!s. w. 

s. 
s. w. 

Is. w. 

N. W. 

w. 

s. w. 

N. 

N. E. 
N. E. 
N. E. 
S. W. 
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M 


B. 


JUNE, 1789. 


i 


30.0 


Fair pleafant day- 


2 


30.0 


Do. 


3 


30.0 


Do. 


4 


30 


Do. 


5 


30.0 


Rainy morning 


6 


30.0 


Fine pleafant day 


7 


3c. 


Rain, thunder, and lightning 


8 


30.0 


Warm pleafant day 


9 


30.0 


Do. 


10 


30.0 


Sultry over caft weather 


1 1 


29.7 


Do. 


12 


29.7 


Fine pleafant day 


J 3 


29.7 


Do. 


14 


30.0 


Do. 


15 


30.0 


Do. 


16 


30.0 


Do. - 


17 


30.0 


Do. 


18 


30.2 


Do. very cool 


J 9 


30.2 


Pleafant warm day 


20 


29.7 


Very warm. Guft P. M. 


21 


30.0 


Do. and fair 


22 


29.7 


Do. and guft P. M. 


2 3 


29.7 


Fine pleafant day 


24 


30.C 


Cool fine day 


2 5 


30.0 


Do. 


26 


30.0 


Do. - - 


27 


30.0 


Do. 


28 


30.0 


Do. warm 


29 


30.0 


Do. with fhowers, A. M. 


3°J 


30.0 


Fine pleafant day 



w. 

N. 
N. 

N. E. 
N. E. 
:>. 

3. W. 
S. W. 

s. 
s. 
s. 

s. 

N. W. 

w. 
w. 
w. 

N. W. 

w. 

M. W. 
>. 

w. 
s. w. 

s. w. 
w. 

■ N. W. 

w. 



-S. E. 
-'S. 

-|W. 



M B. 



I 


30.0 


2 


30.0 


3 


30.0 


4 


30.0 


5 


30.0 


6 


30.0 


7 


30.0 


8 


30.0 


9 


30.0 


IO 


30.0 


ii 


3 co 


12 


30.0 


13 


30.0 


14 


30.0 


15 


30.0 


16 


30.0 


17 


30.0 


18 


30-0 


10 


3 o-o 


20 


3 o-o 


21 


30-0 


22 


3 o-o 


^3 


3 o-o 


24 


3 o-o 


25 


3 o-o 


26 


3 o-o 


27 


3 o-o 


28 


3 o-o 


29 


30-0 


3° 


30-0 


3 1 


3 o-o 



M. 
M. 



clear 
guft 
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JULY, 1789. 

Warm clear day 

Do. guft P. M. 

Do. and guft 

Do. 

Do. 
Cool clear day 

Do. - 

Clear, pleafant 

Do. very warm 

Do. cool wind at 

Do. 
Rainy morning. P. 
Clear morning. P. 
Clear cool day 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. rain at night 
Fine pleafant day 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. very warm 

Do. 

Do. P. M. heavy guft 
Fine clear day 

Do. 

Do. rain at night 

Do. 
Rainy day 
Overcaft lowring day 
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M 


B. 


AUGUST, 1789. ' 


W. 


i 


30.0 


Sultry damp weather 


S. E. 


2 


30.0 


Do. rain at night 


S. E. 


3 


30.0 


Heavy fhowers - 


S. 


4 


30.0 


Do. and very fultry 


S. E. 


5 


30.0 


Do. - - - 


S. E. 


6 


30.0 


Do. - 


S. 


7 


30.0 


Do. - 


S. 


8 


30.0 


Do. - 




9 


30.0 


Very hot and fultry 


s. 


IO 


3C.0 


Do. fhower P. M. 


s. 


1 1 


30.0 


Do. 


s. w. 


12 


29.7 


Do. - - 




13 


29.7 


Do. 




14 


29.7 


Do. - 




*5 


29.7 


Do. - 


, 


16 


29.7 


Do. guft P. M. 




n 


29.7 


Fine cool clear day 


N. W. 


18J30.0 


Cloudy - 


N. 


19J30.0 


Do. and rain 


N. E. 


2030.3 


Warm clear day 


S. W. 


2 1 J3C.3 


Do. 




2230.3 


Cool clear day - 


N. E. 


2330.0 


Do. 


E. 


24J30.0 


Do. - - 


E. 


2530.0 


Warm fine day 


E. 


26130,0 


Do. - - 




27I29.7 


Do. very warm 


S. 


28j2 9 .7 


Fine pleafant day 




29J29.7 


Do. wind frefh 


W. 


30'' 3 0.0 


Do. fhower at noon 


W. 


3*1 


30.0 


Very cool clear day 


N. W. 







( 9* ) 




M 


B. 

2 9-5 


S E P T E M B E R, 1789. 


W. 


i 


Cloudy - - 


W. 


2 


29.5 


Pleafant warm day 


S. W. 


3 


29-5 


Do. 


s. w. 


4 


30.0 


Clear cold day 


N. W. 


5 


30.0 


Do. - 


N. W. 


6 


30.0 


Do. - 


N. 


j 


30.2 


Clear pleafant day 


N. E. 


3 


30-3 


Do. - - 


E. 


9 


3°-3 


Do. 


E. 


IO 


3°-3 


Do. - . 




ii 


30.0 


Do. 




12 


30.0 


Rainy, hazy 


E. 


T 3 


30.0 


Hazy - 


S. E. 


14 


30.0 


Fair 


E. 


*S 


29.7 


Rainy - 


E. 


16 


29.7 


Fair - 




17 


29.7 


Hard Rain - - 


E. 


18 


30.0 


Fair - 


N. W. 


3 9 


3 c -3 


Do. - 


W. 


20 


3°-3 


Do. - - 


w. 


21 


3°-3 


Do. very warm 


w. 


22 


30.0 


Do. 


w. 


23'30.0 


Do. - . 




24 30.O 


Do. - - 


s. w. 


25(30.0 


Do. - 




26 30.O 


Do. - 




273O.O 


Do. and flight rain 


NT. 


28 30 O 


Do. 


N. 


293O.O 


Fair - - 




3° 


30.0 j 


Do. 





M B. 



i 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

io 
1 1 
12 

'3 
«4 

*5 
16 

17 
18 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 

24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
3° 
3 1 



30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
300 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
29.4 
29.4 
29.4 
29.4 
29.4 
29.4 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 

3°-5 
30.0 

3°-3 
30.0 

29.5 

30.0 

30.0 

29.7 

30.0 
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OCTOBER, 1789. 



W. 



Fair 

Do. very cool 
Hazy, overcaft 

Do. (light (howers 
Fair 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Clear cold wind 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. warmer 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Slight rain 
Clear 

Do. 
Rain P. M. 
Fair 

Guft P. M. 
Cloudy 
Fair 

Overcaft 
Clear 

Do. and pleafant 



■N. W. 
N. W. 
S. E. 
S. E. 

• N. W- 
.W. 

• W. 

• S/ w. 
-S. w. 

• N. W. 

■ N. 

■ N. 

• S. w< 

.s. w. 
.w. 

.w. 



■ N. 

s. w. 
w. 

-W. 

• E. 

.S. E, 
.W. 

W. 
W. 
W. 

• E. 

• N. W. 

• S. 
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M 


B. 1 NOVEMBER, 1789. 


1 W. 


i 


30.C 1 Clear pleafant calm 


j 


2 


30.0 


Do. 




3 


29. 


Rainy day and mow 


w. 


4 


30.0 


Clear, cold 


w. 


5 


30.0 


Do. and windy 


w. 


6 


30.C 


Do. pleafant 


|W. 


1 


30.0 


Do. rain at night 


's. 


8 


3°'3 


Clear pleafant day 


E. 


9 


30.0 


Foggy 


S. 


10 


30,0 


Do. morning 


s. 


ii 


30.0 


Fair warm day 


s. 


12 


30.C 


Do. foggy morning 


s. 


M 


30.0 


Do. till noon calm 




14 


30.0 


Do. 




«S 


30.C 


Do. 




16 


30.0 


Do. 




J? 


3°-3 


Clear cool day 


N. W. 


18 


3°-7 


Do. (harp froft 


N. W. 


19 


3°-3 


Do. moderated 


N. W. 


20 


30.0 


Cloudy - - 


s. w. 


21 


30.0 


Rainy day 


s. w. 


22 


29.5 


Do. and foggy 


s. w. 


23 


30.0 


Clear, windy at - 


N. W. 


24 


30.0 


Do. and calm 




25 


30.0 


Cloudy - 


E. 


2629.3 


Storm of rain and wind 


E. 


27129.5 


Cloudy overcaft 


N. E. 


28,30.0 


Do. - 




29J29.5 


Do. 




30 


29.C 


Do. > 
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M 


B. 


DECEMBER, '1789. 


W. 


i 


29.5 


Clear, cold, and windy 


N. W 


2 


30.0 


Do. - - 




3 


30.0 


Do. 




4 


30.0 


Do. warmer 


;w. 


5 


30.0 


Do. light fnow 


|W. 


6 


30.0 


Fine pleafant day 


, s - 


7 


30.0 


Foggy, warm 


s. 


8 


30.0 


Clear day - 


w. 


9 


30.0 


Do. very pleafant 


w. 


IO 


30.0 


Do. - - 


s. w. 


1 1 


30.0 


Rainy day 


R 


12 


30.0 


Clear - 


w 


J 3 


30.0 


Do. - 


w 


J 4 


3°-4 


Do. fharp froir. 


w. 


15 


30.0 


Clear and moderate 


w. 


16 


30.0 


Rainy day - - 


E. 


*7 


30.0 


Do. - 


N. E. 


18 


30.0 


P. M. clear - - 


w. 


*9 


30.0 


Clear day 


w. 


20 


30.0 


Sharp frofl: 


N. W- 


21 


30.0 


Snow r_ . _ 


w. 


22 


3°-5 


Fair and moderate 


N. 


23 


30.3 


Do. - 


N. 


24 


30.0 


Snow and rain. P. M. clear 


S. 


25 


30.0 


Fair pleafant day 


w. 


26 


30.0 


Do. - - 




27 


30.0 


Rain and thick fog 


s. 


28 


30.0 


Foggy day - 


E. 


29 30.0 


Fair fine day 


W. 


3029.7 


Rainy - 


S. E. 


3 1 ! 


29.7 


Cloudy overcaft - -j 


S. E. 
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IX. 



An account of a fingular cafe of Ifchuria, hi 

a young Woman ', which continued for more 
than three years : during which time, if her 
urine was not drawn off with the catheter ', 
Jhe frequently voided it by vomiting ; and for 
the laf 20 months, paffed much gravel by the 
catheter, as well as by vomiting, when the ufe 
of that infrwnent was omitted, or unfuc- 
cefsfully applied, To which are an?7exedfome 
. Remarks and Pby/iological Obfervations . By 
Ifaac S enter, M. D. afjociate member of the. 
College of Phy/icians of Philadelphia, and 
Senior Surgeon in the late American Army. 
Read January 5, 1790. 

LUCY FOSTER, aged fifteen years, a 
flefhy, healthy looking, well proporti- 
oned young woman, was taken June ill, 
1 785, with a pain in the left Hypochondrium, 
accompanied with cough, fever, oppreflion 
at her breaft, and difficulty of breathing. 

3 Being 
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Heing in very poor circumftances, her 
friends neglected afking advice till about a 
fortnight from her firft feizure, when I was 
called to her ailiftance. 

I was informed by her mother that fhe be- 
came a woman at thirteen, and continued pretty 
regular in her menfes, till within five weeks 
' of her preient illnefs ; and that from her fee- 
ing nothing during that period, me fuppofed 
her to have taken a bad cold, as fhe was very 
inattentive to her health, and had been oblig- 
ed to do the duty of a fervant maid in a family 
at the other end of the town. 

Her pulfe was upwards of ioo in a mi- 
nute, her tongue coated with that fort of fur 
which often accompanies a bad kind of chro- 
nic inflammation of the thoracic vifcera. 

I took ten ounces of blood from her arm, 
gave her an emetic, and directed an epifpaftic 
of flies to the affected fide. The blood when 
cool, heft up its coagulable lymph as is com- 
mon in pneumonic inflammation ; but the 
buff was tender, and the craffamentum and 
Vol. I. G ferumf 
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ferum did not feparate, as is ullial in cafes of 
acute inflammation of the breaft. 

Expectorant febrifuge mixtures were 
given her with emollient ptyfans of barley wa- 
ter, &c. and another blifter applied to her 
fide witkin a few days. Thefe medicines 
produced an abatement of the fymptoms, and 
in the courfe of three weeks, I ceafed to vi- 
fit her. I however looked upon her difeafe 
to have a ftrong tendency to a confumption : 
and about the fourth week from my firft vi- 
fiting her, fhe vomited up a quantity of 
bloody pus, of a very difagreeable kind, which 
with the preceding fymptoms, induced me to 
think a vomica had burft in her ftomach ; for 
during the whole of this illnefs from my firft 
feeing her, her ftomach was fo irritable, that 
it was with much difficulty, that either food 
or medicine could be made to fit upon it ; and 
fhe often vomited up the mod fimple barley 
drink. 

She had a fuppreffion of urine for twenty- 
four hours, but did not get any aid from me- 
dicine, as nature relieved herfelf. She, how- 
ever, 
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ever, became regular in her menfes, and re- 
covered fo far in about two months, as to 
return to her ufual labour, and continued ca- 
pable of doing her duty to the fatisfa&ion of 
her employers, till the June following, 1 786. 
On the third of this month, I was defired to 
vifit her again, when I found all her old 
complaints (except the fuppreffion of her 
menfes), returned with greater feverity than 
they appeared the laft yean 

She was now let blood, and treated in other 
refpe&s as before : her diftrefs continuing fo 
great, that I found it neceflary to repeat 
the operation, (drawing fmall quantities) 
feveral times, as nothing elfe appeared to 
afford her any confiderable relief. Her 
tongue was covered with a yellowilh coat in 
the middle, and a muflin colour at the edges 5 
her pulfe beat 1 20 ftrokes in a minute. 

The irritability of her ftomach was fo 
great, that it had become extremely difficult 
to give any article either of medicine or nou- 
rifhment, but what me vomited up immedi- 
ately. The effervefcent draughts, infufions 
Ga of 
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of Columbo, with fpirits of fweet nitre and 
fweet vitriol, liq. anod. min. &c. were 
tried without any lafting effect. Opium gave 
the molt permanent relief, and afforded her 
that refefhment from fleep, which fhe could 
obtain by no other means. 

As I now looked upon her cafe to be of 
long continuance, and refiding in a diilant 
part of the town, I called but feldom, after 
the feverity of her fymptoms had fubfided ; 
which they did in about three weeks. 

On the 2nd of July, fhe was feized with a 
total fappreflion of urine, without any per- 
ceptible caufe, which continued five days, 
not being able to void a fmgle drop; and not- 
withltanding her pain and diftrefs were very 
great, fhe did not let her circumftances be 
fully known to her friends, for fear of hav- 
ing it drawn off with an inftrument. 

The beginning of the fixth day, me was 
taken with a vomiting, which lafted till fhe 
brought up nothing but water, which, fhe 
laid, tailed in every refpect like urine. 

As 
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As her vomiting continued, fhe found re- 
lief in the bottom of her belly, from the fwell- 
ing and great forenefs fhe had felt for feveral 
days. 

She now thought herfelf much' better, but 
her vomiting recurred the next day, as I was 
informed, and continued more or lefs every 
day till I faw her, which was on the 1 4th of 
the month. 

As (he had difcharged from her ftomach 
every thing {he ate or drank, from the time of 
her firft vomiting till this, me did not fuffer fo 
much from the Ifchury, which ftill continued, 
as fhe did before the firft evacuation. I pre- 
vailed upon her to let me pafs the catheter in- 
to the bladder, whence I drew about three 
pints of urine, clear, but high-coloured ; her 
ftrength was very much exhaufted, and fhe 
felt great heat and forenefs throughout the 
abdominal vifcera. 

A variety of medicines were preform- 
ed, and every method purfued that could be 
thought of to allay the extreme irritability of 

her 
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her ftomach, and reftore the natural aclion 
of the bladder. 

For ten weeks fucceflively, fhe was inca^ 
pable of retaining in her ftomach either food 
or medicines, except opium ; this was her 
only folace by day as well as night. 

From this time to December, me conti- 
tinued with very little abatement of her dif- 
trefs, or alteration of her circumftances. And 
as fhe could lie in no other pofition, {he was 
conftantly fupported in an armed chair, in a 
reclined pofture, with pillows under her 
hips. 

Whenever I omitted to draw offherwa^ 
ter once in 30 or 36 hours at fartheft, fhe ne- 
ver failed to vomit it up. To afcertain lb 
extraordinary a fact beyond the poflibility 
of a miftake on my part, or a deception on 
hers, I often vifited her about the time I 
knew me muft vomit if the catheter was not 
introduced ; and I examined her bladder, 
found it full, hard, and tender ; and fat by 
her till the vomiting recurred, fayed the wa- 
ter that fhe brought up this way, and com- 
pared 
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pared it with what I drew off, and found it 
the fame in every refpecl:. 

During the time her urine came off by 
vomiting, (he fuffered extreme anxiety, and 
always complained of great heat, fmarting, 
extreme thirft, and a fenfation of inverfion or 
turning up of fomething (running, as fhe ex- 
preffed it) that appeared to tear her bowels. 

As the affair had become fo lengthy, and 
my bufinefs was fuch that it was not in my 
power to attend upon her as often as her cafe 
required, I inftru&ed the young gentlemen 
who lived with me, in the ufe of the cathe- 
ter, and they waited on her in my abfence 
as often as they could conveniently. 

In the month of January 1 78 7, from fome 
caufe unknown fhe could not be relieved 
with the inftrument, nor could fhe vomit up 
her urine for feveral days ; when it paffed off 
by the navel, for three days fucceflively; af- 
ter which, the catheter was ufed with the 
fame effect as before. 

From 
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From this time, to the Auguft following, 
there was fo great a fameneis in her com- 
plaints, that nothing occurred worth noticing. 
About the beginning of this month, a brick- 
coloured gravel began to pafs off through 
the catheter, and foon became fo large and 
plentiful, that neither urine or gravel could 
be completely evacuated by the inftrument in 
its ufual form. I had one made of a differ- 
ent conftruction, open at two of the fides for 
about half an inch, which anfwered my 
wifhes. 

She continued to difqharge gravel this way, 
whenever her urine was drawn oif, till the 
beginning of November, at which time fhefelt 
more diftrefs than ufual, whenever her urine 
came off by vomiting, and (he foon obferved 
a gritty fubjlance in her mouth. When I 
was informed of this new phenomenon, I re- 
quefted her to fave the urine for my infpec- 
tion, the next time fhe vomited. I compar- 
ed this with what I drew off, and found it 
contained the fame kind of gravel as that 
which paffed the catheter. I procured and 
faved feveral drachms of this gravel, that 
game from her both by the inftrument and 

by 
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by vomiting, and could obferve no difference 
either in the colour or confiftence of them. 

From this period to thefummer 1788, her 
complaints continued much the fame. When 
her water was not drawn off, me always 
brought it up by vomiting, commonly at- 
tended with great pain in the head. During 
this fummer, me twice pafTed a fmall quantity 
of urine, through the urethra, in confe- 
quence of being frightened, once by thunder, 
and the fecond time by the falling of a win- 
dow in her room. This ferved only to raife 
her fpirits for a few days, with the expe&a- 
tation of her urine returning through its na- 
tural channel. Her cafe, however, continu- 
ed the fame in that refpcdt, and grew every 
day more complicated in others. The hypo- 
gaflrium became more tumid and tender, and 
her bladder appeared very much thickened, 
and extremely fore, even after it was evacua- 
ted. Add to this, the apparent inequality of 
the furface of the bladder, was fo great, and 
the tumour fluffing fometimes towards the 
right, and at others to the left inguen accord- 
ing as her body was moved, that I began 
ftrongly to fufpecl a flone. 

Through 
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Through the month of September, her 
urine could very rarely be drawn off; for 
upon the introduction of the catheter, a fpafm 
feized the urethra and neck of the bladder, 
and though the inftrument appeared to pafs 
high up into the fundus of the bladder, not 
more than a gill could be drawn, before it 
itopped entirely, with a fenfation of fome- 
thing falling down againft its cervix, which 
me was very confident was zjlone. 

In the courfe of this month fhe vomited 
more fand than fhe had at any time beforehand 
failed in ftrength and fpirits fo faft, that I was 
apprehenfive fhe would not live the month 
out. Her urethra, bladder, and external geni- 
tal parts, were fo extremely fore, that, for fome 
time, it prevented my fearching her for the 
ftone in the manner I intended. 

About the beginning of October, I was 
able to introduce the found, when I readily 
met with a ftone, which appeared of a fmall 
fize, and rather fofter than urinary calculi 
commonly are. I repeated the examination a 
number of times, till I was perfectly fatisfied 
that this was the cafe, 

She 
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She would readily have undergone the 
operation of Lithotomy ; but I told her 
no lafting advantage could be expected from 
it, while her vifcera continued in fuch a dif- 
eafed condition. During this month, her 
urine could be drawn off but part of the time; 
and me vomited it up for more than a week, 
without the poffibility of any relief from the 
inftrument, notwithftanding it was kept in 
the bladder fometimes during the whole night. 

She had, at different feafons of the year, fe- 
deral ill-conditioned fmall abfceffes in her 
arm pits, and on other parts of her body ; but 
they did not appear to benefit her general 
complaints. She alfo voided at different times, 
by vomiting, (after fhe had thrown up all 
her urine), a bloody pus, of a very difagree- 
able appearance and coppery tafte. 

As her cafe was fo very uncommon, I, at 
different periods of it, requefted the advice of 
moft of the faculty of this town. She was 
vifited by the late Dr. Fletcher, Drs. Oly- 
phant and Mafon, the laft of thefe gentlemen 
frequently attended her, both with me and in 
my abfence, repeatedly relieved her by the 

catheter, 
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catheter, and faw her vomit up both urine 
and gravel. She was alio vifited tranfiently 
by Dr. Waterhoufe of Cambridge, and feveral 
other phyficians of eminence, who belonged 
out of the ftate. 

During the remainder of the fall, and 
principal part of the winter enfuing, the fame 
troublefome fenfation of the failing down of 
a ftone in the bladder, upon the ufe of the ca- 
theter, continued, and induced the molt ex- 
cruciating pain and mifery imaginable. 

She was put into different pofitions, when 
the catheter was introduced, and I gave the 
inftrument various directions in the bladder, 
fometimes with fuccefs, at others without. 
Her bowels, for the moft part, were much 
lefs conitipated than could have been ex- 
pected, confidering the frequency of vomit- 
ing, her fupine fituation, and the little nou- 
rifhment lhe was able to retain upon her fto- 
mach : And during the whole of her difeafe, 
till within three months of her death, the ca- 
tamenia were irregular. Sometimes they ap- 
peared every fortnight, and at others, me 

paffed 
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pafled the regular period for that evacuation 
two or three months, without having any ; 
but it did not appear to me that her difeafe 
was much influenced by either. 

She had, by times, a dry cough, with the 
return of the old pain in the fide ; but fhe 
never expectorated, by coughing, any kind of 
purulent matter, that could induce me to fup- 
pofe her lungs were confiderably difeafecL 
The bloody matter that fhe brought up, al- 
ways came -by vomiting, preceded by a more 
morbid than ordinarily irritability of the 
ftomach, forenefs, and extreme anxiety. 

Early in the fpring 1789, her urine be- 
gan to pafs per anum, loaded with the fame 
kind of gravel that had come away by the 
catheter. This gave her fome refpite with 
refpecl: to her vomiting, though fhe continu- 
ed to throw up more or lefs urine as well as 
gravel that way every week. 

This new courfe of her w r ater gave her * 
very troublefome tenefinus ; but the ftone in 
the bladder, as well as the pain and difagree- 
ablenefs arifing from the fenfation of its de- 

fcent. 
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icent, became daily lefs fatiguing. Her 
ftrength and fpirits decayed faft, and the fever 
that me had before continually laboured un- 
der, grew more completely hectical. 

After the 13th of May, her bladder ne- 
ver became fo much diftended with urine as 
it had been before ; and both this, and the 
gravel, now generally palled her once in 
twenty-four hours, either by vomiting or 
purging. She, however, introduced the cathe- 
ter herfelf, and fometimes drew off her urine 
to the quantity of a gill. 

The fecretion of urine, as well as the for- 
mation of calculi, evidently diminifhed, in 
proportion to her lofs of ftrength, and the in- 
creafe of the diarrhoea. The menfes entire- 
ly ceafed. 

During the latter part of fpring and 
fummer, ihe became quite paralytic at times j 
the frequency of vomiting increafed, and fhe 
had feveral convulfion fits after vomiting. 
She grew more and more emaciated ; her con- 
vulfions returned more frequently ; her fever 

was 
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was more putrid ; me at lad became lethar-« 
gic ; and on the 1 1 th of Auguft, death, 
which Ihe had long and ardently wifhed for, 
put a period to a feries of the moft compli- 
cated and fingular mifery that I have ever 
feen fince my acquaintance with difeafe. 

The next day after her death, I obtained 
leave to examine her body ; when there were 
prefent, Drs. Waterhoufe and Mafon. 

The weather being very warm, there was 
fuch a fcetor proceeding from the corpfe, that 
the family thought fit to inter it fo foon, that 
we had not time to make our examination fo 
minute as we wifhed. We found much lefs 
ravage in the vifcera than was expected. 

Thorax. In this cavity there was nothing 
appeared unnatural, except a confiderable ad- 
hefion of the right lobe Of the lungs to the 
pleura. 

Abdomen. The omentum was principal- 
ly wafted, but not more than is commonly 
the cafe with thofe who die tabid. It was, 

however, 
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however, of a dark gangrenous colour pretty 
generally. 

Stomach. This appeared very much chang- 
ed from its natural colour, and in a gangre- 
nous ftate, containing a femi-purulent mat-* 
ter of a foetid fcent. 

Liver arid Gall bladder. There were no 

preternatural adhefions of the former, nor 

gall (tones in the latter ; and their colour* 
&c. not unufual. 

Int eft tries. In thefe there were no rup- 
tures either of their mufcular coats, blood-- 
vefTels, or lymphatics, that we could difcover. 
The villous coat was much deftroyed, and 
the colour of the inteftines darker than is 
common, except the duodenum, which was 
very much difcoloured with the bile. 

Kidneys and Ureters. I n thefe there was 
no considerable deviation from a ftate of 
foundnefs ; they were lax or flabby, but no 
rupture of any of their vefTels, or any calculi 

difcoverable. 

2- Urinary 
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Urinary Bladder. This was in its natural 
fituation not the leaft thickened, had no fand 
or gravel in it, nor did it adhere preternatu- 
ral] y to any of the circumjacent parts ; and 
the mufcular fphincter of its neck yielded rea- 
dily to the introduction of the finger from 
the bladder into the urethra. 

Uterus. In its cavity was contained about 
a drachm of thick, darkifh, foetid pus ; but 
no other appearance of difeafe in its body. 

Tuba Fallopian<z. "Were larger than 
common in virgins, and fining with feveral 
hydatids, or vejiculce, the fize of a walnut, 
filled with a watery glutinous humour. 

Corpora Fimbtiata. Had a gangrenpus ap- 
pearance. 

Ovaria. Were enlarged to the fize of a 
fmall hen's egg, and contained a confiderable 
quantity of a clear limpid fluid immediate- 
ly under the firft coat. 

In the hiftory of a complaint fo lengthy 

as this, where there is nothing new occurs 

Vol. I. H f« 
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for many days or weeks, to enter into the 
minute detail of a diary, would not only 
exhauft the patience of the reader, but far 
exceed the bounds commonly prefcribed to 
papers of this kind. I have endeavoured to 
exhibit all the principal phenomena attend- 
ing this uncommon cafe, from the original 
minutes which I kept, in as fimple a manner 
as the nature of it would admit. 

In order to elucidate the cafe more fatis- 
fa&orily to thofe readers, whofe circumftan- 
ces, perhaps, have not afforded them an oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with the late 
difcoveries and improvements in the know- 
ledge of the lymphatic fy ft em, qx in thofe difeafes, 
either arifing from, or accompanied with, a 
retrograde motion of the fluids in the human 
body ; I hope it may not be thought impro- 
per to clofe this paper with fomepbfervations 

upon thefc fubjeclr., as well as fome others 
connected with the cafe in queftiori. 

But before I proceed to this, it ought not 
to be forgotten, that this young woman, 
when a child, was fo unfortunate as to have 
a quantity of boiling water fall on her body, 

bv 
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by which the greater part of the left hjpit*. 
chondrium was fo deeply fcalded, that her 
life was defpaired of for feveral days. How 
far this might operate towards laying a foun- 
dation for the pain and diftrefs which fhe mf- 
fered in this fide for fuch a length of time, I 
sannot determine. 

As the acme of life approached, the fubja- 
cent veffels of that fide might not evolve in 
the fame ratio with the reft, or their condi- 
tion might perhaps be otherwife altered, fo as 
to embarrafs the powers of circulation and 
refpiration ; but the figure of her cheft was 
not perceptibly injured, though the cicatrix 
occafioned by the fcald was large and deep. 

An Ifchuria ariling from almofi any caule, 
is a difeafe, in general, not only extremely 
painful, * in its advanced flages, but juftly 
looked upon as one of a very alarming na- 
ture* 

H 2 The 

* Tiberius^ thz Roman Empcrcr, Was not ignorant of 
the torture arifing from a fupprefSon of urine; fince we- 
are told that he ufed to tie up the urethra, in thofe whoru- 
he hated molt ; after foil obliging tr.ero to drink: largely 
of \v\. 
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Th e caufes of a preternatural retention of 
urine are various. It has been confidered as 
arifing ift. From atony in the mufcular fi- 
bres of the body of the bladder, depriving it 
of the natural power of contraction. 2nd. 
From a paralytic ftate of that organ ; in 
which cafe the natural ftimulus of the urine 
is incapable of producing its ufual effect, while 
fuch infenfibility remains. 3d. From inflamma- 
tion or fpafm of the mufcular fafciculi which 
furround the opening of the bladder into the 
urethra. 4th. From the urinary canal lead- 
ing from the bladder, being rendered incapa- 
ble of dilatation, by inflammation, fpafm, 
ftricture or preflure. 5th. From an extra- 
neous body, as a ftone lying upon the orifice 
of the bladder, or lodged in the urethra. 6th. 
From laceration or burfting of the coats of the 
bladder. 

Sauvages, with his ufual minutenefs, has 
divided this complaint into no lefs than 44 
fpecies. 1 he one that fell to the lot of this 
poor unhappy girl was undoubtedly what 
he calls the Ifchuria vejicalis paralytica. And 
whatever might have been the caufe of this 
unhappy ftate of the bladder, it could not be 

fo 
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fo clearly afcertained in the hiftory of her 
cafe as I could have wifhed. It does not, 
however, admit of a doubt, that the contrac- 
tile power of her bladder was not fufficient to 
overcome the refiftance of the fphin&er of its 
neck. Had the catheter been ufed before the 
paralytic affection of this vifcus took place, 
the energy of the extrufores ur'mcs would, 
in all probability, have been reftored, and the 
retrograde courfe of her urine been prevented. 

That of the hiftory of this cafe which 
may appear the moft furpriling, is the ex- 
traordinary outlets that nature found for the 
evacuation of the urine.. And it may very 
naturally be afked, how is it poffible that this 
perfon fhould difcharge fuch large quantities of 
urine by vomiting and by (tool for the fpace 
of three years, and even gravel for a confider- 
able part of that that time ; yet upon the exa- 
mination of the vifcera, no breach of the 
bladder or any part of the alimentary canal 
could be difcovered ? But however extra- 
ordinary this may appear to thofe who have 
been led to conclude, that there is no other 
way for fluids to pafs from the ftomach into 
the bladder, and vice verfa, but by the arterial 
circulation ; ftill fads are of too ftubborn a 

nature 
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nature to bend to the fyflems of the moft in- 
genious theorifts. To the truth of this re- 
mark, phyficians and furgeons of extenfive 
practice, who have united reading, reafoning, 
and obfervation, can teftify. 

At every period of the healing art there 
have been thofe who were firmly perfuaded, 
that there was fuch a connection between the 
ftomach and the bladder, as that in cer- 
tain conditions of the human body, fluids 
would pafs from the former to the latter, 
without entering the common courfe of fan- 
guiferous circulation. But the circumftances 
neceffary to afcertain the fadt, were referved 
for thofe of the prefent century to difcover. 

Mr. Kewfon and fome other ingenious 
modern phyiiologifts, have demonftrated, 
that the urinary lymphatics are joined with the 
inteftinal abforbents, by numerous Ilcmatc- 
mofes. This being known as an anatomical 
truth, the conjectures of the ancients in this 
refpecl: appear well founded. And although 
fluids paffing from the ftomach into the blad- 
der, by the urinary branches of the lympha- 
tics* muft in all probability, invert the com- 
mon 
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mon order of their valvular mechaniim, yet it 
is well known, that this is not the only inftance 
of fuch an inverfion taking place in the 
other parts of our fyftem, under particular 
drcumftances and conditions of our bodies, 
by a retrograde motion of their contents. 

Were it not for fear of fweliing theie cbfer- 
vations to an unwarrantable length, I could 
not refrain from quoting the judicious, fcien- 
tific and conclufive experiments of Mr. Dar- 
wine upon this fubjeft, as well as thofe of M. 
Macquire in his Difiionary of ' Chem'ijiry, un- 
der the article urine, to prove not only the 
exiftence of fuch a direct communication be- 
tween the alimentary canal and the urinary 
bladder, but alfo to (hew that many fubftan- 
ces pafs from the ftomach to the vefiea urina- 
ria, without undergoing any coniiderable al- 
teration in the nature of their peculiar pro- 
perties. 

The exiftence of fuch a vafcular connec- 
tion between the alimentary canal and urinary 
bladder being admitted, and the certainty of 
fluids palling in particular circumftances from 
the former to the latter in rt&ifjimt curfu, be- 
ins: 
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ing no longer problematical ; it may ftill be- 
thought doubtful by fome, whether the urine* 
in the bladder can poffibly afcend into the 
ftomach, though water in this vifcus may 
deicend into the other. 

It has not efcaped the obfervation of phy- 
ficians in every period of the healing art, that 
patients labcuring under an Ifchury, have 
been known to pafs their urine off through 
the pores of their fkin *. And there are fome 

inftance* 

* A Fiilierman belonging to this town, 55 years old, 
after'. ich fatigued with labour, until he became 

quite fweaty, in the month of November, and expofed 
in the water inline lately after, was taken with a fup- 
preffion of urine, for which he was directed to take fome 
purging faits and mercuiial pills. I was dtfired to attend 
him, but could not till the 4th day of his dileafe. I found 
his complaint fb very prefling, that after he was bled, 
and had an anodyne oleaginous clyfler without relief. I 
introduced the catheter and took from h]m a large quan- 
tity cf h ; gh coloured urine, by which he was immediately 
made ealy. The caufe not being 'removed, his urine be?- 
gan to accumulate io fail, that, by the next day it became 
troublefome. I ordered him a faline diuretic mixture, 
and attempted to pafs a bougie into his bladder, but was 
foiled ; I tried different fizes ineffectually-. Gentle ca- 
thartic-medicines, with a repetition of the anodyne injec- 
tions were ufed, but his complaint continued obftinat c 

On 
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inftances upon medical record, of a ptyalifm 
coming on in confequence of retained urine 
in the body. 

Dr. 

On the 4th day from the commencement of this lalt ac- 
cumulation, his fever was very high, had much thirft, 
and complained of great pain in his head. I took more 
blood from him,' which was very buffy, and continued the 
fcveral medicines before in ufe. I tried again the bougies 
and catheter without effect j he was put into warm water, 
and after it cold water was thrown on his extremities •, but 
not a drop of urine could be produced. Upon the 5th he 
was more iwelled ^ he was put into the bath again, and a 
variety of other means were ufed. His brain was now 
evidently affected. He dozed much •, a urinous fweat came 
out upon him plentifully. Upon the 6th he was feized 
with a vomiting which continued till night with very lit- 
tle intermiffion. His cafe now feemed defperate, as death 
appeared to be fait approaching. I let him more blood, 
and directed him again into .the bath, with a determina- 
tion, if he /hould not be relieved by this, to puncture 
the bladder without delay. While in the bath, he was 
feized with a liepothymia^ and in this condition carried to 
bed. His urine now began to flow, though infenfibly 
to himfelf. He fweat much, continued to have fainting 
fits, and vomited, by fpells, through the night. By the 
morning the fpafm was fo far overcome in the neck of the 
bladder, that he was out of pain, though not freed from 
all his urine. It however continued to flow, and his 
bladder flowly recovered its expulfive power, till he was 
entirely well. 



( I22 ) 
Dr. Daniel, in the Medical Communica- 
tions, Vol. I. relates a cafe of a woman, who 
had a ptyqlifm y apparently occalioned by a 
diminiihed fecretion of urine, cured by di- 
luted draughts of alkaline falts. And Mr. 
Warner, in his judicious collection of cafes in 
Surgery, has recorded the extraordinary cafe 
of a young woman, who, in attempting to 
raife a weight above her ftrength, was taken 
with a pain in the fmali of her back, accom- 
panied with a total fuppreffion of urine, 
which continued five days, notwithstanding 
the moil judicious means were ufed to remove 
it. Upon the 5th, ihe was relieved by the 
introduction of the catheter. During this 
fuppreffion fhe was feized with an acute fever, 
and for eighteen or twenty hours before her 
urine was drawn off, fhe difcharged by the 
mouth, a great quantity of faltifh water, 
tinged with blood, which, upon lying down, 
flowed in fo great quantities as to threaten 
fufFocation. Upon this cafe, Mr. Warner, 
contrary to his general method, makes no 
remarks ; he does not even conjecture how 
this faltifh water could come from the blad- 
der to the mouth. This girl remained for 

near 
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near three years, without pafling any water 
but by the amflance of the catheter. She 
was finally cured by dividing the , urethra, 
and taking, by ligature, out of the neck of the 
bladder an excrefcence the fize of a turkey's 

e gg- 

While writing this, I have the care of a 
black girl more than 20 years of age, who 
has for near two years been troubled with a 
variety of diftremng fenfations, which appear 
to arife from polypus concretions in the heart 
and large blood vefTels. She firft complained 
of pain deep in the thorax, extending down 
the right fide into the liver. Her pulfe was 
flow, unequal, and intermitting ; and upon 
motion fhe frequently complained of faintnefs, 
fhortnefs of breath, and palpitation of the 
heart. He tongue was generally foul, had 
but little appetite, and was fubjecl: to coftive- 
nefs. But, till within about three months, 
by fmall bleedings, epifpaftics, and eccopro- 
tics, joined to a cooling laxative diet, fhe 
was enabled to keep about houfe the moft 
of the time. For the three months laft paft, 
all thefe fymptoms increafed, and induc- 
ed a multiplicity of others. She at fun- 

dry 
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dry times had a paucity of urine followed by 
a ptyalifm. Thefe, however, appeared to 
give way to the remedies that were ufed, till 
within about fix weeks paft ; when fhe was 
feized with a total fuppreffion, which lafted 
eight days, followed with a vomiting and 
pytalifm. During all this time, her bladder 
was not fo much diftended as to make the by- 
pogajirium tenfe, or tender to the touch. I 
however drew off above two pints of water, 
with the catheter, which was neither high co- 
loured nor foetid. She now feldom paries her 
urine oftener than once in three or four days, 
and then not in confiderable quantities. She 
fpits nearly three pints of a faltifh water mix- 
ed with phlegm, every 24 hours, vomits 
more or lefs every day, a brackifh pituit, 
and has nothing pafs her bowels, without 
affiftance. In her fevereft paroxyfms of dif- 
trefs fhe is extremely agitated with tremors, 
fubfultus tendinum, vomiting and. convulfi- 
ons, accompanied with fuch a furious deli- 
rium, that the family are obliged to confine 
her with cords. She froths and foams at the 
mouth, like the ancient DGemoniacs ; and 
what is peculiarly lingular and worthy of re- 
marking, is, in her mofl violent agonies, her 

pulfe 
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pulfe lofe entirely the intemrijjion and inequa- 
lity that they always have at the intervals of 
her greatcjl eafe and tranquillity. They are, 
however, generally quick and fmall. She has 
very frequently z.fcolomia, pain in her head 
and eyes, and indeed in every part of her 
body, but more efpecially in her back and 
lumbar regions ; and in proportion to the di- 
minifhed difcharge of urine, her vomiting, 
ptyalifm, and univerfal diftrefs are increafed. 
She has frequent returns of a diftention, fore- 
nefs, and pulfation in the external iliac artery 
of the right fide, which extends down the 
thigh. Whether this ptyalifm was occafioned 
by a diminifhed fecretion of urine in the kid- 
neys, or from the retention of it in the blad- 
der, is very uncertain. The pain in her 
back and loins has been very conftant for ma- 
ny weeks, and fhe did not appear to fuffer as 
much from retained urine in the bladder as 
might be expected, confidering that fhe fo 
feldoni voids it in the natural way. It, how- 
ever, does admit of a doubt that the difcharge 
of her ftomach and fauces are urinous. 

When nature is hardly pufhed, fhe has 
many refources that a mere knowledge of the 

anato- 
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anatomical ftructure of our bodies, as far as 
it has been inveftigated, has not been able to 
difcover to us. And though fhe often makes 
ufe of fuch violent means to free herfelf of 
difeafe, as to deftroy the exiftence of the vi+ 
tal principle itf elf, yet we are often aftonifhed 
with recoveries that the moft cautious prog- 
nofticators had deemed impofTible. 

Whether, in thefe cafes, the urine panes 
back into the fyftem by percolation, or inverts 
the courfe of circulation in the urinary lym- 
phatics, may be matter of doubt with many, 
though I am decidedly of the latter opinion, 
from what I have obferved in more cafe's than 
one of this kind. In the above related cafe 
of L. F. I never could difcover the leaft 
fmell of urine in either her fweat or perfpi- 
ration. 

£vt,RY circumftance confidered in this 
cafe, it appears to me beyond even a doubt, 
that the retrograde courfe of the urine was 
through the lymphatics into the inteftines 
and ftomach ; that when it went into the 
former, it foon excited a pafiage downwards; 
and when it could find none in either of 

thefe 
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thefe ways (as was the cafe for three days) 
it forced one through the urachus out at the 
navel ; nor does our not being able, (from 
the hafty manner in which we were obliged 
to conduct, our examination) to difcover 
thefe paflages in a ftate of enlargement, a- 
mount to any proof to the contrary ; fince it 
is well known, that in dead bodies fuch an 
alteration foon takes place in the veiTels by 
collapfe and otherwife, as often to defeat a 
much more advantageous opportunity for the 
difcovery of difeafe. 

Few phyficians of experience and obfcr- 
vation but muft have noticed in fiances of 
partial, fudden, and extraordinary actions of 
the veffels in cafes which have fallen under 
their care ; fuch as the tranflation of the mat- 
ter, of chyle, of milk, &c. and mention is 
frequently made of them in books of medi- 
cine. But I do not remember an inftance on 
record, of a cafe exactly fimilar to that which 
is the fubject of this article. 

That which comes the neareft to it ot 
anv within .my prefent recollection, is one ta- 
ken notice of by Dr. Percival in his 2d Vol. 
1 of 
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or a woman with an encyfted dropfy of the 
left ovarium, who, after a fpontaneous vo- 
miting of feveral days, during which {he 
brought up three gallons of water, was en- 
tirely cured, by this difcharge, of a dropfy 
that was before looked upon as incurable. 

Another cafe of the extraordinary ener- 
gy of the abforbing lymphatics, is recorded 
by Dr. Simpfon, of a young man who was 
feized with a fever, to which a diarrhoea fuc- 
ceeded, with an extreme ftupor. He would 
drink nothing to allay his third, though burn- 
ing up with the violent heat. He ordered 
his feet to be immerjfed in warm water, which 
being done, he (the Doctor) fuddenly per- 
ceived a furprifing decreafe of the water in 
the veffels, abforhed by his feet, and poured 
out again per anum like a cataract. 

Another cafe mentioned by Dr. Chal- 
mers of South-Carolina, of a negro man who 
was hung alive in gibbets, and in that fitua- 
tion deprived of any kind of drink, yet had 
regularly a difcharge of nearly the fame 
quantity of urine every morning. This, as 
he obferves, undoubtedly took place, in con- 
1 fequence 
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fequence of the abforption of the dews 
which fell during the night. 

One more circumftance in the cafe of this 
girl appears worthy of a particular remark, 
as it tends ftrongly to evince the extraordina- 
ry power of the abforbing veffels of her 
mouth, cefophagus, and ftomach ; fince it ap- 
pears that fhe was fupported for ten weeks at 
a time in no other way than that of abforp- 
tion ; as fhe never kept any nourifhment on 
her ftomach for more than ten or fifteen mi- 
nutes after eating, during the above-mention- 
ed period, before a vomiting enfued and con- 
tinued till her flomach was, to appearance, en- 
tirely evacuated. 

From the effect of the fudden fhocks fhe 
experienced by the fright from thunder, as 
well as the falling of the window, as menti- 
oned in the hiftory of her cafe, I fhould 
have been induced to employ the power of 
electricity for her ; but not being able to pro- 
cure an apparatus of that kind, till towards 
the clofe of her diforder, it was unavoidably 
omitted. 

Vol, I. I By 
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By what fecret inftruments in her extra- 
ordinary fyftem the ftone in the bladder was 
decompofed, is no lefs furprifing than many 
other appearances in her cafe. Though fuch 
a ftate of the fluids in the body may be as ea- 
fily conceived of, as that which changes the 
hardeft bones of adults into a fubftance as 
foft as mummy. This, though a rare occur- 
rence, is neverthelefs true. 



X. 



Two Cafes of the Retroverfio Uteri, to which 
are added a few remarks and obfervations on 
that Difeafe y and the different fpecies of 
Procidentias Uteri. By Ifaac Senter, M, D. 
Read February zd, 1790. 

I WAS fent for on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, A. D. 1787, in the afternoon, to fee 

]yj rs> g , turned of 37 years of age, fup- 

pofed to be 13 weeks gone with her 1 5th 
child, including three immature births. 

She was of a very lean, relaxed, and deli- 
cate conftkution, fallow complexion, irregu- 
lar 
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lar in her menfes when fhe was not with 
child, and, during her pregnancies, fuffered 
fo much from an acid ftomach, coftiveriefs, 
ftvtY^JIuor albtis^ dyfpepfia^ &c. that fhe was 
never able to nurfe any of her children after 
the two firfti 

Sh£ how complained of a difficult mictu- 
rition^ pain, and what is commonly called by 
the good- women, a bearing-down. Her pulfe 
was fmall and very frequent ; had a dry {kin, 
furred tongue, with cbnfiderable thirfi, cof- 
tivenefs, &c. I directed a cool laxative 
diuretic draught, to be taken every two hours, 
and a clyfter in the evening. 

Early on Sunday morning the 9th. I was 
called again to her, in great hafte, and was 
informed by the nurfe that fhe had pafTed a 
very reftlefs night, had voided neither urine 
nor fee res, though fhe had made many at- 
tempts, and had been fitting over the fleams 
of a hot decoction of emollient herbs. 

As the cafe now appeared to me of a more 
alarming nature, I made a more particular en- 
quiry into the circumftances attending it; 
I 3 whea- 
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when the patient informed me, that about a 
week before my being called in, fhe made a 
mis-flcp in going down her chamber flairs, at 
which time Ihe felt fuch an uncommon fen- 
fation as occafioned a fit of fainting. 

She loon recovered from that, but conti- 
nued in much pain in her back, pelvis, &c. 
and perceived an unufual difficulty in walking 
as well as in paffing her urine ; and that the 
dyfuria, coftivenefs, and, pain had increafed 
from the time of this accident to that of my 
yifiting her. 

It now occurred to me that it was a Re- 
troverjio Uteri — and when I had explained to 
her the nature of it, I fuggefted the neceflity 
of a proper examination. The feverity of 
her pain induced a ready compliance — and, 
agreeably to my expectations, I found a tu- 
mour, tenfe and elaftic, of the bignefs of a 
child's head, within two inches of the exter- 
nal labia pudendorum, fo firmly wedged in 
between the Jympbyjis pubis and os coccygis that 
it appeared immoveable, and prefled fo ex- 
ceedingly hard againft the lower part of the 
reftum^ that nothing could pafs that tube with- 
out 
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out making ufe of more force than flie could 
conveniently bear. 

I passed my fore finger up the vagina, 
under the fymphijis pubis, and with much 
difficulty difcovered the os ti?ic<z, preffing 
upon the upper part of the urethra with a 
force I could not overcome. 1 now made 
fundry attempts to raife the tumour and prefs 
it back into the abdomen, but they were in- 
effectual. I then examined the hypogajlric 
region, which I found in a ftate of tumefac- 
tion and tendernefs. I ordered the nurfe to 
give a laxative clyfter while I went home 
for a catheter. 

Upon my return I found that the feverity 
of her throes, had forced the injection from 
her immediately after its exhibition, and that 
it had only ferved to increafe her pain. 

Her diftrefs was now fo extreme that fhe 
could not anfwer to any queftions I afked 
her. I defired her to take a pofition favour- 
able for the introduction of the catheter : I 
attempted to pafs it with as much expedition 
;is po/Iible, and found no difficulty until the 

inflrumcnt 
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inftrument had nearly reached the neck of 
the bladder, where the vaginal tumour prefled 
fo hard that I was obliged to give different 
directions to the point of the catheter before 
I could find admittance : I however effected 
it, and took from her about Jzx pints of urine. 
This diminifhed her pain fo much that \ was 
in hopes of fucceeding in my next efforts. 
Thefe, however, proved ineffectual as before. 
I requefted the favour of her to let me place 
her upon her knees and elbows^ with her head 
and breaft low on the pallet. I then gently 
introduced my right hand into the vagina^ 
and encircled the tumour as much as poffible 
with my ringers, with a view of applying the 
neceffary force, with lefs injury to the uterus 
and its contents, as well as to difcover more 
readily the particular parts that gave the 
greateft refiftance. 

Notwithstanding the bladder had 
been fo completely emptied, and her pofition 
fo favourable for the reduction, it required 
fuch a force to overcome the refiftance of the 
parts, (for her {trainings were violent) as I 
fhould not have dared to ufe, if the life of 
my patient had not appeared fo imminently 

endangered 
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endangered by a failure in the attempt. After 
a few minutes fteady preffure, and gently dif- 
engaging it from the upper part of the fym- 
phyjis pubis, &c. it began to give way, and I 
foon conducted it into the abdomen, above 
the brim of the pelvis, when fhe cried out 
with raptures of joy, " I am in a new world" 

She was then turned upon her fide, and 
the nurfe was ordered to adminifter a clyfter; 
after the operation of which fhe was con- 
ducted to bed, and her hips raifed by pillows, 
where fhe was ordered to remain, in a re- 
cumbent pofture, for feveral days. 

By the help of diet and cooling laxative 
medicines, fuitable to her circumftances, fhe 
paffed her urine and ftools with eafe and free- 
dom, and, in the courle of a week, fhe was 
allowed to fit up the greater part of the day 
in an eafy chair. 

She took a ftrenthening electuary, with 
fome of elixir vitrioli for feveral weeks, and 
obferved more caution than ufual in her exer- 
cife, till the uterine tumour had become fo 
large as to render a defcenfion impoffible. 

During 
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During the remainder of her pregnancy 
the took as much exercife as ufual, and was 
put to bed of a full grown healthy child. 

In her labour nothing extraordinary hap- 
pened. Her pains were equal to the talk ; 
and the principal point I found neceflary to 
attend to was keeping back the os tincce from 
coming too low within the bones, after it was 
fufficiently dilated to let the head pafs, and to 
amft the moulders in the neceffary half-turn, 
as well as to prevent them from following 
the head too fuddenly. 

She flooded after delivery more than was 
ufual for her, (though fhe always fuffered in 
that refped. more than was common for other 
women) and the uterus contracted with more 
difficulty : Her recovery, however, was be- 
yond her expectations. 

Four months after this fhe again became 
pregnant, and between the third and fourth 
month I was called to her on account of a 
weight, pain, and preffure in her fe/vis, dyfu- 
ry, difficulty of walking, &c. which had been 
gradually increafmg for a fortnight. 

She 
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She was now very much alarmed, appre- 
hending the fame difficulty as before, though 
fhe was not fenfible of experiencing any fi- 
milar accident. 

But fhe felt fuch a preffing down at the 
bottom of her belly as to give her great un- 
eafinefs, exclufive of the pain arifing from her 
urinary obftru&ion. 

Not doubting of the true nature of her 
complaints, I requefted the nurfe to put her 
to bed, and told her I would call upon her 
again in a few minutes. I put a catheter in 
my pocket, and upon my return found her 
uterus in a ftate of ret rover/ton, though in a 
lefs degree than before. I found the os uteri 
canted under \he fymphyfis of the of a pubis ; 
and the vaginal tumour not fo low in the pel- 
vis as before. It was however fo locked in 
between the furrcunding bones, as by the 
touch, to give it the appearance of a pretty 
firm, r effing, encyjied tumour. 

I emptied the bladder by the catheter- 
with very little difficulty, which contained 

lefs 
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lefs urine than in the other cafe ; and placing 
her upon her knees and elbows, as before, I 
effected the repofition of the uterus without 
much refiftance. 

A clyster was now directed her, and 
the fame pofition in the bed, precaution 
when up, medicine, diet, &c. as were fuc- 
cefsful in the firft cafe. She foon recovered 
ib as to be able to move about her chamber 
with caution, went her full time out, and I 
again put her to bed of a full grown healthy 
child, without any occurrence worthy of no- 
tice during her travel, except a more fevere 
flooding than fhe had ever experienced, which 
commenced upon the delivery of the child. 
This appeared to be in confequence of a -par- 
tial detachment of the placenta during labour. 
This induced me to fmifh the delivery as foon 
as pomble, without ufing more force than was 
proper. But the contractile power of the 
uterus not being mfficiefcrt to ftop the open 
vefiels, the hemorrhage continued till fhe was 
very much exhaufted ; notwithstanding the 
conftant application of cold wet cloths to the 
hypogajlrium, with cooling draughts, acidulat- 
ed with the vitriolic acid y &c. 

Her 
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Her recovery was, confequently, tedious; 
though fhe now enjoys a degree of health 
little different from what fhe has done for 
many years. 

It was a current opinion among the anci- 
ent phyiicians, that the uterus was entirely 
fupported in its proper place by the broad and 
round ligaments ; and that it could not fufFer a 
defcenfion without the firft of thefe being very 
much relaxed^ or what they thought was 
much more common, entirely broken. 

But a more accurate anatomical know- 
ledge of the uterus and its appendages, with 
what has been collected from the infpe&ion 
of the bodies of thofe who have died of a dis- 
placement of this organ, has demonftrated to 
the moderns, that the uterus is held in its na- 
tural fituation principally by the fundus of the 
vagina upon which it refts ; and that it is ca- 
pable of fuffering a complete prclapfus, when- 
ever the upper part of the vagina becomes fo 
relaxed as to admit the body of the uterus 
to pafs through iu 

This 
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This error of the ancients is, however, 
much lefs furprifing than that phyficians of 
a much later date, and of no fmall eftimation 
in their profeffion, mould have publicly 
doubted of the reality of either a defcenfion or 
ret rover Jion of the uterus. 

, To determine, a priori^ merely from the 
anatomical ftru&ure of a part of the human 
body, what can or cannot happen to it by ac- 
cident or other morbid caufes, is a mode of 
reafoning too fallacious to found any general 
doctrine upon in the healing art. 

To illuftrate the truth of this obfervation, 
we need only cite the conclufion of the great 
Boexhaave, upon the diflocation of the 
head of the osfemoris. From the very great 
ftrength of the ligaments, and depth of thefock- 
et in that articulation, the learned profefor 
was of the opinion that the thigh bone was 
never diflocated by external violence. The 
contrary of this, however, has been proved 
fatisfaftorily fince his day, by feveral well 
authenticated cafes from practical furgeons 
and phyficians of eminence. 



To 
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- To partial] arile the different fpecies of the 
procidentia uteri, the various means by 
which the uterus may be displaced, and the 
remedies which have been, and are now in 
ufe for the cure, would exceed the limits 
which I have prefcribed to thefe remarks. 
They are treated of by feveral of the fyftema- 
tic writers in medicine ; but I think, in gene- 
ral, in a loofe and unfatisfactory manner. 
Nor has the difeafe, in its different kinds and 
ftages, till within a few years paft, been 
handled fcientifically by any one with whofe 
works I am acquainted. 

In the different fpecies of the procidentia 
uteri i from a flight defcenfus to a complete 
inverjion, the fundus uteii appears to me to 
defcend generally in a pretty direct line with 
the vagina : while in that of a ret rover/ion, the 
os tinea and cervix uteri, are generally raifed 
higher in the pelvis than is natural : and in 
all the cafes I have obferved, befide thofe re- 
lated above, thefe parts were thrown under 
x\it fymphyjis pubis, and preffed, more or lefs, 
upon the upper part of the urethra and 
bladder* 
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As this retro verted ftate of the uterus ap- 
pears to me to be more peculiar to pregnancy ^ 
fiich a pofition of that organ when difplaced* 
is not to be wondered at, from its anterior 
connection with the bladder, by which it is 
carried up above the brim of the pelvis, in 
proportion as the fundus of the urinary vif 
cus is diftended with water by a fuppreffion ; 
while on its pofterior parts it is attached to the 
intejlinum reblwn, an accumulation of faces , 
(to which pregnant women are fo very prone) 
in that tube, ferves- to prefs this part of the 
uterus down into the hollow of the fa^ 
crum. Add to this, the continual ftraining 
occasioned by the retention of urine and faces , 
with the uneafinefs, and in the worft flages 
of the complaint, the excruciating pain from 
the Jirangulated uterus, all naturally contri- 
bute to increafe the malady. In this hernial 
ftate of the uterus s fome degree of inflamma- 
tion foon takes place ; and were it not that the 
os tinea is generally prefled fo hard againft the 
bones of the pubis and diftended bladder, 
which prevents any dilatation of its orifice, 
nature would moft probably very often relieve 
herfelf by an expulfion of the foetus. And I 
have known more inftances than one of abor- 
tion^ 
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tions, which appeared to me to take place in 
confequence of a defccnt of the uterus, but in 
fuch a direct line, as to leave the os tinccc room 
to dilate whenever the contents of the uterus 
preffed fuffieiently hard upon it. 

In differently conftructed pelvifes, as well 
as the different caufes producing this difeafe, 
fome confiderable variation with refpect to the 
direction of the uterus, may, and no doubt 
has, taken place in a ret rover ted ftate. The 
os tinea? and collum uteri may be thrown into 
the hollow of the coccyx and the fundus 
uteri lodged upon the pubis ; or it may de- 
fcend in a direct line with the axis of the 
uterus. But I believe thefe pofitions very 
rarely happen, efpecially where there is any 
confiderable accumulation of urine and faces 
accompanying the firft ftages of the difeafe. 

I have know feveral inftances of women 
in labour, at their full reckoning, when the 
orificium uteri was thrown high up into the 
hollow of the facrum, and remained fo many 
hours, after the head of the child had preffed 
the anterior part of the collum uteri, low down 
under the upper edge of the fymphyfis pubis. 

But 
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But they were in general, tedious travels, ow- 
ing principally to the rigidity of the os tinca. % 
and the mal-direction of the uterus. 

Irt whatever manner the uterus is difplac- 
ed, the earlier it is attended to the more ea- 
fily the difficulty is removed : and in the more 
early ftages of it, by an advantageous pofture 
of the woman, joined to a freedom of the dis- 
charges of the bladder and alvine tube, it is not 
improbable that the uterus might, in fome in- 
fiances, reftore itfelf to its natural fituation. 

But if once this difeafe gets fo far advanced, 
as totally to obftruct the exit of the urine and 
fcze-es, the hand of a dexterous Accoucheur ap- 
pears to me indifpenfibly neceffary to effect 
the repofition. 

But previous to this, the bladder and the 
reftum ought, if poffible, to be emptied by the 
gentleft means that can effect it. And the pa- 
tient in this, as in all other cafes oijlrangula- 
ted hernia ought to lofe blood immediately, 
unlefs contraindicatcd by a very relaxed and 
enfeebled confutation. 

2 Other 
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Other means have been directed, as well 
by ancient, as modern phyficians, for reftoring 
the uterus when difplaced. However, in ad- 
vanced ftages of this malady, no time mould 
be loft in employing any other remedy than 
the manual operation* 

If a repofition cannot be effected by the 
hand, as has fometimes been the cafe, the ce- 
lebrated Dr. William H'wrter of London, to 
whom the world is fo much indebted for his 
judicious directions in this, as well as fome 
other difeafes, advife to puncture the uterus 
with a trochar, in order to difcharge the liquor 
amnii, and thereby facilitate the reduction of 
the vaginal tumour* 
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An account $f ' afuppofcd cafe of Internal Drop* 
fy of the Brain y fuccrfsfully treated by Mer- 
cury ; by Benjamin Rufh, M. D. &c. Read 
May ^th, 9790. 

MTSS S. F. aged 26, the daughter of a 
reputable citizen of Philadelphia, 
was feized about fix months ago, in confe- 
quence of having taken cold by wetting her 
feet, with a puking after taking aliment, and 
a pain in her head, both of which complaints 
were fo flight as not to confine her, for five 
months, to the houfe. During this time fhe 
was frequently troubled with a coldnefs in her 
hands, and pains in her neck, moulders and 
limbs, which fhe fuppofed to be of the rheu- 
matic kind. Her eye-fight was likewife im- 
paired fo that fhe could not read by candle- 
light ; but under all thefe circumftances her 
appetite was better than ufual, her bowels 
were regular, and the catamenia diminifhed 
only a little in quantity. 

About 
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About eight weeks ago the pain in her 
head encreafed, and was ufhered in every 
afternoon by a chilly fit. The puking be- 
came more conftant — She feldom patted a 
night without being attacked by it about 1 2 
o'clock. Much bile Was difcharged from her 
ftomach. Her bowels became obftinately 
bound, fo as to be opened only by means of 
glyfters given every day. 

In this fituation, I was fent for to vifit her, 
in confultation with Dr. Say, who had admi- 
niftered to her all the ufual remedies for a 
weaknefs of the ftomach. Her pulfe was 
flow, her lkin dry, and her countenance in- 
dicated great languor anddiftrefs. Upon my 
firft vifit I fufpected, with Dr. Say, the dif- 
eafe to be a high degree of Dyspepsy, and 
fuggefted the exhibition of milk by fpoonfuls 
in the manner recommended by the late Dr. 
William Hunter. For a while her ftomach 
retained this mild aliment, but two days after- 
wards, ,fhe was feized with a return of her vo- 
miting, accompanied by a violent convulfion, 
together with a perpetual winking, and a 
turning up of the whites of her eyes when me 
K 2 dofed, 
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dofed. She complained now more than ever' 
of a pain in the back part of her head, and 
was frequently delirious. Hercoftivenefs con- 
tinued, and me patted more than four and 
twenty hours without difcharging any urine. 
From this new complexion of herfymptoms, 
we changed our opinion of the caufe of her 
diforder, and fufpecled an effufion of water in 
the brain. Under the impreffion of this idea 
we directed a large quantity of mercurial oint- 
ment to be rubbed on her fide. The next 
day fhe had another fit, which was followed 
by an* encreafe of her delirium and a low 
weak pulfe. On the third day from the ap- 
plication of the ointment, the mercury affect- 
ed her mouth. For feveral days fhe difcharg^ 
ed about a quart of faliva in the courfe of four 
and twenty hours. It was extremely agreea- 
ble to obferve, in one week from the time 
the mercury began to act upon the glands of 
her throat, that the delirium left her — her fto- 
mach retained aliments—her pulfe became full, 
though fomewhat quicker than natural, — and 
her fleep, with the help of an anodyne, was 
eafy and ref reining. In two weeks from the 
application of the mercury fhe walked about 

her 
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her room, and appeared to be perfectly re- 
covered. Her complexion, ftrength and 
chearfulnefs, a month afterwards, afforded 
•marks of her reftoration to perfect health. 

A dilatation of the pupil and ftrabif- 
mus were abfent in this fuppofed cafe of inter- 
nal dropfy of the hrain. Difeafes with a train 
regular fymptoms are to be found chiefly in 
books. The flownefs of the pulfe in one, 
and its quicknefs in another ftage — the vo- 
miting mentioned by Dr. Huck in the cafe 
of Hargrave *, the pains in the limbs — the 
obftinate pain in the head — the diminution of 
fight — the flow difcharges by urine and ftools, 
and laftly, the convulfions, all of which oc- 
curred in the above cafe, appear to be the moft 
common and charafteriftic fymptoms of an 
effufion of water in the ventricles of the 
brain. 

There was one more fymptom, which I dil- 
covered after the recovery of our patient, which 

I have 

* In the account of Hydrocephalus interims, publifh«J 
in Dr. FothergUl's works. 
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have I never known to be abfent from this dis- 
order, viz. troublefome and dijlrcjjing dreams. 
She informed me, that from the firft attack of 
her diieafe, they had rendered her nights mi- 
ferable; and that (he had not known any relief 
from them, fcarcely for a fingle night, till af- 
ter her recovery. 



xir. 

AJhort Account of the Influenza which pre- 
vailed in Ameiica in the year 1789. By 
William Currie. Read May 4, 1790. 

A DISEASE known in Europe by the 
name of the Influenza, by which is 
meant a contagious catarrh, made its appear- 
ance in North-America in 1789. Whether 
it originated in this country, or was import- 
ed, or which of the northern ftates it firft ap- 
peared in, I have not learned; but there is 
fufficient proof that it appeared in New-York 
fome time before it was obferved in Phila- 
delphia, 

It 
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It appeared in the place laft mentioned 
the latter end of September, during the an- 
nual meeting of the Friends, by fome of 
whom, perhaps, it was brought from New- 
York. 

From Philadelphia it fpread to all the fou- 
thern ftates in the courfe of a few weeks; but 
whether it proceeded to the Spanifh fettle- 
ments on the Miflifippi, or affected any of 
the Indian tribes, I have not been able to 
learn. 

Its continuance in Philadelphia was a- 
bout feven weeks, during which time the ma- 
jor part of the inhabitants were affected by 
it. The rapidity of its progrefs, and the 
univerfality of its fway, gave rife to an opi- 
nion with fome that its caufe was blended 
with, or fufpended in the air, and conveyed 
by the winds. But the known manner in 
which every other contagious difeafe is pro- 
pagated renders this conjecture groundlefs. 

The origin of this difeafe, as well as that 
of the fmall-pox and meafles, appears to be 
involved in impenetrable obfcurity. 

This 



This difeafe commenced with fymptoms 
of laffitude, debility, and chillinefs, fucceeded 
by feverifli heat, oppreffion about the praecor- 
dia, fenfe of fulnefs and pain in the fore-part 
of the head and in the thorax, and alfo in the 
back, together with a teafing cough, and a 
difcharge of thin acrid fluid from the bron- 
chiae and noftrils. Some were alfo troubled 
with fneezing and fore-eyes — and during the 
chill, feveral were affected with an inclination 
to puke, or with a diarrhoea. 

I met with a few who had the fymptoms 
of pneumonia, but thefe cafes were not very 
common. 

In general, the puife was accelerated, and 
the fkin confiderably hotter than natural for 
the firft two or three days, but the pulfe was 
feldom full or very hard — In many it was 
low, weak, and frequent — the appetite was 
always impaired. The feverifli fymptoms, 
pain and cough, generally increafed for the 
firfh three or four days, but after that time 
gr dually decreafed, and for the mo it part 
ceaicd altogether by the eighth. When the 
fymptoms began to abate, a diaphorefis was 

generally 
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generally obferved, as well as a freer ex- 
pectoration. 

This difeafe proved fatal to none, except a 
few very infirm or phthifical patients, in Phi- 
ladelphia — but in the fouthern flates it was 
more mortal. 

In the cure of this difeafe, in general, mild 
laxatives, joined with antimonials, and the an- 
tiphlogiftic regimen, with bleeding, occasion- 
ally, when the pulfe was full and hard, were 
all that I found neceffary for the removal of 
the inflammatory fymptoms : After which I 
found moderate dofes of opium the moft cer- 
tain remedy for the cough. 

The cafes, however, in which I found 
bleeding of fervice, were very few in compa- 
rifon of thofe in which it was the reverfe. 

Mild emetics had good effects after the 
inflammatory fymptoms began to fubfide ; 
whether they would have been ufeful at an 
earlier period I do not know, as I did not 
make trial of them. 

Thosi 
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Those who were left weak and languid 
had their frrength and health reltored by tak- 
ing a decoction of bark, with elixir of vitri- 
ol — or an infufion of columbo root, and by 
the moderate ufe of claret, or other found 
wine, a nutritive diet of eafy digeftion, exer- 
cife, and fuitable cloathing. 
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Account of the State of the Baro- 
meter. 
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E. 



N. W. 
N. W. 
W. 

w. 
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M 


B. 


M A Y, 1 


790. 




, w. 


i 


30.0 


Fine pleafant day 


- 


„ 


s. 


2 


30.0 


Do. 


- 


- 




3 


30.0 


Warm hazy day 


- 




s. 


4 


30.0 


Cloudy 


- 


- 


E. 


5 


30.0 


Do. 


- 


- 


N. 


6 


30.0 


Do. 


. 


- 


W. 


7 


3°-3 


Clear day and cool 


- 


- 


N. E. 


8 


3°-3 


Do. 


- 


- 


E. 


9 


30.0 


Do. 




- 


E. 


i© 30.0 


Do. warmer 


- 


- 


S. 


1 1,30.0 


Very warm and clear 


- 


- 




12 


30.0 


Do. 




- 





M B. 



9 

io 

ii 

12 

J 3 

14 

»5 

16 

*7 
1 

20 
21 

22 

2 3 
24 

25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

3° 



30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
300 
30.0 
30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

29.5 

30.0 

29.5 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.0 

30.C 

29.7 

29.7 

29.7 

29.7 

29.7 

29.7 
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JUNE, 1790. 



Fair day 

Do. 
Gufr, P. M. 
Overcafl and very cool 

Do. 
Fair warm day 
Rainy morning. P. M. 
Fair fine day 

Do. 
Heavy rain 
Clear day 
Heavy rain 
Clear day 

Do. - 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. very hot 
Overcafl 

Do. 
Fair pleafant day 

Do. 

Do. 
Overcafl: 

Do. 
Heavy rain all day 
Frequent mowers 
Cloudy overcafl 
Clear day 

Sultry, with mowers 
Pleafant day 



clear 



W. 

-S. 

.s. w. 

-W. 

-N. W. 

Is. 

-W. 
-W. 

-E. 

-S. W. 
-S. W. 
-W. 

-N. E. 
-S. w. 
-W. 
-E. 
-W. 
-N. W. 

■ W. 

• W. 
'S. E. 

■JS. E. 

• S. E. 

■N. E. 

■ W. 

s. w. 
s. w. 



M 


B. | 

30.0 


n 


2 


30.0 


3 


30.0 


4 


30.0 


5 


30.0 


6 


30.0 


7 


29.7 


8 


30.0 


9 


30-0 


JO 


30.0 


ii 


30.0 


12 


30.0 


«3 


30.0 


14 


30.0 


*5 


30.0 


16 


30.0 


»7 


30.0 


18 


29.7 


*9 


29.7 


20 


29.7 


21 


30.0 


22 


30. c 


23 


30.0 


24 


30.0 


25 


29.5 


26 


30-0 


27 


30-0 


28 


30-0 


29 


30-0 


3° 


30-0 


3 1 


30-0 
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JUL Y," 1790. 



W, 



Cloudy cool day - -S. W. 

Clear and pleafant - -S. W. 

Do. - - -W. 

Do. - -S. W. 

Do. - - -W. 

Do. - - -W. 

Do. - 

Do. cool clear day - - W. 

Do. - - JN. W. 

Do. warmer - -S. 

Overcafl and light fhowers - . - W. 

Do. - - -S. W. 

Overcafl morning - -IS. E. 

Fair warm day - -0. 

Do. - - JS. 

Overcafl, fuitry - -.S. 

Fair pleafant day - - - S. 

Overcafl. Heavy fhowers, A. M. - E. 

Do. - - -N. YV. 

Do. - • - 

Fine clear day, very warm - W. 

Do. - -W. 

Do, - - -S. W. 

Do S. W. 

Clear and cool wind - - N. W. 

Do. ... _N. W. 

Overcafl and warm - -S. "W. 

Fine clear day - - -W. 

Do. - 

Do. - - -W. 

Do. 



Vol. L 



L 



M £. 
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AUGUST, 1790. 



30.0 

30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
;o.o 
30.0 
29.7 
29.7 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 



1 

2 

3' 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
1 1 

12 

'3 
14 

15 
16 

i? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22J30.0 

23I30.0 

2430.0 

25|29-7 
26 29.7 



27 
28 



29.7 
30.0 
2930.0 
30:30.0 
31)30.0 



Fair warm day 

Do. flight fhowers, P. M. 
Cool day 

Do. - 

Very warm 

Do, 
Overcaft and light fhowers 

Do. 
Heavy rain 
Overcaft and cloudy 

Do. with fhowers 

Do. 
Clear warm day 

Do. - 

Do. 
Cloudy, with fhowers 
Clear warm day 

Do. 

Do. very cool 

Do. 

Do. 5 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. warmer 

Do. with fhowers - 

Clear pleafant day - 

Do. with fhowers - 

Fair warm day 

Do. 

Do. 
Overcaft n 



vr. 

-S. w. 

-s. 

-N. E. 
-E. 
-S. W. 

-S. 

-s. 

-s. 
,s. 

-N. E. 

-S. 
-S. w. 

- s. w. 
. w. 

-W. 
-N. W. 

-N. E. 

-N. E. 
-N. E. 
-S. 

-S. w. 
-S. w. 
-E. 

-N. W. 
-S. w. 

-E. 
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M 


B. 


SEPTEMBER, 1790. 


W. 


i 


30.0 


Hazy - 


S. E. 


2 


29.7 


Do. 


S. 


3 


30.0 


Fine ferene day - 


N. W. 


4 


30.0 


Do. - 


s. w. 


5 


30.0 


Do. - 


w. 


6 


30.0 


Variable weather 


w. 


7 


30.2 


Fine ferene day 


w. 


8 


30.0 


Overcaft - - 


s. w. 


9 


3°-3 


Do. - 


s. w. 


IC 


30.0 


Clear warm day 


s. 


1 1 


30.0 


Do. very warm 


S. E. 


12 


30.0 


Overcaft - 


E. 


J 3 


30.0 


Do. - - 


E. 


M 


30.0 


Do. rain at evening 


S. E. 


15 


30.0 


Cool day and cloudy 


N. 


16 


30.0 


Do. - 


N. W. 


17 


30.0 


Fine clear day 


W. 


18 


30.0 


Do. - 


S. E. 


10 


30.0 


Overcaft - - 


E. 


20 


30.0 


Do. - - 


N. E. 


21 


30.0 


Do. - 


E. 


22 


30.0 


Do. P. M. fair 


E. 


23:30.0 


Do. rain at night 




2430.0 


Fair ferene day - - 


N. W. 


25.30.0 


Do. - 


W. 


26 30.0 


Do. 


s. 


2730.0 


Rainy day 


s. 


28'30.o 


Overcaft - 


E. 


20 : 30.O 


Do. and rain all night 


E. 


3°, 


30.0 


Clear fine day - 


W. 



L 2 
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M 


B. 


OCTOBER, 179a 


i 


30.3 


Fair ferene day 


2 


3°-3 


Do. 


3 
4 


29.7 
29.7 


Do. 

Very warm and fhowery P. M. 


5 
6 

7 


29.5 

29-5 
30.0 


Do. no rain 
Do. rain at night 
Clear cool day 


8 


30.0 


Overcafl, and rain at; night 


9 
10 

ii 


29.7 
29.7 
30.2 


Do. and rain 

Do. - '- 

Fine clear day 


12 


30.6 


Do. - 


^3 
14 

1 6 


29.5 
29.5 
29.7 
29.7 


Heavy rain all day 
Fair morning. P. M. cloudy 
Clear day 
Do. 


i? 


30.0 


Do. 


1 8 


30.0 


Do. 


J 9 


30.0 


Do. 


20 
21 


30.0 
30.0 


Cloudy 
Clear 


22 


30.0 


Do. 


2 3 
24 

2 5 


30.0 
30.0 
30.0 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


26 


30.0 


Cloudy, cold and windy 


27 30.0 

28130 


Clear day 
Do. 


29 

3° 
31 


30.0 
30.0 


Do. 

Rainy day 

Fine clear warm day 



w. 

w. 
w. 
w. 
s. w. 

■ S. 

s. 

N. W. 

■ S. 

-N. E. 

■ N. E. 

■ N. W. 

■ N. W. 

• N. E, 

■ W. 

• N. W. 
-W. 

■ W. 

■ S. w. 
-E. 

-N. E. 
-W. 
-W. 
-W. 
-S. 

■ S. 

• W. 
-W. 
-S. w. 

-S. w. 
■ w. 
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Ml B. 



i 30.0 
230.0 

3 

4 

5 
6 



29.7 
29.5 

30.0 
30.0 
3°-o 
30.0 
30.0 
30.C 
30.0 

30. C 

30.C 

■')' ; 
30.0 
29.' 
29.7 
29.7 
I930.O 
20 30.O 
30.O 
22 30.O 

-3 29-6 

24129.7 

2 5 | 3 0.0 
263O.3 
2730.O 
28,30.0 
293O.O 



9 

10 

1 1 
12 

x 3 
14 

*5 
16 



NOVEMBER, 


1790. 




1 W. 


Cloudy 






_ 


s. w. 


Fair 




• 


_ 


w. 


Rainy day 






- 


w. 


Cloudy 


- 




- 


Do. and cold 


- 




- 


[w. 


Do. and windy 


- 




- 




Clear do. 






- 


N. W. 


Do. 


- 




- 




Do. 






- 




Overcaft 


* 




i. 


N. W. 


Clear day 






_ 


N. W. 


Do. 


» 




_ 


N. 


Do. 


- 




» 


W. 


Rainy day 




- 


- 


E. 


Fine warm calm day 




- 


- 




Rain all day 




- 




N. E.i 


Do. 






_ 


N. E. 


Cloudy overcaft 


- 






N. 


Fine clear day 




. 


- 


N. W. 


Do. 


- 




- 




Do. 






- 




Do. 


• 




- 




Overcaft morning. P 


M. 


clear 




W. 


Do. all day 


- 




- 


w. 


Fine clear day 




- 


- 


N.W 


Snow ftorm from 




- 


- 


N. E. 


Do. continued 






- 




Clear, cold 




. 


- 


N. W 


Do. 






■ 


N. W 


Do, 






* 


W. 



M B. 
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DECEMBER, 1790. 



W 



3o-5 
30.0 

29.5 
29-5 

*9- 5 

30.0 

30.0 

3o-5 
30.6 
30.0 



1 
1 
3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

TO 

1 iUO.O 

12 

*3 
^4 

15 

16 

J 7 

18 

19 

20 
21 

22 

23 
24 

25 
26 



29.7 
29.7 
30.0 

3°-4 
29.5 
30.0 
3°-4 
3°-4 
30.0 
29.7 
3°-4 
30-4 
30.0 
30.0 
30.0 
2730.0 
28:30.0 
29129.7 

3°3°-3 



Fine clear day 
Heavy rain 

Cloudy morn. P. M. fair 
Clear day 

Do. high wind 
Clear day 
Cloudy 
Clear, hard froft 

Do. river doled 
Hazy, more moderate 
Foggy calm day 

Do. A. M P. M. clear 
Overcaft, cloudy 
Clear day 

Do. 
Fall of fnow 
Clear cold 
Severe cold. River clofe 

Do. 
Hazy moderate day 
Snow from 
Clear cold 
Do. 
Do. 
Snow 

Fine clear day 
Do. 
Do. 
Overcaft hazy 
Clear cold 
Overcait 



ST. W 
N. E. 

W. 

tf. W. 
N. W. 
N. W. 

- N. W. 
-M. W. 
-N 

-E. 
-E. 
-W. 
-5. w. 

- N. W. 
-W. 
-E. 

-N. W. 
-N. W- 
-S. w. 
-S. W. 
-NT. E. 
-N. W. 
-S. w. 
-S. w. 
-N. E. 
-W. 
-W. 
-W. 
-S. 
-N. 
-N. W- 
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XIV. 



Cafe of Invert ed Uterus ; by Benjamin Duffield, 
M. D. Fellow of the College. Read Feb. 
i/, 1791. 

Decern. /^VN the fifth day of this month, 
1 790, \^J about hajf after two o'clock in 
the afternoon, I was defired to vifit the wife 
of , in the diftri£t of South- 
ward The hufband, who called me, in- 
formed me that his wife had juft been deliver- 
ed of a fine child ; but that the midwife wifh- 
ed immediate afiiftance, as fome uncommon 
accident had happened, which had much 
alarmed her. I immediately accompanied 
him — and found the patient lying on the foot 
of the bed, upon her fide, in a cold and 
clammy fweat — her eyes glaffy — no pulfe per- 
ceptible at the wrift, and all appearances feem- 
ing to indicate immediate diffolution. Urg- 
ed by the clamours which furrounded me, 
and which the fears and terror of the mid- 
wife excited in the friends attending her, I 

was 
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was hurried to an inftant excmi nation with- 
out enquiring accurately, or indeed at all, what 
was the matter. 

As I attempted to pafs my hand between 
the thighs, in order to touch, I immediately 
found the uterus inverted in a very great de- 
gree. It appeared, as nearly as I could efti- 
mate, by inclofing it in my hands, to be pro- 
truded about feven inches in its fhorteft, and 
nine inches in its longeft diameter. The room 
being dark, I thought proper to take the ad- 
vantage of the confufion ufual on fuch occa- 
S to requeft a candle. It was brought 
and I was fuffered to have a flight view of the 
5. The appearance of the uterus exhi- 
d that of a parenchyma, ftriated with 
vefiels of different kinds and colours, as they 
were full or emptied; and I imagined, that I 
could accurately define the fpot to which the 
placenta had been affixed; This I was led tobe- 
gve, from what I may not improperly term the 
nchymatous fubftance of that part, being 
•us— bloody, and its furface being covered 
with membranous and gelatinous fubiianccs. 

As I chofe not to expofe the deranged part 
to the action of the air any longer, I immedi- 
ately 
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ately called for a foft greafed cloth, and pre- 
pared to attempt the reduction. My reafon for 
ufing the cloth greafed was this — I conceived 
that if applied dry, its adhefion to the irrrita- 
ble furface of the uterus would be intimate, 
and its feparation from it in confequence 
be very painful. I then placed one hand 
on each iide of the uterus, and by eradual 
compreffion, aflifted with a gentle motion up- 
wards, aflimilated as nearly to the axis of the 
pubis as poflible, after fome minutes perfeve- 
rance, I completed the reduction. It is to be 
obferved, that previous to the attempt, 1 had, 
as well as my frightened afliftants could afford 
me their aid, placed her on her back, with 
her buttocks elevated by pillow?, and her 
knees feparated hj perfons on each fide. 

I now began to examine the foliation of 
my patient, with refpect to haemorrhage pre- 
vious to my arrival. By the appearances of 
the floor and the bed, I perceived that a confi- 
dcrable quantity of blood had been loft : and 
indeed from the ftate in which I found her, 
I could not have fufpected otherwife. Du- 
ring the time of reduction the hemorrhage 
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was not profufe, and when that was effected, 
it was confiderably diminilhed. 

It may now be proper to obferve, that me 
was a woman of thirty years and fix months 
old, rather above the middle fize, well made, 
of a chearful difpofition, and accuftomed to 
an actively mduftrious life. She had already 
been delivered of feven living children. Some 
months previous to the prefent labour, me 
had been afflicted with pains in her back of 
a tranlient duration. The child of which 
fhe had been juft delivered was large and 
well formed in every refpect. 

I then endeavoured to colled the hiftory 
of the cafe from the midwife. She informed 
me, that the prefentation was natural ; the 
labour gradual and ihort. That as foon as the 
child was born, me tied the cord, and proceed- 
ed to the extraction of the placenta; in which 
fhe obftinately infilled, fhe had ufed no uncom- 
mon force ; but from my knowledge of her, I 
was much inclined to difbelieve her afTertion. 
To ufe her own language, fhe had made a lit- 
tle effort to pull it away, when out all came to- 

ther. 
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gether. That fhe found a great round body 
coming behind the cake which was faft to it, 
juft like two muffins or rolls baked together : 
and that fhe put her lingers between the cake 
and that body and tore away the fkins which 
faftened them — then the cake came away, 
and the reft inftaiitly fell down farther. 

From this account, from the appearance 
of the woman, from the recolle&ion of li- 
milar cafes, of which the event is almoft con- 
ftantly recorded as fatal, I had but (lender 
hopes of rendering further fervice to my patient. 
I, however, turned her a little on one fide, 
and as the haemorrhage now appeared to, in- 
creafe, I ordered cloths dipped in vinegar with 
a fmall proportion of brandy, to be applied 
to the os externum, and to the whole abdo- 
men with a greater proportion of the ardent 
fpirit. Cold wine was prefcribed to be given 
in the dofe of a tea-fpoonful or two every 
fifteen minutes, and that fhe mould not be 
ftirred from her pofture until I again vifited 
her. This was about five o'clock in the even- 
ing — when 1 found they had put her to bed 
in the ufual manner. She Ipoke low, and 
faintly — no pulfe was to be felt at the wrift — 

the 
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the forehead and extremities, covered with 
cold clammy fweats, and the countenance by 
no means favourable. I ftaid a confiderable 
time with her ; defired the continuance of 
the applications and the wine alone, or diluted, 
as fhe chofe it, at very fhort intervals. The 
midwife was ordered in cafe of pain and reft-, 
leflhefs, to give thirty five drops of lauda- 
num, and ifthofe were not fuffieient, to add 
fifteen every hour till it took erFe£t. I in-, 
fifted particularly on abfolute filence, and as 
much folitude as pomble. 

Dec. 6. I was called this morning at 
feven, and informed fhe had been fo deli- 
rious about eleven o'clock the night before 
as to require being held. That fhe had com- 
plained of fhiverings and ficknefs at ftomach. 
But that after the opium fhe had refted near 
two hours. Large glyfters of oil, rendered 
mifcible with water by means of vegetable 
mucilage, were directed every hour. 

I . P. M. No evacuation by ftool or urine. 
Pulfe not yet perceivable. Sweat clammy, 

yet 
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yet not cold. Eyes and countenance rather 
more natural. 

6. P. M. A fmall creeping pulfe to be per- 
ceived countenance and fpirits better. 

Hands cold, but the arms warmer ; her feet 
dry, and more agreeable to the feel. She dis- 
covers fome inclination to urine, for which, 
as well as obvious reafons, I omit the ufe of 
the catheter. Repeat the draught, and con- 
tinue the regimen. 

Dec. 7. 8. A. M. Find her pulfe rather 
quick and active, tho' fmall. The natural heat 
in fome degree returned. She has twice 
made water with great eafe. 

As her milk fever feems to approach, and 
pulfe is adtive, a julep offpiritus nitri dulcis 
ordered to be taken every two hours. She 
complains of ficknefs at ftomach and a little 
pain in the abdomen ; which has not yet dis- 
covered any teniion, or much pain on prei- 
fuae. Let the wine I^e difcontinued for toad 
and water. 

c. P.M. 
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5. P. M. She has difcharged three pints and 
one half of urine at twice. Pulfe fuller and 
more active. Thirft increafing — no ftool — 
ordered fome caftor oil to be added to the 
ufual glyfter. I mult here obferve, that as 
fhe had no ftools in time of labour, I was lefs 
anxious to procure one for reafons evident to 
every practitioner. Continue her diluent 
drinks, and repeat the draught as ufual. 

Dec. 6. 10. A. M. Found her almoft 
eafy and free from pain, except the feat of 
the lower dorfal and firft of the lumbar ver- 
tebras now and then being attacked with Hing- 
ing fenfations. Her belly not more painful 
to the touch, and has no great increafe of ac- 
tion in her pulfe. She has pafled urine free- 
ly, and has had one very large evacuation by 
ftool — Continues her diluents — The child has 
fucked eagerly, and the night pafled comfort- 
ably without the laudanum. 

7. P. M. Not fo well — fever and thirft in- 
creafed, and a light tenfion of the abdomen 
perceivable. Another ftool and difcharge of 
urine — feejs an appetite for the firft time — 

ordered 
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ordered fago, and a ftricl: obfervance of her 
horizontal pofture. Repeat the draught. 

9. During the Sth and this day better ; 
and has had comfortable fleep. Voice and 
countenance better ; takes nourishment freely, 
and is almoft free of fever— abdomen nearly 
natural with refpedt to the touch, and its 
evacuations — Draught difcontinued. 

1 o. In the fame fituation as yefterday, ex- 
cept a kind of tedioufnefs in making water. 

1 1 . Better. 

12, 13, 14. As on the nth. 

1 6 to 21. Has not yet fat up, but in very 

Impatient, and recruits ftrength. 

22. Sat up an hour. 

25. Find her convalefcent. 

1 79 1 , Jan. 3d. Free from every complaint 
and confiders herfelf as perfe&ly well. 



An 
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XV. 

An Extraordinary Cafe of a rupture of the 
ligament of the Os Humeri, with the cure 
thereof By Dr. Benjamin Say, Treafurer 
oj the College, Read February i, 1791. 

ON the eighth day of May 1 -789, I was 
lent for to vifit James Bartram, fenior ; 
a gentleman near fixty years of age, in King- 
iemng, four miles from town, who, the mef- 
fenger informed me, had a fall from his 
horfe, and diflocated his right moulder. I 
rode out with all convenient fpeed. Up- 
on examining the moulder, I found a pro- 
minence of that part of the clavicle next 
the humerus, and as I thought of the acro- 
mion fcapulae, together with an apparent 
cavity, the common criterion by which lux- 
ation is generally known, and found the 
head of the humerus as low as the axilla ; from 
this view of the parts, 1 did not hefitate to 
pronounce that there was a complete difloca- 
<ion of the limb, in confequence of which 
2 the 
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the neceffary bandages were prepared, toge- 
ther with proper affiftants to reinftate the joint, 
when we made a confiderable extenfion upon • 
it ; but what was my furprife, when, in this 
intended reduction, the feparation of the bones 
from each other was evidently increafed, and 
the fcapula appeared to be, (as it really was) 
attached to the head of the humerus, thofe 
two bones retaining invariably their contiguity 
with each other. Finding myfelf now in a 
perplexed fituation, I requefted the gentlemen 
to relax the parts by declining the extenfion ; 
I then clafped the moulder with both my 
hands, and with confiderable eafe to myfelf, 
and not much pain to my patient, brought 
all the parts into their proper places j but up- 
on removing my hands, the humerus and fca- 
pula together immediately fell down again to 
that part from which I had juft before brought 
them. I was now convinced that there was 
fomething very extraordinary in this cafe, and 
that the ligament uniting the clavicle with the 
acromion fcapulse was completely feparated ; 
for, upon minute and clofe infpe&ion, there 
was neither fracture nor luxation to be found. 
As it was at a diftarice from the city i could 
not immediately confult any of my brethren 
Vol. I. M wpoa 
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upon this new and important cafe, and there- 
fore concluded, for the prefent, to attempt 
the retention of the bones by the common 
luxation bandage, fup porting the arm with 
the handkerchief fling. He complained of 
much pain in his right fide, which part, upon 
examination, did not exhibit the leaft de- 
gree of external injury, yet from the ac- 
cutenefs of the pain, I feared that inflamma- 
tion might take place from internal contufion; 
to prevent which, I bled him plentifully, and 
gave him fmall dofes of the fal glauberi to be 
repeated pro re nata, with diluent drinks. 

I left him after the firlt vifit with very 
little fatisfaclion to myfelf, being fearful that 
the dreflings, which I had now applied to the 
difordered part, would be attended with no 
great advantage, and upon vifiting him the 
next day, the 9th, found my apprehenfions 
.verified, for the bones were not retained in 
their natural fltuation as 1 in fome meafure 
had left them ; the bandage was now tighten- 
ed, but with little hopes of being more fortu- 
nate. I communicated the cafe to two or three 
of the faculty, members of the College, 
who declared the cafe to be new, and confe- 

quently, 
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vpiently, from previous experience, nothing 
could be gained in what way this rare accident 
might belt be treated. He ftill complained of 
the pain in his fide, and alfo in the moulder, 
attended with fome fever, but the latter foon 
gave way to the antiphlogifric treatment — I 
continued to vifit him occafionally till the 
1 4th, and was mortified to find, that the bones 
could not be kept together by this mode, the 
bandage having been tightened fo as to give 
him extreme pain ; I was, however, greatly 
relieved from much anxiety of mind, upon 
applying the leathern fling communicated by 
Mr Parke of Liverpool to Dr Monroe, a draw- 
ing and defcription whereof appear in the 
6th volume of Bell's Surgery, which fling I 
had made for the purpofe, and applied it on 
the 1 6th of May, juft eight days after the ac- 
cident, the bones being {till eafily brought in- 
to contiguity with each other. I was much 
pleafed upon vifiting him on the 1 8th, the 
fecond day after this new mode of treatment, 
to iind that the head of the humerus was ftill 
as I had left it on the 1 6th, nearly in its natu- 
ral pofition, and confidently congratulated my 
patient with a fuccefsful cure. I continued my 
attention to him, tightening the flrap which 
M % extended 
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extended to the collar, as occafion required, 
till the i ith day of June, being near four 
weeks from the time the fling was applied, 
when I ventured with care to remove it. Up- 
on examining the joint, I was pleafed to find 
the bones in proximity, with even a fmall 
degree of motion in them ; I concluded, how- 
ever, that it would be proper to reapply the 
fling, the parts being yet in a ftate of debility; 
he experiences now but little pain, except- 
ing at night after having lain a few hours in 
bed ; but to remedy this, I defired him to 
loofen the ftrap when he went to bed, but to 
be careful to tighten it upon rifmg, which he 
continued in the practice of for fome time, 
and found an advantage in it. June 2 2d. 
This day I removed the fling for about half 
an hour, moved the limb in different directi- 
ons, the bones being nearly in their natural 
fituation. He now fleeps better, is clear of 
fever, bowels regular, with a good appetite. 
I recommended to him to leave off the fling 
every night from this time, but be careful to 
re-apply it every morning upon rifing. — I 
continued my vifits occafionally till the i oth 
df July, on which day I found him bufily 

employed 
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employed (hocking grain after the reapers in 
his harveft field, with his left hand, ftill conti- 
nuing to wear his fling, which he faid he could 
not leave off without pain ; I recommended 
that he mould wear it one month longer, which 
he complied with ; and I can now with great 
fatisfa&ion mention, that the cure is com- 
pleated, that he has the perfect ufe of his arm, 
and is in a good ftate of health* 



XVI. 



An account of an Head-ach, cured by the Dif- 

charge of a Worm from the Nofe. By 

Thomas H. Stockett. — Practitioner ofphy- 

fic at South River, Maryland. Read 

April $th, 1 79 1. 

AN old lady in Lower Malbro', had for 
fix or eight months paft, an excrucia- 
ting head-ach ; about three weeks ago, there 
commenced a difcharge of bloody matter 
from one noftril, the pain by degrees falling 

to 
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to the comer of the eye on the fide from 
which the difcharge proceeded. Within a few 
days, fhe clofed the noftril not affected and 
blew hard, when out flew a worm, about two 
inches long, apparently with a head at each 
end, which was white, and the body brown. 
Its action was like what is called an inch 
worm, and on its back fcales were percep- 
tible. 

This old lady fays, that one day laftfum- 
mer, fhe was walking in her garden, pulled a 
rofe and fmelled it, and immediately a painful 
fenfation took place in her head, juft above 
the noftril that has been affecled ; and me 
remembers to have obferved fome fmall white 
worms on the rofe, which are common to 
that flower, from which moment fhe has not 
been without pain until fhe difcharged it. 



An 
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An Account of a new Bitter prepared from 
Ihe bark of the root of the Liriodendron Tu- 
lipifera. By Benjamin Ruin, M. D. &c. 
Read May 3, 1 79 1 . 

HAVING frequently heard from different 
country people that the bark of the Li- 
riodendron Tulipifera of Linnseus, common- 
ly called by them the red poplar tree, afford- 
ed a ftrong bitter, I employed a man in the 
month of February laft to procure about thir- 
ty pounds of it for me. It had a ftrong bit- 
ter, accompanied with a flight aromatic tafte, 
in its frefh ftate. To afcertain its fenfibk 
qualities and virtues more accurately, . fub- 
jected it to the following pharmaceutical ex- 
periments, the refult of which I beg leave to 
communicate to the College. 

1 ft. I boiled about two pounds of the 
frefh root in half a gallon of water, 
I obtained a ftrong bitter extrac il, in 

my opinion, to the extract of gentian. 

2(L 
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2d. I infufed four ounces of the frefh bark, 
cut into fmall pieces, in a quart of proof fpi-? 
rit, from which I obtained a tin&ure which 
pofTefled a tafte fimply bitter, and of a peculi- 
arly mild nature. 

3d. I boiled an ounce of the dried bark in a 
quart of water, to a pint — the liquor was bit- 
ter, but lefs fo than the tincture made with 
fpirit. 

4th. I infufed an ounce of the dried bark 
in a pint of water for twenty-four hours. 
The infufion was bitter. 

5th. In attempting to reduce the dried 
bark to powder, I found it broke in fmall fi- 
bres, fo that little powder was obtained from 
jt. Upon toafting it a little over a flow fire, 
it was pulverifed without difficulty. The 
powder was ftrongly impregnated with a bit- 
ter tafte. 

I HAVE prefcribed this new bitter feveral 
times, and have found it equal to moft of the 
common bitters of our fhops, 



1 
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I have no doubt of its efficacy in all thofe 
difeafes in which mild bitters are ufed. Con- 
fidering how great a proportion that clafs of 
medicines compofes of the quantity and ex- 
pence of all our prefcriptions, efpecially in 
chronic difeafes, I flatter myfelf that the intro- 
duction of a new article belonging to that 
clafs, and which may be procured in great 
quantities in every part of our country, at a 
trifling expence, will be an acceptable addi- 
tion to the interefts of medicine in the Uni- 
ted States. 

I have accompanied this communication 
with fpecimens of each of the preparations of 
the root, which I fubmit to the examination 
of the College, 

May 2d, 1791. 

P. S. Since the above communication, I 
have prefcribed a large quantity of the root 
of this bitter in powder ; and, I am happy in 
being able to add, with as much fatisfadtion 
as any of the common bitters of our mops. 

May 30, 1793. 
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An Account of ajingular Cafe of the Small- 
Pox^ fuccefs fully treated by the plentiful ufe 
of Bark, fermented liquors, and animal food. 
By Benjamin Rum, M. D. &c. Read 
July 5, 1791. 

SAMUEL EWING, aged twenty-five, * 
citizen of the State of Kentucke, was 
feized, foon after his arrival in our city from 
a fea voyage, with a fever, which, from the 
circumftances and fymptoms attending it, I 
judged to be the eruptive fever of the fmall- 
pox. 

I was called to him on the 24th of May, 
when his pulfe was active, but not fo tenfe 
or full as to require bleeding. I ordered him 
a dofe of tartar emetic and calomel, which 
operated plentifully both upwards and down- 
wards, and gave him confiderable relief. 

Two days afterwards an eruption appear- 
ed on his fkin, attended with delirium. His 

pock 
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pocks were diftindt, but very fmall, and fo 
numerous, that every part of his body was 
covered with them, except a fmall fpace on 
his neck and breaft. His appearance gave 
me but a flender hope of his recovery ; but 
I was refolved to attempt it — For this pur- 
pofe I began by applying a blifter to the 
neck, which removed his delirium in four and 
twenty hours; and by giving him calomel in 
fmall dofes, with a view of fupporting and 
Attenuating the difcharge from the falivary 
glands, during the fecondary fever, a mode 
of treating that fymptom which I had purfu- 
ed with fuccefs in many cafes, before the 
practice of inoculating became general in our 
city, and which I learned from my firft Pre- 
ceptor in Medicine the worthy Prefident of 
our College. I gave him, at the fame time, 
the bark, increafing it gradually from two 
drachms to two ounces a day. 

On the 5th day after his eruption, all the 
pocks below his knees were of a purple colour, 
and a large mortification was difcovered on 
both his buttocks. Not the leaft fwelling 
appeared in his face, or matter in his pock ; 
nor was there any tendency to a defluxion 

x>n 
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on the glands of his throat. The danger of 
thefe fymptoms was much increafed by the 
heat of the weather, for the mercury during 
their worfl: ftage flood at 90 ° in Fahrenheit's 
thermometer. Such was the fmell which 
came from his body, at this time, that it was 
perceivedin every room of the houfe in which 
he lodged. 

In this fituation of my patient I ordered 
him to drink wine, porter and cyder in large 
quantities, and recommended his eating plen- 
tifully of animal food. 

Soon after the ufe of thefe cordial remedies, 
the pocks aflumed a better appearance, and a 
vigour was given to his pulfe which encou- 
raged me to entertain ftronger hopes of his re- 
covery. I ordered his nurfe to cut off the 
heads of the pocks with a pair of fciflars, and 
to wipe the matter from them with a foft 
piece of cloth, and afterwards to bathe them 
with equal parts of rum and vinegar — alfo 
with oil of turpentine and fweet oil. His 
room was fumigated with vinegar, and with 
burnt gun-powder and tobacco, every day — 

and 
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and his feet and legs bathed twice a-day in 
warm water. 

The greateft attention was paid to fre- 
quent changes of his linen. Opium was gi- 
ven, occafionally, both day and night. Its 
dofe was regulated by the ftate of his bowels, 
and by the prefence or abfence of fleep. On 
the 8th of June the fcabs began to fall off, and 
on the 1 2th of the fame month I confidered 
him as out of danger. A flight cough con- 
tinued for a few days after, which yielded to 
a diet of mufti and milk. * 

The following circumftances in the above 
cafe appear to merit attention. 

I ft. There was no fwelling in the face or 
falivation in any ftage of the diforder. Dr. 
Sydenham fays he never faw but one cafe of 
a recovery from a malignant or dangerous 
fmall-pox, without a falivation. I never faw 
one before, and never an inftance- of fuch a 

number 



* This cough was fo much increafed after every dofe- 
of bark he took, in the beginning of his, convalefcence, 
that I was obliged to leave off giving it to him foone** 
than I intended. 
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number of pocks, accompanied with fo little 
fwelling, which did not terminate in death, 

2d. The quantities of fermented liquors 
which were taken by this patient. Thefe li- 
quors were gradually increafed and gradual- 
ly diminifhed as his difeafe advanced and de- 
clined. He drank five bottles of porter on 
the 7th day of June, three bottles on the 8th, 
and two and an half of cyder; three bottles 
of porter on the 9th, two on the 1 oth, and 
cue a-day for three days afterwards. Thefe 
liquors have an immenfe advantage over ar- 
dent fpirits, in conveying nouriihment into 
the body, and thereby extending a more du- 
rable ftimulus to every part of the fyftem. 

3d. A third circumftance attending this cafe 
was, his plentiful ufe of animal food, confirm- 
ing chiefly of faked ham and tongue, and cf 
beef- {teaks. 

This was Hkewife increafed and diminifh- 
ed with the increafe and decline of his difor- 
der. He took about eight ounces of this lb- 
lid and ft imulating diet on the 7th of June ; 
fix on the 8th, and five on the 9th — with 
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each of thefe meals he ate a large quantity of 
bread and green peas. He drank likewife oc- 
cafionally of ftrong coffee, with which he eat 
plentifully of bread and butter. 

4. Befides thefe unufual quantities of cord- 
ial drinks and diet, he took, in the courfe 
of his illnefs, a pound and an halfoi the pow- 
der of bark. 

I should be ungrateful in clofing this 
account of Mr Ewing's cafe, without ac- 
knowledging my obligations to the nurfe 
who attended him. All my directions were 
executed by her with a degree of fidelity, 
judgment, and humanity which contributed 
greatly to his recovery. I hope our College 
will permit me to mention her name in this 
commemoration — It is Mary Waters. 
Whole pages of hiftory have often been fill- 
ed with the exploits of perfons lefs worthy 
•f being known to the public. 

June 16, 1 79 1. 

P. S. I have had an opportunity laft 
month of feeing the good effects of cordial 
and ftimulating aliment in a cafe of typhus 

4 'final!- 
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(mail pox in a black woman, an hired fervant 
ofPeter Milier'softhis city. The pocks were 
Very numerous — and for a while flat and wa- 
tery. There was fcarcely any fwelling in her 
face. She ate every day two or three boil- 
ed eggs, likewife frefh and faked meat, and 
drank plentifully of fermented liquors. She 
is now in good health. 

June ^th, 1793. 

XIX. 

An Account of the Effects 6/* Electricity, 
in the removal of an Obflruclion in the bi- 
liary duel) in a letter from Dr. Jacob Hall, 
Principal of Cokejbury College in Mary 'land \ 
to Benjamin Rum, M. D, &c. Read 
Augujl 2, 1791. 

" A M O N G S T the many well-attefted 
JljL inftances of the good efTe&s of Elec- 
tricity in the cure of difeafes, I beg leave with 
gratitude to mention, for the benefit of others, 
a recent cure effe&ed in myfelf ; by the re- 
moval of an obftru&ion in the biliary duel — 
1 a cafe 
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a cafe which I do not remember to have feen 
upon record— *\bout the latter end of Febru- 
ary laft, Avhile engaged in the duties of my 
ftation, I was fuddenly feized with a {harp, 
pungent pain of the' ftomach, accompanied 
with an unufual diftenfion, and fixed pain in 

the region of the liver 1 repaired home 

as fpeedily as pomble, through a heavy rain, 
where as foon as I arrived, a fpontaneoiis vo- 
miting came on, which continued till evening, 
when, by the power of an anodyne, the vo- 
miting ceafed, and I enjoyed a tolerable night. 
In the morning) attempting to rife, I was ar- 
retted by a fhort fyncope or fainting fit — af- 
ter w T hich the vomiting returned) together with 
the pain in the right hypocondrium as before. 
As foon as the vomiting (but not the pain) 
had yielded to medicine, I began to examine 
into the caufe of my complaint, which, from 
the icteric fymptoms, I knew to be the jaun- 
dice, and the proximate caufe, an obitruction 
in the biliary duel: — 1 had recourfe to the 
medicines commonly prefcribed in this dif- 
eafe, without being able to remove the pain — 
which continued for feveral days, with vari- 
ous decrees of intenfity and remiifion, while 
I enjoyed eafy nights from the palliative power 
Vol. L N of 
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of opium. Tired, at length, of this amufing 
medicine, I thought of taking reft without 
it — the confequence was a painful, reftlefs 
night ; but during my reflections on the re- 
medies recommended by medical writers for 
expelling Gall-Jlones^ it was fuggefted to me, 
that Eleclric fire would effect the cure. Ac- 
cordingly, in the morning, with pain and diffi- 
culty, I came to the college, and the ma- 
chine being put in order, I received three 
Jlrong Jhocks y which paffed through my left 
arm and breaft, and out of my right fide, 
through the part affected ; after which, the 
^mfuddenly and entirely ceafed ! and, in the 
evening, a diarrhoea came on, which, by its 
appearance, demonftrated that the obftruc- 
tion was removed. 
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XX. 



Medical Faffs and Obfervations, extracled 
from a letter from Mofes Bartram, M. D. of 
St. PauPs Pari/7j, South Carolina, to Ben- 
jamin Rufh, M. D. &c. Read September 
6tb, 1 79 1. 



THE hiftories of difeafes and daily ex- 
perience confirm the great variety 
of types difeafes affume from the operation 
of climate, the arts and refinements of apo- 
lifhed life, peculiar fituation and intercourfe 
of men, and the various modes of treatment ; 
but notwithstanding the dark veil thofe com- 
bined caufes throw over the genuine face of 
nature, a prominent feature will always pro- 
trude here and there, to lead to a difcovery 
of the truth — Natura femper eundem habet 
modum et fimpliciter. A long continued 
feries of particular motions or actions, gene- 
rates 
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rates a peculiar and more or lefs durable 
difpofition of parts, effluvia, or humors, which, 
agreeably to the well known axiom of like 
caufes producing like effects, will propagate 
and reproduce fimilar ones. The former be- 
ing entailed on the posterity, pre dace heredita- 
ry difeafes; and the others, by coming in con- 
tact with bodies predifpofed to morbid changes. 
Many difeafes, originally or naturally quite 
void of infection or contagion, may become 
fo from a particular concurrence of circum- 
stances, and may lofe that quality entirely, or 
in part, from other caufes. Thus dyfentery, 
fcurvy, consumption, influenza, and fome of 
the impetigines, have been alternately afferted 
and denied to be infectious or contagious. 

I have been led to adopt the above notions 
from obfervation of feveral cafes of Lepra in 
this country, and of a moft terrible univerfal 
eruption of the pfora genus, infesting the in- 
habitants on the Eaft coast of Africa; of which 
I faw and attentively examined feveral cafes in 
fome fhipwrecked Frenchmen, whom we 
took aboard from the Ifland Johanna in my 
voyage to the Indies. The latter, though in 
a residence of feveral months on the ifland, 

and 
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and a ftay of near two aboard our uYip,' did 
not communicate the leaft of the infection to 
any body in the freeft intercourfe and famili- 
arity with the moft of the company. I have 
feen leveral cafes of Lepra here, which Dr. 
Cullen and moft writers declare to be infec- 
tious ; but the patients, from the united tefti- 
mony of many people lived in families in the 
moft unreftrained fociability for years with- 
out the leaft bad confequence to any body. I 
have known feveral people thus affected, who 
folemnly declared, that their complaints arofe 
from fudden expofure to cold, when excef- 
fively heated ; and from the exactnefs with 
which they traced them, it was indifputably 
the truth. 

A lady informed me lately that, fome years 
ago, fhe laboured under a moft fevere tym- 
panitis inteftinalis above a year, which was 
miftaken fome months for pregnancy, and at 
length reduced her fo low, that her life was de- 
fpaired of, and her phyficians, men of great emi- 
nence, gave her over. One day fhe conceived 
a ftrong fancy,for tobacco, which me indulg- 
ed 
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ed herfelf in, fmoking moft liberally ; and in 
a -very fhort time, was both furprized and de- 
lighted with a fudden relief from her extreme 
mifery, by the total fubfiding of her tumid 
abdomen, and a copious expulfion of the fla- 
tus. She fpeedily recovered her health, but 
for fome time was liable to a return of her 
complaint, which baffled all the tonics and 
flimulants that could be devifed, and readily 
yielded to tobacco fmoked. 

The hint I have often heard you give of 
the probability of a fpecific action of certain 
fubftances, as of fome being confined to the 
nerves, and others to the vafcular fyftem, 
feemed to receive fupport from a very interef- 
ting cafe I fome time fince had under my care. 
A child three years old, was feized with infa- 
nity or rather idiotifm, fuddenly, without the 
fmalleft degree of fever, or any other com- 
plaint to account for fo ftrange an affection. — 
The parents were greatly alarmed and fent 
for me ; — I arrived when the child had been 
a few hours in this condition, examined it 
very clofely, found its pulfe moderate and na- 
tural, no preternatural heat or flufhing, no 

thirft, 
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thirft, tongue clean, no internal function 
whatever difturbed, but thofe of the brain ; 
the child was to all appearance happy, talk- 
ing all the incoherent nonfenfe that can be 
imagined, laughing, and in conftant motion ; 
but laboured under fo great a debility, that it 
could not ftand or walk without tottering ; 
and feveral times in attempting it fell down ; 
it was a perfect delirium mite. I had fortu- 
nately feen feveral fuch cafes from eating the 
feeds of the datura ftramonium, or thorn ap- 
ple, in Philadelphia, which made a confider- 
able impreffion upon me. Perfuaded that 
the cafe before me was another of the fame 
kind, I queftioned the patients ftridtly, if the 
child had not been eating fomething impro- 
per ; they anfwered confidently in the nega- 
tive ; I ftill expreffed my doubts, and at laft 
told them pofitively it had been taking fome 
of the above apple ; they were furprifed at 
my obftinacy, and declared none grew near the 
houfe. — I immediately gave it a large dofe 
of tartar emetic, recollecting that, in the for- 
mer cafes, there had been a great infenfibility 
of the ftomach ; this not proving fufficicnt, 
and the child taking the medicine with re- 
luctance, 
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lu&ance, I introduced a funnel into the mouth, 
and forced down a great quantity of warm wa- 
ter,which had the deiired efTect.The matter was 
now determined ; I was highlv gratified and 
the byflanders ail aftonimed at the fight of a 
table fpoonful of the feeds and the thorny co- 
vering. The child after this improved rapid- 
ly, and in a few days was perfectly recovered. 

I lately attended a cafe of pleurify in a vio- 
lent degree in a negro man, middle aged, whom 
I bled on the third day of the difeafe, being the 
firit vifit, and notwithstanding this, bliftering 
and all theufualremedies,it went on ragingwith 
a burning fever, till the 9th day, with a con- 
ilant fweat all the time, when his fpirits 
and ftrength were excefhvely reduced, and 
his pulfe intermitted and fluttered in a remark- 
able degree, from three to nine or ten pulfa- 
tions, ftrong and rapid, followed by an inter- 
miihon equal to the time of five or fix. This 
remarkable irregularity continued between 
two and three days. This, with other fymp- 
toms equally threatening, made me almoft de- 
fpair ; but I did not relinquish him, as I make 
it a point never to give up a patient. What 
was to be done ? There was no apparent dif- 
ficulty 
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ficulty of expectoration, — cough mild and 
moderate. I had tried every thing that could 
be thought of, without effect — a brifk vomit 
prefented itfelf to my mind as as the laft re- 
fource ; I gave it ; was amazed at the fuccefs, 
and faved my patient. He difcharged a great 
quantity of vifcid olive-coloured phlegm, and 
felt immediate relief. I mean to repeat this 
experiment, and hope to find it of great confe- 
quence. It is a general remark here that one 
bleeding in the pleurify is fufficient ; and a 
certain eminent phyfician, fome time deceas- 
ed, famed for his fuccefs in this difeafe, ufed 
to truft entirely to one bleeding as early as 
poffible, and profufe fweating. I have ob- 
ferved in feveral fuccefsful cafes, a very great 
diaphorefis kept up with great eafe, five or 
fix days, with a rapid tolerably flrong pulfe the 
whole time. Does not this invalidate Dr. 
Cullen's doctrine of fever ? 

A strong defire to have my doubts re- 
moved upon a matter of fome confequence, 
induces me to trefpafs a little farther upon 
your patience. I lately had a moft obftinate 
cafe of colic, moft probably from cold, though 
it differed confiderably from all the fpecies de- 

fcribed 
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fcribed in nofologies and commonly met with. 
It is an eftablimed opinion among the Blacks, 
and indeed many Whites, that the negroes 
are very apt to poifon one another, and that 
the effects produced are exactly, ad punBum, 
like the cafe to which I allude. It was a molt 
obftinate conftipation, with tumefaction, ten- 
sion, and pain of the abdomen, frequent, 
almoft conftant vomiting, and quick full pulfe 
for feven or eight days. At the end of this 
time, the pulfe funk amazingly, and for three 
days before the happy relief from the remedy 
to be prefently mentioned, it was like a mere 
thread with the pulfation too quick to be num- 
bered, extremities cold and debility extreme. 
Having tried lenient and ftrong purges, vari- 
ous enemata? opium, heat, in a dry and hu- 
mid form, ftimulant fomentations, and a blifter 
to the abdomen, without the leaft advantage, 
and placing no dependance on argentum vi- 
vum,from the ill fuccefsof it in a variety of cafes 
mentioned both by Dr. Stevenfon and others, 
I was dtermined to have recourfe to the ce- 
lebrated remdy of the former, mentioned in 
the Edinburgh Medical efTays, viz. cold water 
darned upon the extremities. I ordered the cold- 
eft water to be procured, and threw it my felf up- 
on 



( 2o 3 ) 

on the legs, thighs, and pubes. He felt eafy di- 
rectly, but had no difcharge. Ithen fwathedthe 
belly in a cloth, dripping wet with cold water, 
and fome time after repeated it to the lower 
extremities. — In half an hour after this, he 
had a fine difcharge, which was followed by 
half a dozen others very copious. From this 
time he mended very rapidly. My doubts 
are with refpec~t to the rationale of the appli- 
cation. Here was a directly debilitating 
power ufed in a great degree of afthenia with 
advantage. This too militates againft two 
remedies univerfally admitted in the above 
complaint, viz. Laudanum, and warm bath. 
Does it operate by reducing the excitement, 
already far below the healthy ftandard, and 
increafing the excitability, thus taken in a ge- 
neral fenfe, whereby the action of the bowels is 
effected by the natural ftimulus of fseces ? Or 
does it a£t as an afthenic power on the furface, 
and thus leave a relatively greater ftimulus 
upon the inteftines ? This is quite oppofite to 
one of Dr. Brown's fundamental principles, 
that the excitement is indivifible, univerfal, 
and of only one kind. 

L HAVE 
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I have collected a few more medical 
fadts, which I will take great pleafure in detail- 
ing from time to time, if you fhould, dear fir, 
wade through this with any fort of relifh. If 
you will pleafe to gratify me with an anfwer, 
and in it point out the exceptionable parts of 
this epiftle with their amendments, one eflential 
purpofe I had in writing will be fully anfwer- 
ed. 



An 
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XXI. 

An Account of thefudden effects of the affufon 
of cold water upon the body, in a cafe of 
Tetanus, by Dr. Benjamin H. Tallman, 
t)f Haddonfield, New-Jerfey. Read October 
Arth, 1791- 

WAS called July the nth, 1791, to a 
young woman about twenty years of age, 
of a plethoric habit of body, who was affect- 
ed with a Tetanic complaint, accompanied 
with Hyfteria. The fymptoms^ were a rigi- 
dity of the mufcles of the neck, a pain at the 
lower end of the fternum, a flight ftirrhefs 
of the mufcles of the lower jaw, a little 
difficulty of deglutition, and an hard full pulfe. 
On enquiry, I found that fhe had com- 
plained of a pain in the fcrobiculus cordis, 
three days previoufly to my being called. The 
only probable caufe of her complaints was 
a fmall excoriation of one toe, from wear- 
ing a tight leather fhoe, which happen- 
ed a week before the firil appearance of the 
diforder. Her pulfe being full, I took twelve 

ounces 
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ounces of blood from her, and then gave her 
mufk, camphor, and one grain of opium 
every hour, till the fpafms fhould abate. The 
opium was continued till twenty grains were 
taken, which produced a fmall remiffion of 
the fymptoms for three hours only. I vi- 
fited her the 1 2th, and found every fymptom 
much increafed with the lofs of her eye-fight, 
hearing and fpeech. She was coftive ; an 
enema was exhibited. The medicines were 
continued with the addition of Pilulae Fcetidae 
and Unguentum Cceruleum. On the i 3th, I 
found her no better. I vifited her on the 1 4th, 
and found her diforder much increafed; her de- 
glutition was obftructcd, fo that not the leaft 
medicine 01 aliment could be taken. I re- 
quefted that a phyfician mould be called from 
Philadelphia. Doctor Rufh was fent for, who 
recommended an afTufion of cold water 
over her whole body. Her pulfe was now full 
and foft : — A large bucket of water from the 
river was thrown over her, which produced 
inftantly a fyncope that lafted upwards of 
half an hour. When fhe recovered from 
this Hate fhe fpoke, and in half an hour 
more fhe was able to fwaliow. Immedi- 
ately after the fyncope went off, her ca- 

temenia 



( 2o 7 ) 
temenia returned, a few days before their re- 
gular time of approaching. On the 1 5th, I 
gave her a few drops of aether and the oil of 
amber, and, on the 16th, fhe took bark and 
wine in liberal quantities ; from the ufe of 
all which remedies, fhe was, in a few days, 
reftored to perfect health. 



XXII. 

Cafe of Anthrax, by John Jones, M. D. late 
Vicc-Prejident of the College. Read De- 
cember 6, 1 79 1 . 

AS the following cafe may throw fome light 
upon the treatment of a difeafe, violent 
and painful in its nature and frequently 
dangerous in its confequences, the College 
may not think it undeferving a place in 
their collection. 

IN the month of January, 1789, I was de- 
fired to vifit a lady approaching her 60th 
year, but of a good ccnilitution, active and 
4 healthy 



( 2oS ) 
healthy : me was then confined to her bed, 
but as the fymptcms, which previously at- 
tended her, appear very characteriftic of the 
difeafe, I mail relate them in her own words 
as communicated to me in a letter. " Early in 
the month of January, I found myfelt ex- 
tremely indifpofed, attended with an unufual 
depreffion of fpirits, and a want of appetite, 
which I could by no means account for — I 
felt a feverilh heat and confiant thirft — had 
frequent chills, and foon perceived a difagree- 
able fenfation upon the back of my neck, 
which I compared to the crawling of cater- 
pillars, and very often it appeared to me as my 
handkerchief was rifmg from my neck. A 
few days after this fenfation began, a fmall 
pimple made its appearance juft below the 
neck bone, attended with excruciating pain — 
my fie ep was difturbed by Frightful dreams. 
One night particularly, I fancied I was thrown 
upon a grate of red hot coals, and that my 
neck burft into burning flakes — I awaked in 
the utmoft terror, and related this dream to 
the family — I complained more and more of 
the inflammation which gave me flill greater 
torture, and had then afiumed the appearance 
of a fmall angry blind bile — the night before 

2 I 
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my chamber, which was near a fortnight 
from my firft indifpofition, as I went up 
ftairs I felt a mock through my whole frame, 
as fuddcn and general as a fevere fhock of 
ele&ricity — A poultice of bread and milk was 
then applied, and continued for three or four 

days till you was called in At this period, 

when I firft faw her, the inflammation had. 
extended itfelf from the firft vertebra of the 
neck to the inferior fpines of the fcapula, and 
from moulder to moulder — the tumour was 
extremely hard, of a deep red colour in the 
circumference, but approaching to livid in 
the central part with very little elevation of 
the {kin — her pulfe was quick but not full— 
her thirft great, with a conftant fenfation of 
heat, like burning coals upon the part affected, 
which was now evidently tending to a mor- 
tification. — Under thefe circumftances, the 
principal curative indications appeared to be a 
proper fupport of the patient's ftrength — a re- 
o-ulation of the natural iecretions and excretions, 
and at the fame time as much alleviation of the 
extreme burning pain as could be prudently 
procured by anodynes. With thefe views, a 
poultice of the farina lini was applied over 
Vol. I. O the 
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the inflamed parts, and renewed every fix or 
eight hours — a diet, coniifting of gruel, pana- 
da, and wine whey, was ordered in fuch quan- 
tities as her ftomach would bear — the body 
was kept gently open by emollient glyflers — ■ 
flie took a tea-fpoonful of bark in powder 
every four or five hours, and, at night, fuch 
a quantity of laudanum, as ferved to compofe 
her for a few hours- Under this manage- 
ment fhe continued till the 19th day from 
the firft application of the poultice, when the 
whole extent of the inflammation appeared of a 
deepblack, and completely mortified. PrefTure 
with the fingers upon the mortified parts, 
though very hard and tenfe, evidently indica- 
ted, from a crafhing undulating noife and feel, 
the exiftence of fome fluid beneath, and in- 
duced me to make a longitudinal incifion 
through the true fkin the whole length of the 
tumour, by which means a large quantity of 
tolerably well digefled matter was not only 
difcharged from the cavity, but large por- 
tions of it poured from the cells of the true 
ikin become perfectly fpongy and enlarged to 
the thicknefs of an inch and a half — This ope- 
ration gave not the leaft pain 5 but, on mak- 
ing 
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ing another crofs incifion, feemed to afford a 
fenfible relief, by taking off a mod uneafy 
ftricture which fhe had before complained of 
— The wound was drefled with foft lint, cover- 
ed with fimple cerate, and a thick comprefs, 
dipped in brandy, laid over the whole. As the 
difcharge was very great and offenfive, it was 
drefled twice a-day, and the comprefs fre- 
quently moiftened with brandy. The ufe of 
the bark was continued, her diet rendered 
more cordial by a liberal ufe of wine, and dif- 
ferent portions of the mortified membrana 
adipofa daily removed, till a complete fepa- 
ration between the found and mortified parts 
took place ; but as this feparation, which was 
the work of nature, left the edges of the fore 
with large flabby irregular lips, under which 
the matter lodged, and prevented a re-union, 
I was under the difagreeable neceflity of re- 
moving them from the whole circumference 
of the fore. This was a very painful ope- 
ration, but it was abfolutely neceflary, and 
fhe bore it with great fortitude. From this pe- 
riod, the cure went on very happily, though 
(lowly, and in the beginning of June, the 
O 2 fore 
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fore was rompleatly healed, leaving a cicatrix, 
of a radiated form, eight inches long and 
five broad; Her health has been fince very 
good, and fne finds no other inconvenience, 
than a degree or tightnefs and reftraint in the 
motions of her arms about the fhoulders. 
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XXIV. 

Cafe of Dyfenteria Chronica cured by Allum^ 
by Dr. Michael Leib. Read March 6, 
1792. 

A B. aged thirty-two years, was admitted 
-*• ■*■' as a patient of the Difpenfary on the 
Fixth of October, 1789. About eight months 
previous to his admiffton he was attacked with 
Dyfentery. At his admiffion his dejections 
were frequent and bloody, the tormina and 
tenefmus confiderable, with little or no py- 
rexia — he was much emaciated, and rendered 
unable to work — Cathartic, ftimulant, and a- 
ftringent medicines were exhibited for a 
long time, but without effecl: — His body at 
length exhibited a cachectic appearance, his 
legs became cedematous, and general anafarca 
feemed to be forming. Finding the ineffica- 
cy of emetics, cathartics, opium, the bark, 
cinnamon, port wine, &c. on the fixth of 
May, 1 79 1, I exhibited the following mix- 
ture. 

Vol. I. P r. Al- 
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r. Aluminis 3}. 

Tina, thebaic. 5 iij . 

Cort. Peruv. 

Infus. Amar. aa ^iv. m. cap. coch. mag. un. 
quater in die. 

Opiate pills were conftantly given at night. 
He felt fome relief from the mixture, and 
had it repeated on the fifteenth, in the follow- 
ing manner. 

r. Aluminis 3'ifs. 
TinA. Opii jiij. 
Cort. Peruv. %\j. in. cap. ut antea. 

Th i s mixture made an evident impreffi- 
on on his difeafe. On the 2 2d he had it re- 
peated in the following proportion. 

r. Aluminis 31J- 
Tinft. Opii giij* 
Inms. Amar. 
Tinft. C. P. aa Jiv. m. cap. ut antea. 

His health now became much improved, 
his countenance was animated, and the oede- 
ma fubfided. 

On the 31ft. the laft prefcribed mixture 
was repeated, and compleated his cure. 

Lest 
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Lest it might be fuppofed that the cure 
was owing to the other medicines which 
were exhibited with the alum, it may be pro- 
per to remark, that they were adminiftered 
for a long time without the alum, and with- 
out effect. 

XXV. 

An Account of one of the Caufes of the Trif- 
mus Nafcentium. By the late Mofes Bar- 
tram, M. D. of South-Carolina^ extracted 
ftom a Letter to Benjamin Rufh, M. D, 
&c. — Read May i, 1792. 

NO T a little chagrined fince entering in- 
to practice in this country at the uni- 
form fatality of the Trifmus Nafcentium, fo 
prevalent among the infant negroes, to which 
I have often been a painful witnefs, I have 
applied myfelf to difcover its caufes, not only 
for my own fatisfacYion, but to endeavour, 
if poflible, to cut off one of the many ave- 
nues to death. 

If future experience and obfervations mould 

prove my opinion of one of its caufes to be 

P 2 well 
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well founded, 1 mall enjoy the confolatiorr of 
having elucidated an obfeure fubject — for I 
can truly aver, that I have never feeh or 
heard a fingle hint refpecting the caufe of 
"which I am about to attempt the explanation. 

The mifmanagement of the navel very 
• 1 after birth, peculiar to the negroes, is 
the fource of this direful malady. After 
making the ligature, and cutting the umbili- 
cal chord, they very often neglect to fwathe 
or bandage the abdomen, whence the drop- 
ping of the piece is retarded, the umbilicus is 
didended and puffed out even with the natu- 
ral moderate efforts, but much more when vi- 
olent ftruggles are excited in crying, and colic, 
occafioned fometimes by the mother's milk, 
rendered pernicious by unavoidable errors in 
diet, their hard fate often compelling them 
to food of a deftru&ive quality. When it drops 
there is commonly left a bad ulceration both 
from the caufe juft mentioned, and the fricti- 
on of loofe coarfe cloths. The violent irrita- 
tion from this fore, even with lenient, emolli- 
ent dreffmgs, in fuch delicate fyflems, fecms 
competent to produce the difeafe; but how 
much more fo v when, inftead of endeavour- 
ing 
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mg to abate it by fuch means, they augment 
the evil by the worft of dreflings, viz. burnt 
rag or burnt lint. This they invariably ufe. 
It not only fuddenly ccnftricTts the ulceration, 
but at the fame time violently irritates — the 
gradual depletion of the veiTels is checked, 
they become diftended, and inflammation is 
the confequence. When it is healed, this 
procefs is fo rapid in the integuments, that 
the parts beneath, from a want of fuffici- 
cient digeftion, do not accommodate them- 
felves, but fuffer violent ftretching in every ef- 
fort of the abdominal mufcles, which, from a 
neglect of the neceflary precaution of tight 
bandaging, eafily yield to any increafed acti- 
on of the inteftines prefling againft the um- 
bilicus : Hence the very frequenj: tumefied na- 
vels, fo many partial hernia umbilicales among 
negroes. 

This reafoning will be rendered more pro- 
bable by a fhort iketch of the hiftory of the 
difeafe. For the mo ft part it makes its attack 
with the dropping of the cord. It never oc- 
curs before the ligature falls, though it fome- 
times,but very rarely, dees feveral days, nay 
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a week after it is entirely healed, to appear- 
ance. However this will not in the leaft in- 
validate our pofition or furprife us, when it 
is compared with feveral inftances upon re- 
cord of tetanus in adults taking place long af- 
ter the wound is perfectly cicatrifed. In this 
cafe the difeafe can always be traced to the 
healing of the cord, though at firft the fymp- 
toms were obfeure, the child only mewing 
a refllefmefs until the evil is manifefted in 
fpafms. It moftly comes on about the ninth 
day after the birth, and then feldom lafts a- 
bove three days. But when it comes on two 
or three weeks after birth, it is much flower 
in its progrefs to death, which is the infalli- 
ble termination of it after the jaw-fall is con- 
firmed. All the cafes I have feen, or heard 
of from others, after diligent enquiry, are 
melancholy proofs of this truth, notwith- 
standing the affiduous exhibitions of unguen- 
tum mercuriale, opium, warm bath, purga- 
tives, enemata, cataplafms to the navel, and 
univerfal friction with oil. Though this fpe- 
cies of trifmus is aifuredly fatal after it is fix^ 
ed, a reform in the treatment of the navel, 
both before and after the decay of the rem- 
nant 
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nant of the cord, holds out a certain and ea- 
fy preventative. 

What gave birth to the foregoing theory 
was a cafe to which I was called fome time 
ago, but an hour or two before the patient's 
death. The child was three weeks old. It 
being only the fecond cafe I had feen, having 
had no information concerning this difeafe, I 
did not attend to the navel, or fufped any 
complaint there, till the attendants mention- 
ed it, and defired me to examine it. I found 
it much fwelled, inflamed, and ulcerated, with 
burnt rag covering it, which immediately 
ftruck me as the fole caufe of all the mif- 
chief. The firft fymptoms of the difeafe, 
though obfcure, came on a few hours after 
the firing dropped, which happened eleven 
or twelve days before, when the inflam- 
mation and ulceration began, and conti- 
nuea increafmg till death. The convulfive 
twitches in the back were in the beginning 
trifling, and repeated after very long inter- 
vals. They gradually became more frequent 
and violent — the mufcles of the jaws rigid 
and contracted, but deglutition very little, if 
at all, impeded. At length the fpafmodic ri- 
gidity became general from head to foot, not 
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a fingle mufcle of voluntary motion but the 
eye-lids relaxed, with frequent paroxyfms in 
which it lay quite infenfible, with the refpi- 
ration fuppreffed almoft to ftrangulation, 
hands clinched, and feet contracted. Very 
fcanty difcharge of fxccs in hard, roundifh, 
fcybala, like rabbits'. This was the condi- 
tion in which I found it, and in which it 
died. 



XXVI. 



Practical Obfervations on Phthijis pulmonalis ; 
Extracted from a letter from Ifaac Senter, 
M. D. to Dr. William Cunie. Read 
Auguft- h 1792. 

WITH refpecl: to the kaumis, which 
you hint as being ferviceable in con- 
fumption, I can fay nothing pra&ically. I 
have feen mention made of it in the tranfac- 
tions you fpeak of; but notwithstanding this, 
and every other aid that the very imperfect: 
art of medicine can devife, I have long fince 
defpaired of ever curing the phthifis pulmona- 
lis 
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lis in certain conftitutions, and in certain 
ftages of the complaint. Many chronic dif- 
eafes, may, probably, owe their caufes to 
debility ; Hill there are many more that fall 
under that description, which I am by no 
means fatisfied with as the origin of the com- 
plaint. 

A faulty organization appears to me to 
induce a very confiderable proportion of the 
difeafes both of body and mind. There are 
many perfons afflicted with chronic difeafes, 
which terminate fatally, who, till within a 
fhort time of their death, difcover no confider- 
able atony or debility in the digeftive or chyli- 
ferous organs, and many of thofe who do 
difcover fuch complaints, bear the tonic or 
corroborating plan of medicine, but very 
imperfectly and perhaps not all. In the 
cure of the complaints of the breaft, one 
very elfential point appears to me of the 
greatest confequence for the patient to have 
erTeded, that is, to adjuft by the thermome- 
ter, the temperature of the atmofphere to 
the morbid (late of the body. This may be 
done in our northern climates, where the 

circum- 
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eircumftances of the Tick will afford it with- 
out the inconvenince of changing their place 
of refidence. — The extreme antiphlogiftic re- 
gimen, and other treatment of the fick, fo 
{trenuoufly infilled on by many European 
writers in this difeafe, as well as in all the 
complaints of the lungs, I am fearful has done 
much injury in the practice of medicine. I 
have tried it with all the zeal that Fothergill 
or Fordyce ever recommended it, and have 
been foiled in many cafes. For after eight 
or ten bleedings, with a ftrong bufFy blood 
every time, the difeafe advanced without my 
being fenfible of any other change, than a 
more or lefs diminution of the ftrength after 
every fuch evacuation. Writers in general 
on the phthifis that I have perufed give me 
but little fatisfaction. I know of no author, 
who has fo clearly and fully defcribed the 
glandular confumption as I could wifh, and 
at the fame time pointed out the true charac- 
teriftic marks, by which they might be known 
from thofe ariiing from other caufes. 

I n this fpecies of phthifis, I am very fure, 
little depend ance is to be put upon the ufe of 

the 
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the lancet : ftill it is but too common to fee it 
recommended. — L)r. Ruflel, fome time fince, 
favoured the world with a valuable treatife on 
the difeafes of the glands ; but as the lym- 
phatic fyftem was but very imperfectly un-? 
derftood then to what it is now, there is un- 
doubtedly great room for improvement on 
his effays. 

One ofthemoft valuable medicines that 
I have ever ufed in the tuberculous or glandu- 
lar phthifis, is the vitriolum caeruleum j for the 
ufe of which I am principally indebted to the 
remarks of the bold, dogmatic, and eccentric 
Maryatt. He advifes it united with the tar- 
tar emetic as a vomit ; butl have found, from 
experience, that it not only almoft entirely 
deftroycd the emetic power of the tartar by 
this union, but that it would oftener purge 
than vomit. To prevent fuch an. injurious 
operation of this medicine, 1 now unite the 
ipecacuanha with the vitriol in lieu of the 
tartar, which is peculiarly ferviceable when 
we wifh to vomit a phthifical patient, who 
has at the fame time a diarrhoea. For this 
purpofe, I commonly give five pills, con- 
taining 
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(Gaining from feven to ten grains of each of thefe 
ingredients, in the morning falling, and direct 
that nothing be drank to urge the emetic effect. 
If five or fix plentiful evacuations are produc- 
ed by this dofe, I generally continue the fame 
quantityinthefubfequentvomitings,butifnot, 
I increafe the dofe to fix or more pills of the 
fame kind. Thefc emetics I frequently repeat 
every fecond or third day, according to the 
irritability of the flomach and other circum- 
ilances of the fick, and in the mean time, 
give as much as the flomach will bear of the 
antifeptic mixture of Dr. Griffith's, compof- 
ed of myrrh, fal martis, and fal tartar ; and by 
thefe medicines, I can affure you, that I have 
reflored to health more perfons labouring un- 
der a hectic fever from glandular fuppurations, 
than by all the other medicines and methods 
that I have ever read of, or tried from my 
own invention. 

I look on the blue vitriol as one of the 
mofl fafe and efficacious emetics, joined with 
ipecacuanha, that the Materia Medica fur- 
nifhes us with — Even in bilious complaints, 
where there are evident marks of too great an 

effufion 
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effufion of that fluid into the alimentary tube* 
I totally reject the antimony and employ the 
vitriol. For children I have ufed the white 
vitriol according to the recipe of Dr. Mofely, 
with very good effect, and efpecially in the 
hooping cough, and the fummer and au- 
tumnal fluxes. 

In the afthma, from pituita, weak lungs, 
and obftru&ed vifcera ; and in the dyfpeptic 
ftate of the ftomach, I much prefer the 
vitriol to the tartar emetic, which is fo often 
employed to the great injury of thoufands. 
What makes the vitriol vomit fo preferable to 
the oxymel is, its not being productive of the 
extreme debilitating effect of the latter. 

It is faid by our old people here, that con- 
fumptions are more prevalent than formerly, 
but I am not certain as to the juftnefs of the 
obfervation. I cured a man two years ago 
in this place of a tuberculous confumption, 
whofe cough was very fevere, and who dai- 
ly difcharged large quantities of bloody puru- 
lent matter accompanied with fee tor. He 

was 
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was much emaciated, had night fweats, and 
every evidence of a completely formed hectic. 
In the courfe of about three weeks, he took 
twenty-four dry emetics, and perhaps half a 
dozen ^viij mixtures of Griffith's antihectic, 
and confined himfelf to a milk diet. I could 
enumerate a very confiderable number of fi- 
milar cafes, of what is called a fcrophulous 
phthifis, that I have cured without giving 
any other medicine of confequence befides 
the two above mentioned. 
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Cafe of Hydrophobia ; by Dr. George Benfell, 
of Germantown. Read Aug. 7, 1792. 



April T WAS called to the daughter of Ja- 
16th. -■- cob Niece, a girl between feven and 
eight years old, who had been bit by a mad 
dog nineteen days before. The dog had never 
difcovered any fymptoms of difeafe until the 
day before he bit the child, and thofe fo 

flight 
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flight as not to indicate the neceflity of fe- 
curing him. He bit the child on Friday the 
30th of March in the face, the arm, and an- 
kle, the marks of his teeth were fcarcely per- 
ceptible in the two firft places, and the blood 
was barely drawn from the laft. The dog- 
was immediately tied ; and after exhibiting 
evident marks of madnefs, died on the Sun- 
day following. 

The fymptoms of hydrophobia had made 
their appearance fixteen hours before I faw the 
patient, accompanied with uncommon ap- 
prehenfion and uneafinefs at the fudden ap- 
proach of any object, otherwife there was 
nothing uncommon in her actions — her fkin 
was moift, and the heat of her body mode- 
rate — her pulfe fomewhat quickened, but by 
no means remarkable — her tongue was par- 
tially covered with a flight whitenefs, but not 
dry — and her understanding was perfectly 
found. Notwithftanding there was a pecu- 
liar dread, and wildnefs in her countenance, 
which was ftrongly expreffed in every fea- 
ture, but particularly in the pupil of the eyes, 
which were uncommonly dilated, although 
1 the 
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the pofition in which fhe lay to receive the 
light was favourable to producing a contrary 
effect ; this was obfervable in comparing them 
with the eyes of feveral ipe&ators in the darkeft 
part of the room. She never complained of 
thirft, or expreffed any great defire to drink, 
but, at my requeft, confented to take fome. 
Her father offered to bring a tea-cupful of 
water. This threw her into great agitation, 
though he was at the extremity of the 
room. She begged it might be given to her 
in a tea-fpoon ; which, though not half full, 
fo difconcerted her, that, until the greater part, 
was thrown out, fhe refufed to touch it; then 
with a tolerable degree of firmnefs, brought 
it near her lips, haftily threw it into her 
mouth, and fwallowed it with the utmoft dif- 
ficulty and trepidation — uttering deep fighs, 
which as they were expired, bore no incon- 
fiderable refemblance to the whining of a dog 

when under confinement 1 tried to get 

fome bread foaked in wine into her mouth, 
but the effect it produced was nearly the 
fame. 

I desired mercurial friction to be freely 

ufed, upon her neck, arms, thighs and legs, 

3 Dein g 
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being prevented from exhibiting mercury in 
any other form as well as any other medi- 
cine. 

In the evening of the fame day, no confi- 
derable alteration had taken place ; the pupils 
ftill continued unnaturally dilated ; the white- 
nefs of the tongue was not more extended, 
but appeared in fpots — its moifture not dimi- 
nifhed — the pulfe perfectly regular — no un- 
common thirft — and the furface of the body 
pervaded with that due degree pf heat which 
might be expected in a perfect ftate of health. 

In the morning of the feventeenth, little 
or no change had taken place, except the dif- 
ficulty of fwall owing had fomewhat abated ; 
which afforded a ray of hope to the difcon- 
folate parents, and led to a repetition of the 
mercurial friction. 

At three in the afternoon, her apprehen- 
fions at the approach of any thing were con- 
fiderably increafed — the mufcles that perform 
the offices of deglutition, were ftrangely con- 
vulfed the moment any kind of liquor touch- 
ed the fauces, and fhe appeared to be in dan- 

Vol. I. Q^ ger 
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ger of immediate fuffocation. 1 he pulfe was 
ftill uniform and moderate, and no mate- 
rial alteration in the colour of her tongue, 
and the heat and moifture of her {kin. 

This evening fhe was greatly alarmed at 
the appearance of a dog that had followed one 
of the neighbours into the room, and exprefT- 
ed the greatefl anxiety for it to be turned out. 

In the morning of the eighteenth, I found 
her out of bed and dreffed ; fhe had begged 
for her cloaths repeatedly ; and her parents 
could not refift the urgency of intreaty from 
a beloved child. Hitherto her countenance 
was florid, but now it was overfpread with 
a general palenefs — yet 1 difcovered no altera- 
tion in the pupils of her eyes, which were, if 
any thing, rather more dilated than on the pre- 
ceding days. She always exprefTed the great- 
eft joy in feeing me, and, though confeious 
of being ill, uniformly declared fhe felt no 
pain. I repeatedly afked her, why, if fhe felt 
no pain, fhe did not fwallow the drink given 
to her ? She replied that fhe would ; but eve- 
ry attempt demonftrated the impoflibility— 
her pulfe at this time was perceptibly lower, 

and 
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and the fpafms were more frequent and more 
generally extended. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon, I was 
greatly mocked at her fituation— every fymp- 
tom had evidently increafed — the fpafmodic 
conftriction was general, and the pupils of 
her eyes were fo enlarged as to leave but a 
line by which their colour might be known 
— her pulfe was fcarcely to be diftinguifhed, 
and the whitenefs of her tongue had chang- 
ed to a brownifh colour, yet even at this pe- 
period her underftanding was not the leaft de- 
ranged.. 

She had hitherto thrown up none, or very 
little phlegm : but from a very fingular ac- 
tion of the tongue, which was occafionally 
thrown out of the mouth, and performed 
with inconceivable quicknefs, a kind of vi- 
bratory motion enfued, by which fomething 
like froth was produced and with difficulty 
fpit out.. At this time her dread of every- 
thing was greatly augmented, and a quantity 
of vifcid phlegm was at intervals brought up, 
e-enerally tinged with blood. 
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In proportion as this was multiplied her 
efforts to throw it up became ftronger, and 
all the mufcles in the body were more or lefs 
agitated in bringing this about. A kind of 
undulatory motion might ftili be felt at the 
wrifr. At fix o'clock, when the phlegm, 
which was now conftantly propelled to the 
mouth, had been cleared but for a moment, 
Ihe would ftill fpeak to her parents rationally. 
At ten o'clock at night, the efforts of nature 
feemed to be exhaufted, and this fcene of hu- 
man mifery was foon to be clofed — at eleven 
fhe expired. 

I shall forbear to make obfervations on 
this cafe, any further than to mention, that 
the patient had taken the celebrated medicine 
of Goodman s in Philadelphia, agreeably to his 
directions — that eight drachms of ftrong mer- 
curial ointment had been ufed at different peri- 
ods of the difeafe — thatfhe had frequently made 
ufe of the warm bath, and that an epifpaftic had 
been applied to the fear which remained from 
the only wound by which this wonderful 
poifon could have been conveyed into the 
fyftem — that no inflammation was produced 
either upon the fear or on the furrounding 

parts 
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parts that the plaifter occupied — that fhe ne- 
ver complained of any pain in the part before 
or after the bliftering plaifter was applied — 
that the wound had not the leaft morbid ap- 
pearance — and that the fpafms and mufcular 
exertions were more frequent, and of longer 
duration as the difeafe advanced, from its 
firft invafion to the final period. . 
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Remarks on the Effects of Cor rofive Sublimate ^ 
in Cancerous Affections. Extracted from a 
Letter from Ifaac Senter, M. D. to Dr. 
William Currie ; with additional Remarks 
by Dr. Currie. Read September 4, 1792. 

1 

I MM apprehenfive that the account which 
Dr. Mofely has given of the efficacy of 
the fublimate of mercury, in the cure of can- 
cers, is not derived from that mature degree 
of experience and obfervation which is re- 

quilite 
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qu'ifite, when fuch a corrofive and dangerous 
fubftance is recommended to the world. 

Some years before his treatife on tropical 
difeafes was publifhed, I had been a witnefs 
to the tragical effects of this rugged efcharo- 
tic in feveral inftances in the town. It was 
employed by a very daring and unprincipled 
Quack who refided here at that time — He 
deftroyed the lives of no lefs than three grown 
perfons with it, to my knowledge, in the courfe 
of a few days. The firft had an anthrax on 
the back, the fecond a ganglion of the flexor 
tendon of the inftep, and the other had a real 
cancer of the breaft. In the firft, a mortifi- 
cation was produced which fpread to the intef- 
tines. The fecond died convulfed foon after 
the application. And the third, of a moll 
rapid hectic. Several other peiions in the 
vicinity of this place were alfo killed by the 
application of his fublimate plafters ; and a 
negro man with a fungous excrefcence on his 
penis, would have loft his life by the fame 
application, if I had not faved him by amputa- 
ting it above the fphacelus cccaficned by it. 

T H 3 
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The pain occafioned by thefe platters was 
excruciating, and was communicated to all 
parts of the fyftem. 

I am at the fame time, certain from my 
own experience of this medicine, as a topi- 
cal application in cancerous affections, that it 
is capable of doing much good in fome habits, 
if applied with a very cautious hand, and 
guarded by the ufe of opium. But my 
experience convinces me (notwithstanding 
what Dr. Mofely has afferted to the contrary) 
that it deftroys the living found, and organic 
fibre, inftead of detaching the morbid and in- 
organic parts by exciting inflammatory ac- 
tion. I have ufed the fublimate in a great 
variety of fchirrous, fcrophulous and fun- 
gous tumours, and feveral cancers, and have 
paid no fmall attention to its effects in the 
parts difeafed as well as in the fyftem at large, 
but I can affure you that I have never feen a 
real cancer cured by it, or by any other cor- 
rofive application, either in my own hands, 
or when ufed by others. 

The ufe of corrofive fublimate as a topical 
application in cancers is no new practice, 

Fallo- 
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Fallopius,Penot, Theodoric, and Valefius ufed 
it mixed with arfenic ; and Boerhaave in his 
Chemiitry, and Van Swieten in his Commen- 
taries, both mention it, (if my memory ferves 
me) as a powerful, though dangerous, efcha- 
rotic in difeafes of this kind." 

In addition to the obfervations of Dr. 
Senter, the tranfcriber begs leave to add, that 
he has applied the corrofive fublimate to fe- 
veral ulcerated cancers ; but inftead of effecl:- 
ing a cure by it, has generally accelerated 
the exit of the patients. 

In two cafes where the cancer was fituated 
on one of the lower limbs, it not only in- 
crealed the ulceration, and produced an ex- 
tenfive and painful inflammation, but occa- 
fioned the difeafe to be conveyed to the in- 
guinal gland of the affecled fide ; in confe- 
quence of which, both patients after fuffer-. 
ing fome months an increafe of mifery, ex- 
pired. From the pernicious effe&s of fubli- 
mate, he has been deterred from making trial 
of arfenic ; the operation of which appears 
to depend on a fimilar quality. 

U 
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I f the action of the common cauftic could 
be fufficiently limited, perhaps (from the 
immediate fphacelus it produces in the affect- 
ed part) it might be employed with more 
certainty and fafety than any thing elfe, ex- 
cept the knife. 



XXVIII. 

Cafe of Hydrocephalus In tern us, attended with 
equivocal fymptoms, with the appearances on 
dijfeclion. By Dr. William Currie. — Read 
April 2, 1 793. 

I VISITED a mulatto boy, between feven 
and eight years of age, on the thirteenth 
of March laft, at which time his pulfe was low 
and irregular, and his ikin hot and dry. His 
countenance had a vacancy of expreffion re- 
fembling that of an ideot — his tongue whitilh 
and parched in the middle, but red and moift 
at the fides. While I was examining his 
pulfe and eyes he moaned very much, and 
upon being afked what ailed him, he replied 
his head-ached, and that he was very hun- 
gry- 

His 
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His miftrefs informed me that he had firft 
begun to complain on the tenth of March, at 
which time he faid his head-ached very bad ; 
that he had a giddinefs in it, and a trembling 
in his limbs ; foon after which he went to 
bed, and had not been able to leave it fince*. 

He anfwered pertinently to every ques- 
tion, and could diftinguifh obje&s at this time 
perfectly. 

From the ftupidity and infenfibility indi- 
cated by his eyes, I fufpected that he was af- 
fected by the hydrocephalus internus, but 
there was no double vifion or ftrabifmus ; and 
being informed that he had lived, previous 
to the laft month, with his mother, a worth- 
lefs debauched woman, through whofe inca- 
pacity and negligence he had frequently been 
nearly famifhed, I was at a lofs to determine 
whether his fymptoms were occafioned by 
water in the ventricles of the brain, or by the 
irritation of worms in the inteftines. 

Though 

* 1 have been fince informed that this boy had, for a 
long time, appeared very dull and ftuped; and that he 
was conftantly either fleeping or eating from the time he 
had changed his abode, which was about five weeks, 
previous to his confinement. 
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Though federal of the fymptoms, as well 
as fome of the circumitances which favour 
the generation of typhus fiver ; were prefent, 
yet his appetite, which was ccnfTant and in- 
fatiable, left no room to fuppofe the com- 
plaint to be of that nature. 

After I had compared and confidered 
every circumftance with the moft fcrupulous 
attention, I concluded to employ fuch medi- 
cines as experience had proved to be moft 
effectual for the expulfion of worms ; and 
which, with very little variation, have alfo 
fucceeded beft in cafes of hydrocephalus. 

My firft prefcription, therefore, was calo- 
melgr. iij. facch. alb. gr. x. ol. menth. piper. 
gutt. i. This I directed to be taken at one 
dofe, and to be repeated every fourth hour 
till it mould operate three or four times. 
After the exhibition of the third dofe, a copi- 
ous diarrhoea came on, and feveral large 
worms were difcharged. 

14th. His ftrength was fo much exhauft- 
ed by the operation of the calomel, that I dis- 
continued it, and directed a ftrong infufion of 
Caryophillus Indicus (fpigelia of Linnaeus) 
to be adminiftered three times a-day. An 

almort 
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almoft incredible number of lumbriei were 
voided in the courfe of the night. 

15th. Appeared much debilitated to- 
day, and was confiderably comatofe, but had 
neither ftrabifmus nor fpafmodic affections of 
the eye-lids, though the pupils were very 
much dilated — fkin cool — pulfe flow and ir- 
regular. Directed a blifter to his back, and 
a repetition of the fame medicines as yefter- 
day, with an addition to his wine, which he 
had been allowed to take liberally from the 
beginning, mixed with water, or made into 
whey ; and to continue his diet of panada 
and chocolate ; the latter he appeared to be 
very fond of. He was alfo indulged with 
bread dipt in molaffes, which he had con- 
ftantly craved, and had eaten voracioufly 
previous to the acceffion of coma. 

1 6th. Informed that he had feveral 
involuntary ftools, and had made a great 
deal of urine in the night, but that no more 
worms had appeared. 

The pink root was now difcontinued, and 
a ftrong decoction of cort. peruv. and ferpen- 
tar. virgin, fubftituted. 

Sinapisms 



( 2 53 ) 
Sinapisms to his feet, boluffes of vola- 
tile alkali, &c.-were tried to be adminiftered, 
but he could not be prevailed on to fwallow 
them — A julep of the fame was fubftituted, 
&c. 

17th. Symptoms of coma — infenfibili- 
ty and general debility increafcd — deglutition 
impeded — evacuations by ftool and urine 
continue. A blifter was now applied to his 
head, and finapifms to his wrifts and ancles : 
Muftard whey was alfo directed, but he re- 
fufed to fwallow every thing that was of- 
fered. 

1 8th. He laid all this day in a ftate of 
the moft profound infenfibility, with his eyes 
and mouth wide open ; and continued in 
this manner till the night following, when 
he expired. 

Appearances on Diffeclton. 

On removing the cranium I obferved that 
the dura mater was not attached to it any 
where but at the futures, which is contrary 
to the affertions of both Haller and Pott* 

1 The 
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The dura mater as well as the external 
part of the brain, was free from any morbid 
appearance — but, when an incifion was made 
into the ventricles, between fix and feven 
ounces, at lead, of a limpid fluid was dis- 
charged, and received into a veffeL 

Remarks. 

In this cafe all the fymptomo mentioned 
by authors, as pathognomonic, (except a 
conftant moaning) viz. ftrabifmus, double vi- 
fion, fick qualms, fudden and frequent 
fhrieking, and holding the head with the 
hands, ftridor, dentium, were abfent ; nor 
was there that infenfibility of the bowels com- 
mon to comprefTed brain. 

This is a frefh inftance of the difficulty 
which often occurs of diftinguifhing the feat 
and nature of difeafes ; of the importance 
of acquiring a perfect knowledge of the cha- 
racter of every difeafe to which the human 
body is liable ; and of the propriety of fre- 
quent diflections for the purpofe of acquiring 
this knowledge. 

END OF THE FIRST PART, 



«K C CCCCt C <C < 

or c c<c<c < c 
.<< 

iff C d(\C i «" ££<" 



< - fh <- (< c* *£ 

V< C «C ccc 

, «r- <T- c« ' c 
c< c ccc c 

c< C C COD < 

f ( C ^ "TOT ' 

/,c-rc^ <fC C « 



CC < « 'C C « 

«CC 'i « CC 

4X 4 <:«- cc <a 

cr C cf C c • 



c CJ C <ff t 



cc cvc. 

CCC « 

cc c c 

c < c <c 

:c c € 

CCC c 
: ca c «c. 



c <c c<c err c 

ccc ec c< ( c 

c<c c ' Cc c 

c <C <S« S:, c 
c re c V<< 



cc c _ 

rr - <- C <- c C 



CC c C c ^. 

<r c c\<C 



f ^ <c cc C cc 
£ <rc cc c m 












V c<- c C 



CCC Vc-cc Ccc c c 
- r c <V ((<"CCCC C 



(C* C C«CC CC '< ■ 

cc < <«CI<: « C 

<3CT<C 5' 

i C i CSC'c cc c 

,. «r < c«Z( CC C 
, c ( <-<3C ( cC fC - 
, c c cCc <sC <C S 

V, % < «:- <r<r «r 



< c 




c < 


c 


C c 


< <r 


C c 


<r 


C c ( 


c 


C_ C i 


c 


C ' 




< « 


• < 


c o 


< 


C" 


< 


■ c 




c 


1 


^C 





r ^r c <rc^ re c 

f "'cc c< r <: 

c«i .<■; c-< ■ 'C c 
^9( t cccc c 



< >«7 C i 

(C Ov Cj' 

<- <■ •■ <■ ' S' 

■ ; «r «• < <■ c. ■ 

cC C< C '■ « -< 






5 cc • c C cc 

' cc • cc & 

c c cc ^< 

V cc ' cCC 

' CO ^ C c 

' V cV . ■ « 



CC c CC 



cT-oCc 
c w® - 



c c: 



'.«rc« r c 



*c<-<«L 



c ^ 

• c. 

~<9£iC cC C 

(...< i 'CC c 

~-K -cc C 

:<< cc < 

cr C- 

^ f „ (( CC C 

< a c 

c« <- c < 

U I 

- «c ■ 
- cc c c 
c« ' C c ; ( 
c C cc< J : "- ' 

c c c« c c ' cc c t ^VcV r^r< 

/ a:: 7 c << £c c c c 



rc. c «T^ 

CCCCc c * cc cc 



r~ c c c sees:*' cc 

ccc tr<3arrc ccccc; 



c or a 

:<r «t co 



c ^ 
c <: « - « «:_ 

cc <: .<: 



* c -^ «. C 
( 
• <. c c 
«".<<■ 

a C < < ' 

C C cc C 

< < C ■ <C C 

c , < C 

<- <C- £ 

<r C c <C < 

c <r •<•«:. r 

<•<..< . cc.. • 



«: « c 






c 

c < 

< <c ' ' 5 F 

re C c 

: - ,<- cc < 

«r c c < <L 

r <■ < < <*~ 

c « 

- c .<- -- C C 

C r C CC « 

C c c C C <L_ 

r \ c c. c: c <: 

: * <■ c < c 
c c c « c 

^ c c <e c 






c< < < 

< ere i 



( 

cc c 

«&C c 



c < 
c c 

C< c 

<r< < 

C 
C 



c < 
<r c~" «• 

c c 

re <5<CZ 
< c 



c 






«r < < 
c . I 
C < t 

c c c r< « «r *v 






€3C:c c c 









CCC c 



Co 

C < >- 



<^r c 

CCC < 

L CC ' «•« 

fc. t «. ,. « <• < 

: c c c 
'Cc ^*" 
c c c & < 



V-Ccc <C 

< < < < s* 

CCC cc 
^ cc « cc 



C cf<C'< 

cc « < ' < 

re * c< c ' 
<. C «■■ CC C. •' c 

c<^ r. •■( <- c • 



•<?7c cc<C. 



-cc 4rccc 

4L.' < c «cccc:_ 

Tic <-< «L5CL«C 



C ^ * ^ ^? 



c C ' 
C C ' 



c C 

r c 

C C 

C C 

c e 



<:< < * 

O ? S^ <^C ttc#< «•£ 
c c «*2i ^<-^ ' . c J* ./ , . 



5 c^ 

«L C 



c f <C 

< <- «^ 

C c ^ 

Ccc . «. 

c <- i 
c < 
: C t 

c < * 

< C < 

< r C C c - < 

< c c «5^ 

<_ C C <LCt 



c c 

c < < 



GT «C 



<r «i 

< C cCC ^ 






c c 

< ^c C c^ 
\ c c c 

fec< ^ ^Vc 



r ^ ^ c 

'< <- 



C c 






; cc£ c < ■ c c 



•Ccc ' C c 

« < <* 4 

c v <C < i < . 

C<- c < 
i <. c^ c c t ■< 

CC -v. c c 



. f <• 









.< C < <r 

C ccc 



CC c c<c 



£ * f 









!£-€ * 



*=" .:«L CI' 






^^r<r< 


/ 


ft^c. 


,/ ( 


rfte '< < 










r 












c c 


r«r < ■ 




£<c 




te c c 




!•.«. C"< 


C 1 


«: c c 


• c 


(CCC 


c 


<T c c 


C 


• Ss£ C 


C 




CCA 
CCC 



CC C C < ^5 

CC c c <cc 

• <c < C OK 



Cc«l 



C <<"<<" 



i 



